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INSTRUCTIONS FOR CARRYING ON THE 

STUDIES. 



The tatical studies contained in the following pages are based 
on the accounts of the Battles of Columbey-Nouilly (14 August 
1870), and Vionville (16th August 1870), given in Captain 
Clarke's translation of the "German Official Account of the 
Franco-German War, 1870-1/* and in Captain HoUist's trans- 
lation of Hoffbauer's *' German Artillery in the Battles round 
Metz." 

The incidents of the battles are arranged strictly in chrono- 
logical order, and are given in the text in Roman type. Inter- 
spersed among them are printed, in italics, directions, by follow- 
ing which, with the aid of Kriegspiel apparatus and the plans 
accompanying the text, the student has before him a very clear 
representation of the tactics pursued in the battles. 

The successive positions of the German batteries mentioned 
in the directions are marked on the plans by numerals and 

_l_ _! l_ 

figures enclosed in rectangles ; thus J' ^ JL* indicate 



respectively the 1st position taken up by the 1st horse artillery 
battery of the Xth Corps, the 2nd position taken up by the 
5th heavy batteiy of the Vlllth Corps, and the 4th position 
taken up by the 6th light battery of the Ilird Corps. 

Taking for illustration the battle of Columbey, the studies are 
intended to be worked in the following manner : 

The student arranges on the plan Kriegspiel men as dii^ected 
at pp. 5, 6, 7. He at once has before him an excellent example 
of outposts. 

The text is then read as far as the direction on p. 8, when the 
French troops are placed on the plan. 

The French accounts of their proceedings are so meagi'e that 
as regards the battle of Columbey it is recommended merely to 
indicate the positions by pieces of paper. 
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The reading of the text is continued to the 18th line on p. 10^ 
when both the troops referred to and also those named in the^ 
du'ection at that point are moved. 

As the study proceeds, it will be found desirable to divide 
among seveittl persons the task of moving the men. The 
number of pieces assigned to each person should be in the 
inverse proportion to the activity displayed in the battle by the 
troops represented by the pieces. 

Thus, the part taken by the 14th Division being compara- 
tively small, it would be easy for one person to identify and 
move all the pieces composing it; whereas the 13th Division 
was so actively engaged and so much broken up, that there will 
be plenty of work for two, if not for three persons, to identify 
and manipulate the units of which it is composed. 

One person should undertake the general supervision of the 
study, another should read the text, a third be told off to move 
the French troops, and among the remainder the German troops 
should be divided on the principle just explained. 

The studies are not intended only to show how these two 
battles were fought, but it is believed that they will be of great 
use to military instructors by affording illustrations of the 
tactics of the three aims acting singly and in combination — 
illustrations all the more interesting as being among the most 
recent of modern experience. 

The studies will be found to contain examples of nearly every 
branch of the subject, — outposts, orders of march, attack, defence, 
bivouacs, &;c. &c. 

It is perhaps desirable to add, that although the studies 
increase in value according as the supervisor is competent to 
offer comments and criticisms, yet the battles can be fought out 
without the aid of an instructor so long as one of the persons 
taking part in the study possesses even the most elementary 
knowledge of formations and tactics. 

It is hoped, therefore, that the studies wall be found useful not 
in the class-room only. 

LoxsDALE A. Hale. 



TACTICAL STUDIES. 



BATTLE OF COLUMBEY-NOUILLY. 

Faqb 

German Order of Battle - - - - - 2 

French „ „ .... -49-53 
Positions taken up by the Grerman Troops on the 13 th August, 

1870 - 5 

Alterations prior to the commencement of the engagement - 7 

German Direction. Orders for the 14th August - - 7 

Positions occupied by the French at the commencement of the 

action .^- - - - -7 

German direction - - - - - - 8 

Description of the field of battle - - - - 9 

3.30 to 4 p.m. Independent advance of 26th Brigade forming 

the advanced guard of the 7th Army Corps 

up to the moment of first contact with the 

lYench at Chateau Aubigny - - 10 

14th Division and Corps Artillery - - 10 

4 to 4.30 p.m. Continued advance of 26th brigade - - 11 

25th brigade - - - - - 12 

14th Division and Corps Artillery - - 12 

Grerman direction - - - • - 13 

1st Army Corps - - - - 13 

1st Infantry Division - - - - 13 

2nd Infantry Division - - - 14 

1st Cavalry Division - - - - 14 

4.30 to 5 p.m, Vllth Army Corps - - - - 14 

13th Division - - - - 14 

26th Brigade - - - - - 14 

Capture of Columbey Heights - - 14 

Arrival of first reinforcement of artillery - 16 

Advance of 25th Brigade - - - 16 

14th Division and Corps Artillery - - 17 

1st Army Corps - - - - 17 

1st Division - - - -. - 17 

2nd Division - - - - - 17 

6 to 5.30 p.m. Vllth Army Corps - - - - 17 

13th Division - - - - - 17 

Artillery of 1st Division, 1st Army Corps - 18 

25th Brigade - - - - - 19 

German Direction - - - - 19 

14th Division and Corps Artillery - - 20 

1st Army Corps - - - - 20 

1st Division - - - - - 20 

Corps Artillery - - - - 20 

2nd Division - - - - - 20 

German extreme Right - - - 21 

„ „ Left - - - 21 

5.30 to 6 p.m. 25th and 26th Brigades - - - 21 

14th Division and Corps Artillery - - 22 

1st Army Corps - * - - 22 

1st Division - - - - - 22 
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BATTLE OF OCilJMBEY XOTTILLT, 14ct Ar&rsi 1S70. 

OSDER OF BATTLE. 

7& Ki^i&, 1 odi jmd I4ii LKDoers. 

CflpiKB Sdinder, 1. R. Vn.* 
Ifit CxraDrx Drnskoi. CesnniKDder : LxiikHT«K«!nJ t« HtmntUTi, 

Ift^i^de^ 1 2iid C«nmssi«^ 4iii »d dA Lmk«^ 



2DdBn^de, \ 3id Ciiiimsam, Mi »rf 15A La»«3^ 



let horse ardUar banerr of Isi FieUi Arulk^rt K<>idi&eiit 
Capuin Prebiitier. 1. &. L 



* Tlie tttserr is ^w Id e iia fi ed xa Uie Kclv 



1st Army Corps. 

General commanding : General Baron v. Manteuffel. 
Comxaander of artillery : Major-General v. Bergmann. 
1st infantry Division , Lieut. -General v. Bentheim. 

1st Brigade, 1 Ist (Crown Prince) Grenadiets, v. Massow 
T. Gayl. J 41st Regiment, v. Hiillessem.. - . . 

2nd Brigade, 1 3rd Grenadiers, v. Legat. 

V. Falkenstein. j 43rd Regiment, t. Busse. J ; , . ., 

1st Rifle Battalion, v. Ploetz.l 
1st Dragoons. 

1st field divi-"^ 1st heavy battery, v. Home, I.H.I. 
sion 1st Field I 2nd „ „ v. Sella, r^2. H. L 

Artillery Regi- rlst light „ Hoffbauerj 1. L. L 
ment,Munk. J 2nd „ „ Puppel, 2. L. I. 

2nd Field pioneer company, with entrenching tool 

column. 
3rd Field pioneer company. 
No. 1 Sanitary detachment. 

Total, 12 battalions, 4 squadrons, 24 guns, 2 pioneer companies. 

2nd infantry. Division, Major-General v. Pritzelwitz. 

3rd Brigade, , ") 4th Grenadiers, v. Tietzon u. Hennig. 
V. Memerty. j 44th Regiment, v. Bocckins. 

4th Brigade, "I 5th Grenadiers, v. Einem. 
V. Zglinitzki. j 45th Regiment, v. Miitzschefahl. 

10th Dragoons. 

3rd field- divi-"^ 5th heavy battery, Grasz, 5. H. I. 

sion 1st Field I 6th „ „ Hellwig, 6. H. I. 

Artillery Regi- (5th light „ Schweickart, 5. L. I. 
ment, Miiller. J 6th „ „ Dolmann, 6. L. I. 

1st Field pioneer company, with light field bridge^ 

train. 
No. 2 Sanitary detachment. 

Total, 12 battalions, 4 squadrons, 24 guns, 1 pioneer company. 



Corps Artillery. 
Commander : Colonel Junge. 
Horse artillery 



division 1st 
Field Artillery 
Regiment, 
Gorhards. 

2nd field divi-" 
sion 1st Field 
Artillery Regi- 
ment, Grego- 
rovius. 



2nd horse artillery battery, Cruse, 2. R. I. 

^3rd «• „ Schmidtke, 3. R. L 



>i 
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3rd heavy battery, Westphal, 3. H. I. 
4th „ „ Twentz, 4. H. I. 

3rd light „ Roehl, 3. L. I. 
4th „ „ Schmidt, 4. L. I. 



» 



No. 3 Sanitary detachment. 
Total of corps artillery, 36 guns. 

Total of 1st Army Corps, 24 battalions of infantry, 1 rifle battalion, 
8 squadrons, 84 guns, 3 pioneer companies. 
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VIIth Armit Corps. 

General commanding : General v. Zastrow. 
Commander of artillery : Major-General v. Zimmermann. 
13th infantry Division^ Lieut.-General t. Glumer. 

25th Brigade, 1 ^3^,^ Regiment, v. Ludwigsdorff. 
Skcken ^ J 73rd Fusiliers, v. Loeboll. 

26th Brigade, 1 15th Regiment, v. Delitz. 
V. d. Goltz. J 55th Regiment, v. Barby. 

7th Rifle Battalion. 
8th Hussars. 

3rd field diviO ^^^^ ^^^^^ battery, Schnackenburg, 5. H. VIT. 

.6th „ „ V. Gostkowski, 6. H. VII. 

f 5th light „ Schreiber, 5. L. VII. 

6th „ „ Gasch, 6. L. VII. 



sion 7th Field 
Artillery Regi- 
ment, Wil- 
hclmi. 



2nd Field pioneer company, with entrenching tool 

column. 
3rd Field pioneer company. 
No. 1 Sanitary detachment. 

Total, 13 battalions, 4 squadrons, 24 guns, 2 pioneer companies. 

14th infantry Division, Lieut.-General t. Kameke. 

27th Brigade, "I 39th Fusiliers, v. Eskens. 
V. Francois. J 74th Regiment, v. Pannwitz. 

28th Brigade, 1 53rd Regiment, v. Hohenstein. 
V. Woyna, 11. J 77 th Regiment, v. Conrady. 

15th Hussars. 

^^*- ^^^^i v-^^i!iO 1st heavy battery, Hubner, 1. H. VII. 
sion 7th Pield q„j ^ ^^ W/^l«' o u \tjj 

ArtillervRpffi- \r^^ " >» ^^^^» ^' ^' ^ll' 

Artillery Kegi- X^^ ^^^^^ ^^ Schweder, 1. L. VII. 
"Eyatten. J ^nd „ „ Gotz, 2. L. VII. 

1st Field pioneer company, with light field bridge 

train. 
No. 2 Sanitary detachment. 

Total, 12 battalions, 4 squadrons, 24 guns, 1 pioneer company. 

Corps artillery, v. Helden-Sarnowski. 

Horse artillery 
division 7th 
Field Artillery 
Regimenti 
Cooster. 

2nd field divi- 
sion 7th Field 



2nd horse artillery battery, v. Hulme, 2. R. VII. 
'3rd „ „ Hasse, 3. R. VII. 



3rd heavy battery, Bleckert, 3. H. VII. 

ArtiUorv Reir i- \^^^ »' » Lemmer, 2. H. VII. 

i^nt /w.^1- h^d ligl^t „ Gniigge, 3. L. VII. 

4th „ „ Trautmann, 4. L. VII. 



ment, v. Well 
man. 



Total corps artillery, 36 guns. 

Total Vllth Army Corps, 24 battalions of infantry, 1 rifle battalion, 
8 squadrons, 84 guns, 3 pioneer companies. 



IXth Army Corps, General v. Manstein of Und Army. 

Commander of artillery : Major-General v. Futtkammer. 
18th infantry Division, Lieut.- General v. Wrangel. 

35th Brigade, "I 36th Fusiliers, v. Brandenstein. 

V. Blumenthal. j 84th Regiment, v. Winkler. 

6th Dragoons. 
1st field diviO - 

sion 9th Field I 2nd heavy battery, Kindler, 2. H. IX. 

Artillery Regi- r 2nd light „ Eyatten, 2. L. IX. 

ment. J 

Total, 6 battalions, 4 squadrons, 12 guns. 

FRENCH. 

llie order of battle of the Guards, 3rd and 4th Corps, is given at 
pages 49-53. 

POSITIONS TAKEN TIP BY THE GERMAN 
POROES ON THE 13th AUGUST 1870. 

Place the troops on the plan as given in the following detail. 

3bd Cavalry Division.* 

On the Bouzonville road. The outposts furnished by the 7th 
Lancers, and probably of the strength of a squadron, extend 
from Sanry on the right to St. Barbe on the left. The 2n(i 
squadron of the Regiment is beyond Vigy, the remainder at 
Avaney ; the other regiments and the battery are at Vry. 

1st army CORPS.t 
2nd Infantry Division. 

On the French Nied, close to the Saarlouis road, with an 
advanced guard pushed forward along it. The advanced guard 
was composed and posted as follows : — 

The 4th squadron of 10th Dragoons gave outposts from St. 
Barbe on the right to Retonfay on the left. 

In support between Glattigny and the Libaville wood, 
fusilier battalion 44th Regimenti 

At Les Etangs, two squadrons of Dragoons, 5th light battery 
1st Field Artillery Regiment, let and 2nd battalions 44th 
Regiment. 

At Landonvillers the remainder of the Division. 

1st Infantry Division. 

On the French Nied, close to the Saarbruck road, with an 
advanced guard pushed forward along it ; the advanced guard 
was composed and posted as follows : — 

A squadron of 1st Dragoons gave outposts from Retonfay to Ogy. 

The 1st and 2nd companies of the 1st Rifle Battalion in the 
Vaudreville wood. 

* Small pieces of cardboard bearing the name of each Division, Brigade, or Begi- 
ment will be found convenient for purposes of identification. — ^L. A. H. 

t It is recommended that the red pieces be used for the Ist Army Corps, and the 
blue for the 7th Army Corps, or vice versa, — L. A. H. 



Two companies 43rd Regiment on the high road about on a 
level with Maizery. 

At the lime kilns, five companies 43rd Regiment, one squadron 
1st Dragoons, 1st light battery 1st Field Artillery Regiment. 

West of Pont-Jl-Chaussy, five companies 43rd Regiment^ the 
3rd Regiment, 3rd and 4th companies 1st Rifles, two squadrons 
of 1st Dragoons, 2nd light, Ist and 2nd heavy batteries 1st 
Field Artillery Regiment. 

North of CoTircelles Chaussy the remainder of the Division, 
and the corps artillery. 

VIlTH ARMY CORPS. 
On the French Nied. 

13th Infantry Division. 

At Pange, the 25th Brigade, 5th and 6th heavy batteries 7th 
Field Artillery Regiment, one squadron 8th Hussars. 

The advanced guard of the corps was composed and posted as 
follows, under the command of Major-General v. der Goltz : — 

In the copses west of Laquenexy, 7th Rifle battalion. 

In bivouac west of Villers Laquenexy, 26th Brigade, three 
squadrons 8th Hussars, 5th and 6th light batteries 7th Field 
Artillery Regiment 

14th Infantry Division. 

At Courcelles, the fusilier battalion 53rd Regiment. 

At Domangeville, the main body. 

At Bazancourt, the corps artillery with ^ and -^ as escort.* 

1st Cavalry Division. 

Intended to protect the right flank of the Second Army : 
4th Lancers gave outposts abreast of Frontigny and bivouacked 
south of Mecleuves. 

Remaindei* of division at Pontoy. 

At nightfall the cavalry outposts between Retonfay and Ooy 
were relieved by throe companies, probably replaced by the 
cavalry in the morning. 

Tho let Ivattalion ISth Regiment was pushed forward fix>m 
tho 13th infantry Division to Colligny towards evening, in order 
to fill tho gap in tho line of outposts between Ogy and the copse 
at Laquenexy. 

• ThfH deumuinator of tlie IhictioD is the nambw of the Beffimem. In the nume- 
rator I. II. ni. F. signffies First, Second, Third, or Fosiliw BattaUon ; a numertd 
in smaXL type is the numher of the squadron or company. Hie eotokpnnies of a 
G^roMUk BegiBMAt ni« numbered in sifto«e«8ion thnNwh the three Battalions ft y^ 

right to left. In the oidin«nrInfimtryBegiBi«t8,jaiefii«limd second BattJiliona are 
termed « Musketeer** Battalioiis, the Aiid is the FusilMr^tiatiott. In a FusiUer 
Regimttit the Battalions aie nnmheied FSiit, Seeond> and Third re^pecttrelv. UA H 



Alterations prior to the Commencement ojf thjs 

Engagement. 

The advanced guard of the 2nd infantry Division at Les 
Etangs was reinforced in the forenoon by the 4th Regiment and 
the 6th light battery. 

Place a squadron of 10th Dragoons with the ith squad/ron 
at the outposts of the 2nd Division; this relief was taJmig 
place when the battle began. 

Bring the squadron of the Sth Sussa/rs from Pange to the 
advanced guard of the corps. 

GERMAN DIRECTION. 

Orders for the 14th August. 

The following order was issued from the Royal headquarters 
sA Hemy at 9 o'clock on the night of the 13th : 

" From intelligence received, considerable hostile forces 
are this morning still halting at Servigny and Borny, this 
side of Metz. 

" His Majesty orders that the 1st Army will remain to- 
morrow, the 1 4th, in its position on the French Nied, and 
\^ill observe, by pushing forward advanced guards, whether 
the enemy retires or advances to the attack. To meet the 
latter eventuality, the Ilnd Army to-morrow will advance 
the Ilird Corps at first only abreast of Pagny, the IXth to 
Buchy, where, at a distance of five miles, they will be pre- 
pared by a well-timed march to take part in a serious action 
before Metz. On the other hand the 1st Army will be in a 
position to prevent the advance of the enemy southwards 
by a flank attach 

'* The remaining corps of the Ilnd Army will continue their 
advance towards that part of the MoseUe between Pont-a- 
Mousson and Marbache. The Xth Corps wiU take up a 
position in advance of Pont-a-Mousson. 

" The cavalry of both armies is to push forward as far as 
possible, and molest any retreat of the enemy along the road 
from Metz to Verdun. 

" (Signed) V. Moltke.*' 



POSITIONS OCCUPIED BY THE PRENCH AT 
THE COMMENCEMENT OP THE ACTION. 

Since early dawn of the 14th the numerous tranis of the 
French armv had been engaged in passing from the right to the 
left bank of the MoseUe ; it was not until nearly noon that the 
troops of the 6th, 2nd, and 4th Corps commenced their retreat 
from both flanks, the 3rd Corps and the Guard reinaiiiing 
generally in their old positions. 

The 3rd Corps had its main front towards the east, and had 
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Montaudon's Division at Grigy, Metman's at Colombey, Cas- 
tagny's at Montoy, and Aymard's at Nouilly. 

The 4th Corps was posted in rear of the left wing of the 3rd, 
Grenier's Division in the vicinity of Mey ; the other two were 
covering the Bouzonville and Kedange roads further to its left 
rear. The 6th Corps was partly, between the Moselle and SeiUe 
partly on the left bank of the Moselle at Woippy, and partly in 
the forts. The Guard was in rear of the 3rd Corps. 

Place the French troops ds follows : 

OftheSrd Corps, Montaudon^s Division faces south-east on the 
n^rth edge of the Borny Copse,^ its right on Origy ; 
Castagny*8 Division is just west of Colombey on both 
sides of the road from Metz to that village ; Metmann's 
Division occupies the space between Metz-Bellecroix and 
Metz-Colombey roads, abo^U 600 paces east of Bellecroix ; 
of Aymard's Division one brigade is between Nouilly, 
Lauvallier, a/ad the Ooupillon mill, the other between the 
de la Tour mill and Bellecroix, 

Of the Mh Corps, Chrenier's Division is just east of Mey, both 
north-eoM and south-east of the village ; Lorencez*s Divi-- 
sion is defiling from Grimont towards the Moselle, past 
the south &ide of Fort Julien ; dssey's Division is in the 
He Chambi^re. 

Of the Guards, one brigade is between Fort Queleu and Grigy, 
the rerrvainder west of Borny. 

The 2nd Corps is descendiug into the valley, its head has 
a/rrived at the Seille at the south-east angle of Metz, the 
rear is 2000 pa^es equidistant from Grigy and Borny. 

Forts St. Julien and Queleu are each occupied by two batta- 
lions and one battery of the 2nd Corps. 

DetOjchments are also posted in Mercy-le-haut^ the copse between 
that vilUige and Ars Laquenexy, Chateau Aubigny, 
Montoy, Noisseville, a/ad Nouilly. 

GERMAN DIRECTION. 

General Baron v. Manteuflfel, commanding the 1st Army Corps, 
had ridden forward to his' outposts towards 2 p.m.j and had 
witnessed in person the rearward movements of the French 
masses in front of him. As viewed from the positions of the 
1st Army Corps, these movements might be preliminary to a 
combined movement against the Vllth Corps or to preparing 
an attack upon the Ilnd Army. The General, therefore, to 
meet all circumstances, ordered both his Divisions to stand to 
arms and prepare for battle. 

Although the enemy's intention in front of the 1st Corps was 
not clearly apparent, the advanced guard of the Vllth Army 
Corps could have no doubt that the enemy was abandoning 
his position before Metz and retiring upon the fortress. With 

♦ This is the large copse lying north-east of Grigy. 
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this fact before him, Major-General Baron v. d. Goltz considered 
that he must act at once. An attempt to molest the with- 
drawal of the French as much as possible, and to retard the 
retreat which was contemplated, appeared to be justified by the 
ordinary rules of war, and indeed necessitated by the present 
strategical situation. In addition to this, the preparations and 
the movement thereby occasioned in the 1st Army Corps led 
likewise to the supposition of offensive measures on the part of 
this corps. 

General v. d. Goltz therefore decided upon an independent 
advance. He communicated the movements observed in the 1st 
Army Corps to the 13th and 14th infantry Divisions, and called 
upon that corps and the 1st cavalry Division to support him in 
his advance. 



DESCRIPTION OF THE FIELD OF BATTLE. 

The scene of the struggle now commencing in the afternoon 
of the 14th August is the plateau of Metz, which rises east- 
ward of the Seille. It gradually ascends from the south in 
the direction of St. Barbe. The conspicuous church tower of 
this village forms an excellent landmark in the surrounding 
district. The latter is generally noticeable by its broadly 
swelling ridges, the view over which, especially in the northern 
parts, is little interrupted by the villages, which, as is general 
throughout Lorraine, lie mostly in the open. On the other hand, 
in the southern part are found numerous parks and other small 
.copses between the larger woods of Ars Laquenexy and Failly. 

Of exceeding importance is the generally deep valley which at 
first tends northward by Colombey, and afterwards bends away 
as the bed of the Valliferes brook, in a westerly direction towards 
the Moselle. The entire plateau is divided by it into a smaller 
south-western and a larger north-eastern half, which may be 
designated briefly from their main features, as that of Bomy and 
St. Barbe. Of the brooks which flow from the east and north- 
east into the Colombey and Valliferes valley, that coming from 
St. Barbe and flowing between Servigny and Noisseville past 
Nouilly is of special importance. The vine clad slopes of this 
watercourse are contiguous to the northern bank of the Valliferes 
brook as far as the Moselle. The deep bottom of the brook 
coming from St. Barbe separates the plateau of that name into 
a west and east position. 

The previously indicated positions of the French commanded 
the Bomy plateau, and in general also the western portion of the 
St. Barbe plateau. Through the eastern ran the main lines of 
advance of the 1st Army from the Nied, especially the two great 
roaj3s from Saarlouis and Saarbriicken, which unite on the Borny 
heights near Bellecroix."^ 

* A detailed account of the ground is given in Hofifbauer's work. 
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3.30-4 3.30 TILL 4 p.m. 

INDEPENDENT ADVANCE OF 26th BRIGADE FORM- 
ING THE ADVANCED GUARD OF THE 7th ARMY 
CORPS UP TO THE MOMENT OF FIRST CONTACT 
WITH THE FRENCH AT CHATEAU AUBIGNY. 

General v. Goltz quitted his bivouac at Laquenexy with the 
advanced guard of the Vllth Army Corps at half-past 3 o'clock. 
Colonel V. Delitz with the two musketeer battalions of the 15th 
and the 6th light battery moved past Marsilly on the west in 
the direction of Chateau Aubigny. On his left marched the 7th 
rifle battalion by Ars Laquenexy on Colombey, whilst the 8th 
Hussars covered the movement on the right flank, and later on 
formed the artillery escort. The remainder of the advanced 
guard followed in second line by Marsilly. 

Between Aubigny and Coincy the foremost divisions of hussars 
encountered a hostile squadron, which opened fire, and then rapidly 
withdrew behind the thicket occupied by the French infantry. 

Mdve, and place the head of the 15th Regiment at 4 p,m. 
1000 yards from Ghdteau Aubigny, the 7th Rifle Battalion 
on road 800 yards east of Ars Laquenexy, the 2nd com- 
pany being some little distance ahead of the others. 

Remark by compiler, — The positions taken up by the cavalry 
in the battle are shown on the map in the official account. The 
part they took in the engagement was purely of a passive 
character. 

14th Division and Corps Artillery. 

On receipt of the first request, preferred by General v. d. Goltz 
to General v. Kameke before commencing his attack, the latter 
officer had ordered his Division to stand to arms in the bivouac 
at Domangeville ; he set out with his Division, towards 4 o'clock. 

Do not move the troops at present. 

The corps artillery turned out on hearing the guns. 

Rem/irk by the compiler, — There is no means at hand to 
ascertain the exact ** order of march '* of the troops to the battle 
field, nor how the troops on the east bank of the Nied crossed 
the river. Goertz states that there were 15 passages available. 
As these exercises are not on marching, but on tactics, the impor- 
tant point is to bring the troops on the battle field at the right 
moment, and if the troops be generally moved in column of route 
it will be found that they arrive about the right time. There 
was probably considerable detention in the vicinity of the Pont 
de Domangeville. Hoflfbauer states that the corps artillery of the 
7th Army Corps reached the field at a smart trot at 6.30. The 
distance from the bridge is barely 3| miles by road. So long, 
then, as the artillery leaves the bridge at 6 p.m., there is ample 
time for them to get into their place at the right time. To fix 
the positions of the marching bodies at each half hour, the 
distance from the point of departure to point of arrival has been 
divided by the number of half hours occupied on the march. 
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4 — 4.30, 4-^.30 

CONTINUED ADVANCE OF 26th BRIGADE. 

At 4 oclock the 1st battalion of the 16th Eegiment deployed 
in the direction of the thicket and against ChUteau Aubigny. 

Move, placing Ko. 1 company on the right, Ifo. 4 on the left. 

On being received in front with an ineffective volley, Major 
Bergius made a flank movement round the south side of the 
chliteau with the 4th company causing the enemy to retire in 
all possible haste to Colombey. 

Move. 

He was followed by some well-aimed rounds from the 5th 
light battery, which had just arrived to the northward of 
Marsilly. 

Place 5 L. VII in Ist position. 

The 6th light battery took up a position near the other 
battery. 

Place 6 i. VII. in Ist position. 

The rifle battalion in its advance from Ars Laquenexy towards 
Colombey had suffered from shell fire, and had deployed three 
companies in a depression of the ground, whilst the 2nd com- 
pany which had been on outpost duty, covered the left flank of 
the battalion in the direction of the bushy ground south-west 
of Colombey occupied by the enemy, and was soon engaged in a 
brisk skirmish. The 1st and 3rd companies, in consequence of 
this, came up in rear of the 2nd, and took up a firm position in 
the hollow road leading from the chateau. 

Move, 

The 4th, however, in concert with the 4th company of the 
15th Regiment, passed to the attack of the heights south of 
Colombey. 

Place ^-j^ and ^g on the streomi. 

By order of General v. d. Goltz, the 2nd and 3rd companies 
of the 15th took up a supporting position at the chUteau. 

Move. 

The 1st, followed by the 6th and 7th of the 2nd battalion, 
took th^ direction of La Planchette in order to turn the enemy's 
left flank. 

Pla,ce -^ 300 yards heyond the Colombey-Ooincy road in that 
direction and ^ in rear of -^ and just north of the road. 
Place ^|. half-vjay between the chdteau and the brook, on their 
way to the Colombey farms. 

As the infantry advanced so did the batteries. 

Place 5 L, VII. i/n 2nd and then in Srd position. 

Sclireiber's battery engaged some guns at a range of 1,800 to 
2,400 paces. 

The 6th light battery had in the meantime come . into action 
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4-4^ to the north of Aubigny, and had afforded by its fire considerable 
support to the onset of the infantry. 

Place 6 L. VII. in 2nd position. 

As soon, however, as General v. d. Goltz perceived that the 
action had assumed a graver character, he at once took care to 
support his first line by the rear portion of the advanced guard. 

Pldce X^ on Colombey-Coincy road 300 paces east of ^^ 
follotcing them. 

Shortly after the commencement of the battle the fusilier 
battalion of the 55th had been despatched by Coincy to the 
Saarbriicken road, as a hostile movement upon Montoy was 
reported. 

Place -^ abreast of Montoy on the Saarhruch road. 

Both musketeer battalions of the 55th also moved on Colombey. 

Pla/ie ^^- north of Chdteau Aubigny, but in rear of all other 
troops advanxiing in the direction of Colombey. 

The cavalry formed the artillery escort. 

Place them. 

25th Brigade. 

The 1st battalion 13th Regiment, which had been at Colligny 
since the previous evening, was the first to move on the alarm 
of the 13i3i Division ; it advanced on Coincy by way of Ogy. 

Place -pg- on road north of Marsilly, 

Shortly after 4 o'clock, or about that time, the commander of 
the 13th Division, General v. Glumer, ordered the 25th brigade 
at Pange to move off* in support of the 26th brigade, and then 
sent to the corps commander to request permission to do so. 

The 3rd battalion 73rd Regiment was left behind in bivouac 
at Pange ; with the remaining four battalions of his brigade. 
Major General v. Osten Sacken marched towards Coincy. 

The batteries pushed on at a trot in advance of the infantry. 

Place head of column at Colligny ; the column in the follow- 
img order 5 H. VII., 6 H, VII -^^ ^ /t t^- 

14th Division and Corps Artillery. 
Place head of infantry column at Villers Laquenexy, The 
infantry battalions are in the following order -^ -^ 
YT W"^ ^*^^^ bHgade. /^ is at Courcelles sur Nied, yt 
and -jpf with the corps artillery at Bazancourt. 

General v. Kameke received at Villers Laquenexy a communi- 
cation with regard to the attack upon Colombey, with the 
request that he would support it on the left flank. 

The corps artillery proceeded towards Domangeville. 

Place horse artillery division at head of column at junction of 
road to Domangeville^ about one mile from Bazan- 
court 
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GERMAN DIRECTION. 4^.30 

The officer commanding the Vllth Army Corps received at 
4 p.m. the first intelligence that the advanced guard brigade of 
the 13th infantry Division was following the enemy in his 
retreat from Ars Laquenexy. At 4.15 p.m. a second report was 
received that the advanced guard in question was abeady in- 
volved in a serious action. In this report General v. Glumer 
at the same time requested permission to follow up the 26th 
infantry brigade with the 25th, which had already been set in 
movement by his orders. 

General v. Zastrow did not consider a serious attack in the 
direction of the fortress within the spirit of the orders of the 
commander-in-chief of the 1st Army. But in order to be pre- 
pared for any contingency he also despatched orders for the 14th 
infantry Division and the corps artillery to advance to the 
heights between Laquenexy and CoUigny. He rode in person 
to the point where Goltz's brigade was engaged. 

1st army corps. 

General v. Manteuffel had received General v. d. Goltz's request 
for support in his forward movement shortly after 4 o'clock, 
and in consequence at once despatched orders to his Divisions 
already under arms, and also to the two advanced guards, to 
act vigorously, overthrow the enemy, but not to allow themselves 
to be enticed within range of the forts. 

The advanced guards now moved off almost simultaneously 
along the two great roads, which lead to Metz from the eastward 
and unite at Bellecroix not far from the fortress. 

Dealing with the 1st Division first, the lead in the advance 
was taken by Hoffbauer's battery, 1 L. I. It was permitted by 
the commander of the advanced parties of the Division to move 
forward to the piquets of the outposts, which were then on the 
march. When near the Maison IsoMe, on the Saarbruck high 
road, it received orders from the general in command to come 
into action on the right flank of Von der Goltz's brigade ; and a 
squadron of the 1st Dragoons was told off as its escort. 

Place 1 L, I, half way between St Agnau arid Maison IsoUe 
with the outpost squadron. 

The Division drew in its outposts for an advance upon 
Montoy. 

Clear away vedettes. Place i^^2.b. ^^ ^^ junction of Vaudre- 
ville and Saarbruck roads; two companies 43rcZ Regi- 
ment imTnediately in rear of them; one squadron^five 
companies 43rdl Regiment jv^st beyond bend west of Lime- 
kiln; five coinpanies 43nZ Regiment at cross roads from 
Silly sur Nied; two squadrons 1st Dragoons 1 H. /., 
2 H. L, 2 L, L, in column of route on road; f^^; ^'^\^' 
formed vjp but nx>t moving off. 
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4-4.30 2nd Infantry Division. 

Arrangements were being made for moving forward the 1st 
battalion 44th Regiment beyond the present position of the 
fusilier battalion at Olattigny and Libaville into a new outpost 
line, St. Barbe-Retonfay, when the order came to attack. 

Place -^ 500 yards east of Petit Marais. 

General v. Memerty, commanding the 3rd brigade, advanced 
forthwith at a trot with the two batteries and squadrons at Les 
Etangs along the Noisseville road, and ordered the infantry to 
follow him as soon as possible. 

Clear off vedettes. Place two sqvxidrons 10th Dragoons, 6 Z. J., 
6 L. J., north of Olattigny; ^ 1,000 yards west of western' 
most house of Les Etangs, LiLZ: close behind it; ^ i/n 
old place, 

1st CAVAI.RY Division. 

The 1st cavalry Division, which was especially detailed by the 
commander-in-chief of the 1st Army to watch the enemy's 
proceedings, had as early as 1.45 p.m. perceived the rearward 
movement of the French. During the course of the afternoon 
the 4th Lancers, supported by aja infantry detachment which 
had advanced as far as Jury, endeavoured to cross the railway, 
but were prevented by the resistance of the enemy's rearguards. 
In consequence of the communications received as to the in- 
tentions of General v. d. Goltz and of the action commenced 
shortly after by the Vllth Army Corps, General v. Hartmann 
had assembled his Division at M^cleuves and united the two 
cuirassier regiments into a brigade under Major General v. 
Liideritz. 

Move. 



4.30-5 



4.30 TO 5 P.M. 

VllTH ARMY CORPS. 

13th Division. 
26th Brigade. 

CAPTURE OF COLOMBEY HEIGHTS. 

The y j^g and -f^ have passed to the attack of the heights 
south of Colombey, which were captured at the first rush. 

Move. 

The shelter trenches thrown up at that point, and sub- 
sequently the farms at Colombey, were occupied after a brief 
struggle, in which the 6th and 8th companies of the 15th 
Regiment coming up from the east also participated. 

Move. 

A forward movement made by the enemy from the west, with 
a view to recapturing Colombey, was vigorously repulsed. 

In this way a firm footing was established on the further bank 
of the valley, but no additional progress could be made at 
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present. The Frfench were posted in strong bodies oh the 4.80-5 
heights west and north of Colombey as far as the Saarbriicken 
road, so that even the companies which had moved against La 
Plancbette €Ould make no headway on the western slope of the 
valley. 

Advancing along the Coincy-Colombey road, the 1st and 4th . 
companies of the 55th took np a position at the bridge near tiie 
latter place, whilst the 2nd and 3rd mounted the heights to the 
north of it. The 2nd battalion crossed the brook further south, 
and occupied with two companies each the border of the park 
and the farm buildings. 

Move: 

Moving forward upon La Planchette in company columns at 
open intervals, the fusilier battalion of the 55th threw itself 
simultaneously from th.e south and east into the hedges in front 
of the vineyai'd at that place, and commenced a vigorous and 
bloody musketry action at close quarters with the enemy occupy- 
ing the vineyard. 

Move: 

The -^ advancing from Ch&teau Aubigny towards Planchette 
took up a position in the houses. The enemy abandoned the 
vineyards, and the -^ is now able to press through. 

Move, placing -^ just beyond the vineyard. 

In the bushy hollow between Colombey and la Planchette 
the 6th and 7th companies 15th Regiment alone were as yet 
engaged. 

Pla^ these companies well forward near pine wood on road. 

The fiisilier battalion of this regiment was now led forward 
into this position. On the right pressed forward the 11th com- 
pany along the north side of the Coincy brook in concert with 
the 1st company of the regiment. 

Move: 

While the smaller half of the 1 0th company joined this advance, 
the remainder occupied the thicket at the confluence of the two 
brooks, and from that point took part in the combat. 

Plaxie \^ at the confluence. 

The 9th company supported the above-named companies of the 
2nd battalion in their advance on the western slopes of the 
Colombey valley. 

Move: 

The 12th company moved to Colombey and captured the 
chateau park in conjunction with the detachments fighting 
there. 

Move, 

The 6th light battery was engaged with two hostile batteries, 
and as it was at this time taken in flank by a third it retired 
about 400 paces to the rear to a position on the left of the 5th 
light battery, which had come into action to the south-west of 
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4.^0-d Coincy. We were engaged at all points in a vigorous action 
against superior forces. 

Place 6 i. VI L in 3rd position. 

Beyond Colombey the attack made by von der Goltz was brought 
to a standstill by the superior strength of the enemy, but not 
before it had attained its object. The zeal of some of the infantry 
had carried them close to the small pine wood north-west of 
Colombey, but there the brigade found it hard to keep the ground, 
for the French continued to deploy heavier masses, and led them 
to the attack. Entrenchments and shelter trenches, together with 
the form of the ground, afforded a protection to the infantry, 
while abattis barred the way to the Prussians, now exposed to a 
deadly fire of small arms added to that of large and continually 
increasing numbers of guns and mitrailleuses. 

Arrival of first Reinforcement of Artillery. 

The 1st light battery, 1st F. A. Regiment, which formed part 
of the advance of the 1st Division, hastened under escort of some 
divisions of dragoons ahead of the infantry by Maison Isolde and 
brought the first immediate help to General v. d. Goltz's troops, 
by coming into action at about 4.45 p.m. on the south side of 
Coincy, brook and opening fire against the heights north of 
Colombey. 

Place \ L, I, in first position. 

General Gliimer had wished the battery to be placed on the 
Saarbruck road, but this could not be done immediately, because 
the defile of Planchette had not yet been reconnoitred. Only a 
few rounds had been fired at the enemy's infantry seen on the 
western border of the heights when the infantry of the left wincr 
of Von der Goltz s brigade rushed forward close to the small 
pine wood immediately on the north-west of Colombey, and 
masked the battery, which ceased firing. In the distance the 
1st Dragoons and the Ist field division of artillery were now seen 
approaching by the Saarbruck road, and Prussian infantry were 
advancing in the defile Coincy-la-Planchette, as will shortly 
appear. At this moment the enemy attacked the troops occupy- 
ing the pine woods, and surrounded them with superior numbers. 
Under these circumstances the battery moved to its second 
position. 

PUbce 1 L, J. in second position. 

Advance of 25th Brigade. 

The 1st battalion 13th Regiment advanced between Coincy 
Bottom and the Saarbruck road. 

Place -^-^ 350 yards east of the bend of Colombey brook south 
of Planchette ; 5 H, VII, on road south of Coincy ; 
6 H. VII. at junction of Coincy cross road and Saar- 
bruck road, it having lefttlte road at Ogy in the direction 
ofMontoy. Headof remainder of brigade close on Coincy 
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14th Division and Corps Artillery. 4.30-5 

Place head of infantry Division 300 yards east of Laquenexy; 
head of corps artillery at Pont de Domangeville, where it 
receives orders to advance. It does not advance, however^ 
for some time. 

1st army corps. 

1st Division. 
Place the three batteries of the Division artillery, and cavalry 
escort at cross roads just north of St. Agneau; ^ ^\ 500 

yards east of Flanville ; two companies 43rci Regimsnt 
at bend east of St. Agneau and north of road ; five com- 
panies 4iSrd Regiment close behind them ; five companies 
4iSrd Regiment at bend east of Maison isoUe; fl^g 
1,000 yards west of limekilns, followed by Srd Regiment. 

2nd Division. 

Place 5 L. I., 6 L. I. close to first position west of the brewery 
the 10th Dragoons assemble close at hand in support ; 
-^^ 1,300 yards east of Noisseville. Head of remainder 

of advanced guard including -^ 500 yards east of Petit 
Marais. 

5 to 5,30 P.M. 5-5.30 

VIlTH ARMY CORPS. 
13th Division. 

Place 5 L.7, 6 L, 7 in fourth position. 

It was past 5 o'clock. A determined and bloody action had 
been raging for an hour upon the western slope of the brook. 
Although the Prussian detachments under General v. d. Goltz 
had at present succeeded in maintaining the heights at Colombey 
which they had taken at the. first rush, yet, on the other hand, 
the advance of the right wing south of the Saarbriicken high 
road had encountered throughout an invincible resistance. The 
French held especially a little fir wood lying on the Colombey- 
Bellecroix road.* Their main body was, as already mentioned, 
further to the rear between Colombey and Borny,t whither 
constant reinforcements were seen to arrive. The enemy pre- 
ceded his enveloping attack with a devastating file-fire, by which 
he hoped to drive the weak Prussian advanced guard from the 
ground it had captured. 

When the action assumed this phase, which was by no means 
devoid of danger, supports were also advancing on the Prussian 
side. From the east, the other half of the 13th Division was 
hastening to the help of its sorely-pressed advanced guard, 
whilst, on the north, the 1st Army Corps had moved up with 

* This for tlie most part is a flatiioUow way, flanked throughout its entire length 
on both sides with a closely planted row of trees, alternately poplars and firs, so that 
it forms a regular defensible cutting. The fir copse, which has been frequently' 
referred to, is an open copse with lofty trees. 

t drd Corps, the Guard in rear. 

38476. B 
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5-5.30 the greatest possible speed in accordance with the request made 
to it, and already entered upon the contest. 

Advance -^j^ north and south of Saarhruck road 200 yards up 
the hill towai^s tlie west. 

Artillery of 1st Division 1st Army Corps. 

1 L. I. moved into its second position as described, a gun 
however, being upset in crossing the Coincy defile, and opened 
fire with shell at 900 to 1,000 paceswith the object of extricating 
the infantry at the pine wood. The enemy's columns suddenly 
disappeared, and their place was taken by long lines of skir- 
mishers one behind the other ; mitrailleuses and guns also 
opened fire. For a few minutes the battery was exposed to a 
heavy fire from skirmishers in the vineyards of Planchette 
adjoining the defile of Montoy, but opening fire with case at 
400 paces it cleared the ground. At this moment riflemen and 
infantry from the advanced guard of the 1st Division advanced 
through the defile of Montoy, and strong reinforcements of 
artillery reached that part of the field. 

Place 2 L, /., 1 H, /., 2 H. I. in first position, and move up 
1 L. I, alongside them. 

The fibrst light battery opened fire at 800 paces. Nothing 
could be seen except the smoke of concealed skirmishers and 
the flash of guns. It was extremely difficult to observe the 
burst of the 4-pr. shell in consequence of the position of 
the sun and the brisk fire of the enemy, so that it was not 
until several shots had been fired that it became evident 
that the elevation was too low. It was therefore altered for 
900, and afterwards for 1,000 paces, and at both ranges hits 
appeared to be made. Twice after opening fire the battery had 
seen the enemy, — once when the skirmishers were driven up 
the slope in their rear by case, and afterwards when towards 
evening the enemy's artillery executed a flank march on the 
opposite ridge — there the guns and waggons showed out in dark 
outlines against the bright sky. 

From the very beginning of the action all these batteries 
between the defiles of Montoy and Coincy sustained heavy 
losses, almost entirely from the fire of infantry and mitrailleuses. 
The objects aimed at by all the batteries were nearly the same. 
The enemy's artillery as well as infantry were shelled with great 
success at ranges of from 800 to 1,000 paces by the nearer 
batteries and from 1,400 to 1,600 paces by the more distant 
batteriea 

The two heavy batteries of the 13th infantry Division had 
also hastened forward at a trot from the bivouac at Pange, in 
advance of the infantry. The 5th, which was the first to arrive 
at Coincy, was forthwith ordered by General v. d. Goltz to cross 
the valley at Colombey, in order to afford support to the troops 
engaged at the park against a superior hostile force. 

PUice 5 H. 7 in 1st position^ 
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Immediately the battery came into action on a small meadow 5-5.30 
close to the eastern comer of the park, it was surrounded by a 
semicircle of hostile sharpshooters at scarcely 900 yards distance, 
and received fire simultaneously from them, from mitrailleuses, 
and from another hostile battery tiring shrapnel. The losses 
which it sustained in consequence were so great that even from 
the commencement the regular service of the pieces was im- 
possible. The battery commander, Captain Schnackenberg, all 
the officers of the battery, many non-commissioned officers, men, 
and horses were wounded. After succeeding with the greatest 
difficulty in firing 28 shells, the junior officer, Leiutenant 
Eiihle V. Lilienstem, who was only slightly wounded, brought 
the battery, which was totally shattered, with the aid of in- 
fantry under shelter of the Colombey fatm buildings. After 
some time spent in effecting repairs, the battery was again 
brought into position alongside the two light batteries on the 
Coincy road. 

Place 5 H, 7 vn 27id position. 

The 6th heavy battery had at first followed the 5th. The 
divisional commander. Major Wilhelmi, inclined away with it in 
a northerly direction from Ogy, crossed the Saarbriicken road, 
and brought the battery into position at the south- wast comer 
of Montoy. It here reinforced the right flank of the artillery 
of the 1st Division in their fire against the left bank of the 
Colombey brook, which was still defended with obstinacy. 

Place 6 E, VII. in Ist position, 

25th Brigade. 

The -pg- ascended the heights on the left bank of the Colombey 
brook. 

The battalion lost its commander and the four company leaders 
in the stubborn action which raged at this point ; supported, 
however, on the right and left by detachments of the 1st infantry 
Division and the 26th infantry brigade respectively, it gained some 
ground on the heights between the two roads, Coligny-Columbey 
and Saarbruck-Metz, when the 1st battalion 73rd Regiment came 
up to reinforce it. 

Place -^^ between the two roads on left of J^, leaving space for 
^, which hi^g up into the interval ; ^ 600 yards from 
junction of streams. Head of ^- half way from ^^ 
to Coincy, 

GERMAN DIRECTION. 

On General v. Zastrow reaching the Colombey heights soon 
after 5 o'clock, the advanced troops of the 1st infantry Division, 
and on their left the head of the 25th infantry brigade were 
already moving into the line of battle. 

Greneral v. Zastrow perceived at once that the combat had 

b2 
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5«-5.30 become serious and could not now be broken off. He assumed 
the command on the left flank, ordered forthwith the 25th 
infantry brigade to take part in the fight at the Colombey 
brook, and issued a second order to the 14th infantry Division 
to post the 27th infantry brigade between Marsilly and Colom- 
bey, as a reserve at his special disposal, while the 28th was to 
support General v. d. Goltz s left wing. 

14th Division and Corps Artillery. 

Place head of 2Sth Brigade at junction of roadSy Courcelles av/r 
Nied and Pont de DomangevUle. Corps artillery at Pont 
de Domangeville waiting for road to be cleared. 



1st army corps. 

1st Division. 

The 1st and 2nd companies of the 1st Rifle Battalion pressed 
forward by Flanville as far as the heights north of Montoy. 

Move. 

Colonel V. Basse with the 43rd Regiment followed the great 
Saarbriicken road, and appeared about 5.30 p.m. on the heights 
east of the last-named village. 

Move : 

Place j|^. --^-- at Maison isolee. 

Corps Artillery. 

The corps artillery had set out from the bivouac near Cour- 
celles Chaussy at 5 o'clock. The batteries of horse artillery, 
followed by the heavy batteries, had advanced along the Saar- 
briicken road ; the light batteries had made use of a path 
prepared for the ammunition columns to the south of this road, 
and a bridge over the Nied. 

Place head of horse artillery batteries due south of Vavdre- 
vUle, the light batteries 300 yards south and 500 yards 
in rear. 

2nd Division. 
Place 5 and 6 L, I. both in 1st position. 

A heavy fire from guns and mitrailleuses under cover was 
directed on both batteries without causing them much loss, and 
they succeeded in materially harassing some columns of infantry 
on the march from 2,500 to 3,000 paces distant. 

On the right wing of the line of battle the first to appear 
was the 1st battalion 44th Regiment, formed in company columns 
at open intervals. 

Place these east of and close to NoissevilU. 

The 4th company remained at the brewery in reserve ; with 
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the other three. Major v. Ziegler took the direction of Nouilly, 6-5.30 
part moving through Noisseviile, part passing to the north and 
south of that village. 

Place these close to NoissevUle on west side. 

Place ^^' and ith Begvment 1,000 yards east of Noisseviile. 
Place head of ith brigade, artillery leading, at Les Etangs. 

German Extreme Right. 

The 3rd cavalry Division alarmed at 5 p.m. by the thunder of 
the guns has come up and is now north of St. Barbe. 

Move. 

German Extreme Left. 

The 18th infantry Division belonging to the Ilnd Army, had, 
after a severe march, reached the Metz-Strassburg high road on 
the afternoon of the 14th August, and bivouacked with the 
main body at Buchy. At 5 p.m., when Lieutenant-General 
Baron v. Wrangel was on his way to his advanced parties at 
Orny, he received the report of an action heard to the north- 
ward, consequently, with the 1st Army. Colonel v. Alvensleben, 
commanding the 15th Lancers,* at the same time made further 
communications of a similar nature. In consequence of these, 
a participation by the 18th infantiy Division from the south- 
ward, in the apparently still vigorous but undecided contest, 
gave promise of great success. This view was shared by Colonel 
V. Brandenstein,t commanding the outposts, from his own obser- 
vation. 

Lieutenant-General v. Wrangel, on receipt of the first intelli- 
gence, had given orders for his main body to hold itself in 
readiness to march. He now issued orders for the Division to 
advance rapidly northwards, reported this to the officer com- 
manding the IXth Army Corps at Luppy, and forthwith moved 
off with the advanced guard westward of the Strassburg high- 
road on Peltre. 



5.30—6. 

No alteration in 2Qth brigade, 

25th Brigade. 

Advancing in half battalions and supported by all the com- 
panies present of the 13th and 15th Regiments, the 1st battalion 
of the* 73rd Regiment drove back the enemy to the poplar 
avenue, which leads from Colombey to Bellecroix. With 
General v. Osten Sacken and its commander, Lieut. Colone 
V. Deutch, at the head, it then advanced without halting towards 
the before-mentioned fir copse near the poplar avenue. 

Move. 

* Part of the outposts of the 6th cavalry Diyision between the Seille and the 
MoseUe. 
t Commaader of the 36th Fasilien. 



5.30-6 
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5.30-^ In front of this, under a murderous fire, the companies in the 
Colombey park had been engaged for a considerable time, and 
had suffered very considerable losses. The stormers pressed 
into the copse in spite of a withering shower of bullets, and 
gained the further side. But the ground captured with such 
great bravery could not be maintained. Taken imder fire from 
three sides, these advanced detachments were repulsed with 
heavy loss, and in their retrograde movement impeded the 
further advance of the 2nd battalion 73rd Regiment, following 
in the same dii^ection. 

General v. Osten Sacken assembled his retreating detachments 
in the wood on the brook, and in the valley of Colombey 

Move, and also place i^ just west of brook ; ^ to place 
vacated by ^^-^ ; ^ to follow /^ and to keep north 
of brook. 

14th Division and Coeps Artilleby. 

Place head of 2Sth brigade 1,000 yards east of Ars Laque- 
nexy ; rear of 27th brigade on river at Doman^eville, 
the brigade heading towards Marsilly ; corps artillery 
just across river ready to pass in rear of 27th brigade. 



1st ARMY CORPS. 

Ist Division. 

As reports were here received of a French advance by Lauval- 
lier. Colonel v. Busse, commanding the 43rd Regiment, forming his 
regiment in half battalions, ordered it to pass Montoy in this 
formation, and cross the hollow lying to the northward of it. 

Form the Regiment facing west on east of Montoy, fusilier 
battalion on the left, 1st battalion on the right 

The two fusilier half battalions first advanced through and 
eastward of the place, ascended the heights on the other side, 
and then inclined away to the left so as not to mask the artillery 
fire of the 2nd infantry Division near the brewery. On the left 
of the fusiliers were the 1st and 2nd companies of the 1st Rifle 
Battalion. 

Pl<^<^ i^o; ^^ -^ Is^ half-way between Montoy and Lau- 
vaUier, 

The 2nd battalion followed and took up a position on the 
right wing" of the attacking line, which continued to advance on 
Lauvallier and La Planchette, driving the adversaiy's skirmishers 
in front of it. 

Keep 2nd battalion rather in right rear, and again advance 
fusiliers half way to Lauvallier, 

The 1st battalion, which had already lost its commander. 
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Major V. Wuthenow, while crossing the Montoy valley, followed 5S0-6 
each of the two foremost battalions with two of its companies. 

Move, checking by note,^ 

The regiment thus formed two equally strong wings, in each 
of which two half battalions were in first, and one in second 
line. On the extreme left wing of the regiment were the two 
rifle companies, which moved forward along the Montoy valley 
and with whose assistance the fusiliers soon succeeded in cap- 
turing Lauvallier. 

Place i^^i^ and ^ in Lauvallier, 

Pla^e j-|^ aTid Srd Regiment abreast of Flanville north of 
high road, having bent away from it at Maison isoUe ; 
head of Ist brigade Ivodf^way between Pont db Chaussy 
and Silly aur Nied, 4il8t leading ; ~^ beim^g left at 
Courcelles; the brigade started at 5.30. Horse artillery 
a/tid batteries on road south of Montoy. Light batteries 
at St Agneau. 

2n.d Division. 

In spite of the enemy's vigorous fire from the heights the Ist 
battalion of the 44th Regiment continued its march towards the 
village of Nouilly. 

The let company ascended, from Noisseville, the vineyard on 
the northern slope of the gully which, starting from St. Barbe, 
passes between Servigny and Noisseville towards Nouilly ; the 
2hd and 3rd companies advanced on the south of this valley. 
After the 1st company had beaten back the French skirmishers 
at Nouilly in front of them, it became involved in a vigorous 
combat on the heights east of the Mey copse, where the enemy 
encountered them from densely-occupied shelter trenches. 

Pla^e -^ on west edge of Nouilly copse. 

At this time the other two companies reached Nouilly, which, 
although abandoned by the enemy, was strongly barricaded. 
Onward they laboured through and around the village towards 
the heights, in order to bring the necessary support to the 1st 
company. 

PlAice 1^ at west edge of NouUly. 

This, however, had been provided in another way. The 2nd 
battalion had reached Noisseville shortly after the 1st; from 
thence the 6 th and 7th companies were sent after the 1st com- 
pany round by the north of Nouilly, whilst the 5 th and 8th 
remained temporarily in reserve at Noisseville. 

Move, and place |^ on road leading from Nouilly to VUlers 
L'Orme. 

— — -- ■■■■Ml III Ml -[■ -1 ii ai - - — ~^- - ■ ^ ^ ^j 

* 1st and 2nd. 9th and 12th. 10th and 11th. 6th and 7th. 5th and 8th. 



l.stKifles. 2nd and Srd. 43rd Kegt. 1st and 4th. 
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5.3Q-6 Thus, on the extreme right flank of the line of battle at 
Nouilly five companies of the 44th Regiment were hotly engaged 
up to this time in an unequal struggle against the Mey heights, 
where a superior enemy was opposed to them, in places at not 
more than 250 to 300 paces distance. 

Meanwhile the remaining portion of the 3rd infantry brigade 
had come into line on the Noisseville heights ; first the fusilier 
battalion of the 44th, then the 4th Regiment. 

Form up the brigade. 

Colonel V. Bocking, commanding the former regiment, now 
ordered the 4th company, which had hitherto been left in rear at 
the brewery, to advance in the direction of the mill of Goupillon ; 
it was thus to rejoin the other companies of the battalion, which 
as we are aware had already crossed the Nouilly valley 
victoriously, and with their right wing had even forced their 
way into the copse eastward of Mey. General v. Memerty 
kept the remainder of the infantry in the first instance at 
Noisseville."*^ 

Place -^ 1,000 yards in the direction named. 

Towards 6 p.m. the enemy's left wing was extended and 
the 5th light battery was led into a position north-east of 
Noisseville. 

Place 5 L. /. in 2nd position. 

Hostile infantry columns were indeed visible from that spot, 
but were too distant to be reached with efiect. The battery 
therefore directed its fire with apparently good effect against the 
enemy's mitrailleurs at 1,800 paces, which disappeared after a 
few rounds. 

The 5th and 6th heavy batteries having trotted on. from Les 
Etangs reached the field a little before 6 o'clock. 

Place 5 H. I. in first position. 6 H. I. is kept hack for the 

present 
Plaxie head of isth brigade 1 mile west of Les Etangs, 

GERMAN EXTREME RIGHT. 

3rd Cavalry Division. 

The Division took up a position in rear of the right wing at 
Retonfay, a squadron of the 7th Lancers is in observation on 
the right flank, the battery also came into action. 

Move a/nd place 1 R. VII. in first position. 

GERMAN EXTREME LEFT. 

PloAie the head of the ISth Division at Chesny. 

Leading were two squadrons of the Qth Dragoons, close in 

* 5. 8. F. I. n. F. 
44 4 
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rear followed the 2nd arid Srd battalions of the S6th, with the 5.30-^ 
2nd light battery of the 9th Artillery Regiment These troops 
were joined shortly after by the other two squadrons of the 
Dragoons, which were attached to the main body of the Division. 

GENERAL SITUATION. 

The focus of the Prussian artillery position lay in the centre 
of the line of battle, to the south of Montoy. This co-operation 
of the artillery in the struggles carried on with such unremitting 
tenacity and desperation by the infantry, had been already of 
such avail as to enable diflferent detachments of the Isfc and 13th 
infantry Divisions to gain the opposite bank beyond LauvaUier 
and La Planchette. A further advance towards Bellecroix, how- 
ever, appeared as yet impracticable. Between Colombey and the 
Saarbriicken high road aU attempts to gain ground on the left 
bank of the brook had likewise failed. 



6-6.30 PM. 6-6.30 

Vllth ARMY CORPS. 

Fresh Attack by 25th Brigade. 
Place -^ at the brook. 

On arrival of the fusilier battalion 13th Regiment from Coincy, 
the general led forward the troops once more to the attack. 
Lieutenant-Colonel v. Langen, commanding the 2nd battalion 73rd 
Regiment, moved with his two half battalions towards the north 
side of the fir copse, and that part of the poplar avenue which 
abuts upon it. He was joined on both sides by the detachments 
assembled by General v. Osten Sacken. Lieutenant-Colonel v. 
Deutsch, in spite of his wound, continued at the head of his 
battalion, as loug as he bad any strength remaining. 

The 9th company of the fusilier battalion, 13th Regiment, 
clung pertinaciotjsly to the wood on the Colombey brook ; Major 
Bohmer also led forward the other three towards the fir copse. 

Move: 

In addition to these, the movement was shared by the 3rd and 
4th companies of the 1st Rifle Battalion, which, left with the rear 
portions of the 2nd brigade, and bending to the right from the 
Saarbriicken road at the Maison isoMe, advanced along the low 
ground from Montoy. They now crossed the Colombey brook 
to the south of La Planchette, under a vigorous fire from the 
enemy, and joined the right wing of the 25th infantry brigade. 

Place -^^Just over brook. 

The 2nd battalion of the 13th Regiment coming up from 
Coincy was now not far from the Saarbriicken road, advancing 
in rear of the centre of the line of battle. 

Place ^ at confluence. 
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6-6.80 AITACK ON BELLECROIX HEIGHTS. • 

The 1st and 2nd companies of the 1st Rifle Battalion and the 
fusilier battalion of the 43rd Regiment have now moved south- 
ward of Lauvallier into the space between the two great roads 
and ascend the heights which rise to the westward. 

Move, 

The enemy meanwhile kept up so vigorous a fire upon the 
slopes descending to Lauvallier from his tiers of shelter trenches, 
that the rifles and fusiliers were unable to make any farther 
progress in the direction of Bellecroix. 

Shortly afterwards the detachments of the 2nd infantry Division 
also took part in this struggle, which was carried on with great 
exasperation, but was at first unattended with any decisive 
result. 

Just south of Saarlouis road and east of Lauvallier, place |^; 
on tJieir right and just north of Saarlouis road, place ^, 
with ^1 in their rear. 

As shortly after, about 6 o'clock, a renewed hostile advance 
T^as reported from the right wing in the direction of Vany and 
Villers I'Orme, the general ordered the fusilier battalion of the 
4th to be ready to reinforce the right wing, and the other two 
battalions to advance along the high road towards Bellecroix, 
since the ever increasing rolling of firearms led to the apprehen- 
sion that the adversary might break between the 1st and 2nd 
infantry Division. 

After advancing beyond the artillery positions westward of the 
brewery. Colonel v. Tietzen, commanding the regiment, deployed 
the 1st battalion in company columns on both sides of the high 
road. 

Move, placing ^^ south, and ^^ north of Road, 

A brisk fire of shell and shrapnel fi:om the Bellecroix heights 
received the advancing troops. On the south of the road, Major 
v. Schrotter, with the 1st and 4th companies, reached the 
Lauvallier valley, which was already in our hands, and at once 
took part in the action on the further bank, where the fusiliers 
of the 43rd and the two rifle companies were making vigorous 
efforts to gain the heights. 

Move, 

The first assault failed. We were compelled to abandon the 
slopes upon which we had partly gained a footing, and seek shelter 
in a depression of the ground. Falling back upon the support of 
the 2nd and 3rd companies, 43rd Regiment, the troops assembled 
for the renewal of the attack. 

Move and place |^ just across the brook, between the roads. 

The 2nd and 3rd companies of the 4th Regiment had mean- 
while advanced along the north side of the great road firom 
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Saarlouis, and had endeavoured, under heavy loss, to gain posses- 6-6.30 
sion of the French position, which was strong at all points. But 
neither here were any decisive successes gained in the first 
instance. 

Move, 

At the same time were seen coming up from the southward 
the three half battalions of the 43rd, which, forming the right 
wing, had, as already observed, taken the direction of the 
Saarlouis high road, and from thence bending away to the left 
towards the LauvalUer heights were now hastening to the scene 
of action. 

Whilst Major Schwenke, with tlie 5th and 8th companies of 
the 43rd, turned LauvaUier by the south, and joined the 2nd and 
3rd companies in the acticwa between the two high roads, the 
other two companies of the 2nd battalion proceeded to occupy 
the village, and then push up to the north of the Saarlouis high 
road and receive the exhausted companies of the 4th Regiment. 

Move. 

The 1st and 4th companies, forming the half battalion of the 
2nd line, arrived at LauvaUier shortly after. They at once moved 
forward in a north-westerly direction along the valley, with a 
view to supporting the right wing of the 4th Regiment. 

Move, JceepiTig in the valley. 

When the 2nd company of the 4th Grenadiers began to waver 
on the half ascended slopes, Colonel v. Tietzen brought up the 
5th and 8th companies, in order to support and extend the right 
wing. 

Place ^^ on right of troops north of Saarlouis road. 

Its commander, Major v. Conring, had despatched the 7th 
company to the Goupilloii mill for the purpose of taking up the 
connexion with the 4th company 44th Regiment, and had left 
the 6th in reserve behind the valley. 

Move ^ and also :^ to mill. 

MOVEMENTS OE EEENCH OPPOSITE 

GERMAN RIGHT. 

General de Ladmirault, who was conducting the passage of 
' the 4th French Corps over the bridges at Chambi^re, had left 
Grenier's Division in the neighbourhood of Mey for the purpose 
of covering the retreat. It was against the advanced detach- 
ments of this Division that the companies of the 44th Regiment • 
had gained, at the first onset, the advantages to which reference 
has recently been made. As soon as General de Ladmirault was 
informed of this, he ordered both his other Divisions and the 
reserve artillery at once to show front. He gave instructions 
fcMT CSssey fl Division to advance upon Mey, with a view to 
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6-6.30 giving immediate support to Grenier's Division, which was now 
yielding ground, and at the same time proceeded with Lorencez* 
Division to turn the Prussian right wing by the north of the 
St. Barbe road. 

Move, 

RETIREMENT OF GERMANS FROM MEY COPSE. 

The attack of the 44th on the Mey wood had at this time 
already made progress, although with considerable loss. Major 
V. Ziegler, however, recognised the danger threatening from the 
north, and on purpose to avoid it in time, brought back his 
three companies in good order to Nouilly. The other detach- 
ments of the regiment, in view of the enemy's superiority, were 
also recalled by signal in order to relieve them from an isolated 
defeat. 

Retire the -^ and ^ east of NouUly, 

At the same time General v. Memerty ordered the fusilier 
battalion 4th Regiment, which had been held in readiness to 
cover his right flank, to retire now to Sei*vigny, whilst the 
fusilier battalion 44th Regiment took up a supporting position 
at Noisseville. 

Move, placing ^ at brook. 

Reinforcement of Artillery. 

At a quarter past 6 o'clock both horse artillery batteries of 
the 1st Army Corps Artillery unlimbered on the left flank of the 
6th light battery, which was still in action to the west of the 
brewery. 

Place 2 R. I. 3 R. I. in lat position. 

To the south of Montoy, where the four field batteries of the 
corps artillery were to take up their position, the space was so 
contracted by the five batteries in action, that it was only on 
the extreme left flank that the 3rd heavy battery could find a 
site, which was not particularly favourable from its low situation. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Gregorovius, commanding the division, crossed 
the low ground at Montoy with the 4th heavy battery, and took 
up a position at the north-west angle of the vineyard on the 
other side, which position extended beyond the left flank of the 
horse artillery batteries, and flanked them. It successfully 
supported fiora that place the subsequent advance of the 3rd 
Regiment. 

Place these batteries in 1st position, the light batteries are 
still behind. 

Advance of Rear Brigades and other Troops. 

Form up 4dh brigade east of Chdteau Oras. 

Lieutenant-General v. Bentheim, commanding the 1st infantry 
Division, who was directing from Lauvallier the attack on the 
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Bellecroix heights, had sent orders to the 3rd Regiment, now on 6-6.30 
the march, to turn oflF to the right towards Montoy, and after- 
wards to advance in a north-westerly direction. By doing so 
the connexion between the 1st and 2nd infantry Divisions, which 
in the opinion of the General was as yet too loose, would become 
perfectly secure. 

Colonel V. Legat received this order as the regiment was on 
the Saarbriicken road, nearly abreast of FlanviUe. He at once 
changed direction and advanced vid Montoy towards Nouilly. 

Place head of regvment at Montoy, , 

Place lat brigade half way from Tuilerie to Maison iaoye. 

Place 2Sth brigade close to and eaat^ of Are Laquenexy; 

27th brigade between MarsUly and Chateau Aubigny ; 

corps artillery just at Chdteau Aubigny. 

SOUTH ATTACK. 

Peltre has now been reached, and it is found evacuated by the 
enemy. 

Colonel Brandenstein now hastened forward with the battery 
and a squadron as escort along the heights of Mercy le Haut, 
whither he was followed by the remainder of the dragoons, 
and provisionally by two companies of the 2nd battalion 36th 
Regiment. 

PZooe battery at the angle formed by the high road and the 
road leadi/ng to the chateau, with the dragoons for escort 



6.30—7 P.M. 6.30-7 

EXTREME GERMAN LEFT. 

At 6.30 Captain v. Eynatten unlimbered 2 L. IX. and opened 
fire upon a hostile battery at Grigy and the columns of French 
infantry now visible there. 

Maior-General v. Blumenthal, who assumed the command of 
the advanced guard, had caused Peltre to be temporarily occupied 
by the 6th and 7th companies of the 36th Regiment ; he had 
moved forward by Mercy le haut with the remaining six com- 
panies of the regiment. 

Place these companies at Peltre and Mercy le haut 

At 6.30 p.m., on the approach of the advanced guard of the 
18th infantry Division, Luderitz' cavalry brigade with the horse 
artillery battery crossed the railway east of Frontigny, abreast 
of the Division. Whilst two squadrons of the 2nd Cuirassiers 
completed the connexion with the Vllth Army Corps between 
Mercy le haut and Ars Laquenexy, Captain Preinitzer, with the 
battery and the 4th squadron 3rd Cuirassiers as escort, passed 
between Peltre and Mercy le haut to the west side of the Strass- 
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6.30-7 burg high road, from which place he believed that he could 
ti^e a more eflfective part in the fight. In spite of all the diffi- 
culties presented by abbatis and trenches, the battery gained the 
plateau of the ridge between Peltre and Grigy. In conjxmction 
with Eynatten s battery, and in its gradual advance occupying a 
position to the left front of the latter, it played a successful part 
in the attack on Grigy. 

The remaining cuirassier squadrons formed up in readiness on 
the high road. 

Move, placing 1 R, I in let position. 

Entry of 14th Division and Corps Artillery into Action. 

Place 4 H, VIL, in Ist position. The other batteries do not 
come into action. 

Of the field batteries of the corps artillery, 4 H. VII. fired 
one shot at the enemy's artillery, but then ceased firing, having 
discovered that the range was too great, and that no nearer 
position was available. The other batteries did not open fire. 
The horse artillery division took up a position on the right flank 
of 5 and 6 L. VIL, but was unable to efiect any greater results 
inasmuch as the infantry which had gone on in front intercepted 
the line of fire, it therefore drew off* to the right. 

Place 2 JR. VII. 3 R. VII,, passing through Coincy towards 
the north. Form up 27th brigade. 

On the extreme left wing of the Ist Army the 7th Rifle Bat- 
talion, under Lieut.-Colonel Heinike, had meanwhile, for two 
hours, carried on an obstinate contest with a superior hostile 
force. 

As has been already mentioned, the 4th company of this 
battalion, in conjunction with detachments of the 15th Regi- 
ment, had, at the commencement of the battle, captured the 
hostile shelter trenches on the heights south of Colombey, whilst 
the other three companies were engaged under fire further to the 
left. Between these heights and the woods in the direction of 
Bomy was perfectly open ground, so that, in face of the 
numerically stronger enemy holding the wood, but very slow 
progress could be made. The 2nd company had meanwhile 
succeeded in occupying a clump east of the Borny wood, and 
from that place harassed the right flank of the French with its 
skirmishei*s. 

Move. 

The battalion commander had also neared the adversary with 
the 1st and 3rd companies by taking them along an ascending 
gully, and, from its upper end, bringing the fire of two divisions 
of the 3rd company to bear upon the enemy lying covered in the 
wood. 
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The rifles, posted in this way round the north-east angle of 6.30-7 
the Borny wood in a semi-circle, had been unable to make any 
progress during the protiacted skirmishing, although they had 
prevented the adversary's advance against the left flank of the 
Prussian position at Colombey. The steady and well-directed 
fire of the rifles caused "the French especially heavy losses at this 
point. 



Move 
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1B.B. 

This was the position of affairs when, towards 7 p.m., the heads 
of the 28th infantry brigade appeared on the scone. 

Whilst the Division was on its march on Ars Laquenexy 
General v. Kameke received in rapid succession the corps com- 
manders' orders, of which the second summoned the 27th in- 
fantry brigade to the neighbourhood between Marsilly and 
Colombey as general reserve to the corps. Consequently General 
v. Woyna, with the 28th infantry brigade alone, continued in 
the previous direction, and appeared on the battle-field to the 
south-west of Colombey towards 7 o'clock. 

As the fusilier battalion of the 53rd occupied, as we know, the 
station at Courcelles sur Nied, while the ftisilier battalion with 
the 8th company 77th Regiment had been appointed as escort to 
the corps and division artiUery, General v. Woyna had not quite 
four battalions of his brigade at disposal. During his advance, 
however, the 1st light battery and the 15 th Hussars were assigned 
to him. The latter was directed upon Grigy to cover the left 
flank, but found the place occupied by the enemy. 

Place 1 i. VII. in position. 

The infantry had advanced by way of Ars Laquenexy, and 
extended its right wing as far as Chfi.teau Aubigny. 

As soon as the 53rd Regiment, leading the advance, came 
within range of the enemy's fire. Colonel v. Gerstein deployed 
his 2nd battalion into company columns. 

Place -|y right resting on Ghdteau Aubigny. 

The 1st battalions formed half battalions in rear of the second. 

Place 3^ in rear of right wing, f-| i/n wood west of Ars 
Laquenexj/y 77th on road. Division artillery halts. 



SUCCESSFUL ASSAULT BY 25th AND 26th 

BRIGADES. 

The attack, prepared and vigorously carried out, met with 
success. About 6.45 p.m. the position on the Colombey -Belle- 
croix road, which had been maintained by the adversary vidth 
great stubbornness, was captured. The French retired from this 
point upon Borny, whilst those to the north of the Saarbriicken 
road still held out. The victorious Prussian troops now made 
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6.30-7 g<>od their position along the poplar avenue and in the fir 
copse. 

Move, 

With this decisive result, the action on the extreme right wing 
of the Vllth and the extreme left of the 1st Army Corps, was to 
all intents and purposes brought to a close. The Prussian troops 
sought in vain to advance onward from this position towards the 
cross roads at Bellecroix ; their forward movements were repulsed 
by the enemy * Equally finitless were the repeated attempts of 
the French to regain the lost groimd. An especially vigorous 
attack imdertaken still later in the evening was sharply repulsed 
by Lieut-Colonel v. de Busche with the 2nd battalion 13th 
Regiment. 

Progress of the Struggle at Bellecroix Heights. 

After the failure of the first dash for the Bellecroix heights 
made on the south of it, Major v. Schrotter, commanding the 
1st battalion 4th Regiment, had endeavoured, with the 1st and 
4th companies, to join the other half of his battalion, and suc- 
ceeded in doing so. With the latter, as we are aware. Colonel 
Tietzen, commanding the regiment, had for some time been 
maintaining a desperately bloody contest for the possession of 
the heights between the high road and the de la Tour ttiiII ^ 
during which the two musketeer battalions of the 43rd had 
gradually come up alongside, with the half battalions which were 
advancing along the noi^th side of the high road. 

Collect ^ in valle^j^ of hrook 

In consequence of the necessary retreat of the detachments of 
the 44th on the Nouilly heights, the troops engaged to the south 
of the de la Tour mill were seriously threatened in the right 
flank. In order to obtain some relief on this side, all the detach- 
ments of the 4th Regiment at hand advanced to the attack ; the 
first, personally led by the commander of the regiment, was the 
1st battalion of the 4th, which, on the arrival of Major v. 
Schrotter, as stated, had been refonned in the Lauvallier valley. 
It was followed by the parts of the 2nd battalion which had 
just been engaged on the Bellecroix heights, and by the 6th 
company posted behind the Lauvallier valley. The attack took 
the direction of Mey and Vantoux. 

Place i up the slopes inclining north-westy '^Mi in Hght rear. 

Into this second line of attack advanced also the half battalion 
of the 43rd Regiment, consisting of the*lst and 4th companies. 

Place ^ on right of |. 



'*' On this occasion a French squadron of cuirassiers which charged the skirmishers 
of the rifles was repulsed with great loss. 



33 

The advance of the 3rd Regiment was led by its 1 st battalion, 6.30-7 
which had already thrown forward the two flank companies 
when south of Montoy, and moved in the new direction in two 
parallel lines, the right wing being formed of the 1st company in 
front and the 2nd company in second line. 

Place 1^ on north-east, ^ on north-west of Montoy. 

From the heights of Montoy the struggle at Lauvallier and 
Nouilly could be distinctly observed, giving rise to the impres- 
sion that the enemy, who had just recaptured the vineyards of 
Nouilly, was endeavouring to outflank the Prussian right. 

The colonel now assigned Lauvallier as the point of direction 
for the 1st battalion, and brought forward the 2nd battalion on 
the right flank for the purpose of gradually turning the adversary 
by a half-right movement and a left wheel. The fusilier battalion 
was to follow this movement. 

The order, in the first instance, alone reached the left wing of 
the 1st battalion, so that the 1st and 2nd companies retained 
the direct road to Nouilly, and only the two others, in accordance 
with the instructions, took the road to Lauvallier. 

Place 11? 300 yards north of Saarlouis road equidistant from 

Nouilly and Ooupillon mill. 
Place UiEz^ the fusiliers on the left^ in line of half battalion 

columns, just south of Saarlouis road, following \^. 

Place ^ close to Lauvallier, |. in fight between the high roads. 
Place 1st brigade south of Flanville on Saarbruck road, 

2nd Division. 

General v. Memerty ordered the half of the 44th Regiment, 
hitherto held back at Noisseville, to give support to the com- 
panies retiring by Nouilly, and to prepare for the attack. 

The fusiliers deployed eight divisions into one line of skir- 
mishers ; the remaining four divisions foUow in close order ; the 
5th and 8th companies formed on the left. 

Form up ready to move close to Noisseville, 
Place -| in Servigny and Poix, 
Form up isth brigade at Noisseville, 

7-7.30 7«7.3o 

GERMAN LEFT. 

General Blumenthal now come into communication with the 
troops of Woyna's brigade, advancing simult^eously from the 
eastward towards Grigy, and supported them in the light. 

Place the six companies of 86th Regiment half way between 
Origy and Mercy le Haut. 

38475. n 
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7r*7.8Q The 2nd battalion of the 53rd Reghnent pushed forward into 
the already-mentioned posijbion of the three rifle companies, and 
opened a vigorous file fire upon the edge of the opposite wood. 
The 1st light battery prepared the attack, directing its shell 
apparently with good effect against the skirts of the wood 906 
paces distant. 

Move. 

The 1st and 4th companies followed at first the right wing of 
the 2nd battalion by way of Chateau Aubigny, but afterwards, 
for the purpose of outflanking the adversary's right, moved 
onward in a south-westerly direction in rear of the line of battle 
of the rifles and the 2nd battalion. Their movement being 
screened by a hedge, both companies, first of all the 4th and 
then the 1st, extending to the left and beyond the former^ 
reached the poplar avenue leading to Grigy. They took up a 
firm position there and commenced a musketry action against 
the south side of the Borny copse, which was likewise strongly 
occupied. 

Move: 

The 2nd and 3rd companies had worked their way from Ars 
Laquenexy through the wood on the west as &r as the rear of 
the left wing of the foremost battalion. When they subsequently 
advanced beyond la Grange aux Bois, they found on the left 
Kehl's half battalion already engaged, whilst on the right, the 
2nd battalion and the rifles were carrying on a contest against 
the east side of the copse. They therefore formed up temporarily 
on the deeply sunken road to Borny, and, facing the copse, formed 
a reserve to the brigade in rear of the centre of its line of battle. 

Plcbce ^ inla Orange aux bois. 

Colonel V. Conrady, conmianding the 77th Eegiment, had been 
ordered to extend the left flank of the brigade with the seven 
companies at had. In pursuance of this he had likewise moved 
towards the poplar avenue leading to Grigy, in rear of the line of 
battle. Two companies of the 1st battalion wheeled up towards 
the south-west angle of the Borny wood, the other five companies 
advanced towards Grigy along the avenue in question. 

Move, and keei^ the five companies close to the firing line. 

The two first maintained a standing fight, in conjunction with 
the left wing of the 53rd, against the south and south-west sides 
of the copse, which was still defended by the enemy with 
stubbomess. 

AdtTance of Artillery in Centre. 

Whilst the attack of the 25th infantry brigade about 7 p.m. 
secured to the Prussian troops the possession of the left bank of 
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the Colombey brook, south of the Saarbriicken high road, the 7-7,30 
infimtiy combat morth of this road was doubtfully swaying back- 
wards and forwards. In order also to develop greater artillery 
power on this part of the battle field, Captain v. Horn deter- 
minned to bring forward across the valley the four batteries of 
the 1st infantry Division, which were in action to the south 
of Montoy. He brought the 1st heavy and 1st light across the 
bri(^e at La Planchette, and unlimbered immediately behind 
the infantry skirmishers, at a distance of 1,200 paces from the 
enemy. He then brought forward the other two batteries, and 
placed them on the right of and between the first mentioned. 

Sketch. 

Ist field division of the Ist Army Corps. 

□ Laayallier. 
-<— — 5- 2nd light battery. 

-7- 1st heavy battery. 



From Metz 

■ X. 

Saaibnicken. 



\» 



-<— 4- 2nd heavy battery. 

-T- Ist light battery. 

Place 1 L. I.m Srd position ; 1 H. /., 2 H. L, 2L. Lm 2nd 
position. 



Two guns had their poles broken and were consequently 
delayed in coming up into line. The batteries were placed 300 
paces in rear of the foremost skirmishers, and shelled iSie enemy's 
infantry and artillery with evidently good effect at ranges of 
between 900 and 1,300 paces. The batteries suffered from 
musketry fire only, the enemy's artillery always firing their 
shrapnel too high. 

The effective artillery fire from this very forward position,, 
which was maintained until the end of the battle, contributed in 
no small degree to supporting the subsequent advance of the 
infantry on Vantoux and Mey. 

German Direction. 

Meanwhile, General v. Manteuffel, having observed from the 
Noisseville heights that the enemy kept on extending his left 
wing to the northward, issued the following orders : — 

" Major-General v. Memerty wiU hold, under aU circumstances, 
the positions of Noisseville and of the Nouilly valley. To co- 
operate in this, the corps artillery will be brought up closer to 
Noisseville. The 1st infantry brigade, now advancing along the 
Saarbriicken road, wiU, on arrival, be posted near the brewery 
as general reserve. The 4th infantry brigade, which is also 

C 2 
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7-7.30 approaching, will pass round the north of Noisseville, and, after 
leaving two battalions in the valley there as reserve, will meet 
the outflanking movements of the enemy by a counterstroke on 
his left fl^nk." 

Major-Gteneral Bergman, commanding artillery, issued corre- 
sponding orders. 

The 1st field division (Horn's division) is to remain on the left 
flank and form the pivot. 

The corps artillery (2nd field division and H. A.) will place 
itself between Noisseville and the Saarbriicken high road and 
direct its fire as much as possible on the enemy's left wing. 

The 3rd field division is to move against the left fiank of the 
enemy near Poix and Servigny and press forward energetically. 

« 

Progress of Attack North of Colomrey Heights. 

Between 7 and 8 p.m. the troops fighting at this point suc- 
ceeded in pressing forward to where the poplar avenue from 
Colombey meets the Saarbriicken road, and there completing the 
connexion with the right wing of the 13th infantry Division. 
The troops of this Division kept firm hold of the ground which 
had been so bloodily contested. Some detachments, as for in- 
stance, the fusilier battalion 55th Regiment, had established 
themselves to the north of the Saarbriicken road. 

Movement towards Mey and Vantoux. 

In consequence of the view being impeded by the broken 
nature of the ground, the attack north of the Saarlouis Road also 
resulted in isolated blows, which were quite ineffective, owing to 
the strength of the enemy's positions. Though losing heavily, 
very little progress could be made, until at length the arrival of 
the two intact battalions of the 3rd Regiment produced a decisive 
change at this point. 

Place -| behind J^^, it haviTig joined in the movement towards 
Mey and Vantoux. 

The 2nd battalion, following the 1st and 2nd companies, moved 
after crossing tlie high road, towards the south-west angle of 
Nouilly ; the fusilier battalion, on its left, took the direction of 
the Goupillon mill. 

Place —^ followed by -y on brook west of Nouilly § on brook 
east of Oowpillon mill 

The enemy kept up a brisk fire upon these newly visible 
troops from the further slope of the heights. 

The 6th and 8th companies of the 44th Regiment moved 
forward from Noisseville to recapture the recently abandoned 
heights to the south-west of Nouilly, whilst Major Dallmer with 
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the fusilier battalion advanced against the village itself and the 7-7.30 
heights to the north of it. 

Place ^ south of village and in rear of Srd Begiment 
Plaice left wi/ng of -^ at Nouillyy right wing just north of it 

Arrival of Ist Brigade. 

When the 1st brigade arrived at Montoy General v. Gayl 
directed the Ist battalion 41st Regiment at its head to move 
upon Lauvallier, whence the vigorous roar of battle resounded 
at this very moment. 

Place ^y half a mile beyond Montoy towards Lauvallier, 

The General next sent forward both his fusilier battalion* 
to Noisseville for the purpose of supporting his apparently 
threatened right flank. 

Place ^^77"^ following -^^ |^ half-ioay to Noisseville foU . 
lowed by the rest of the brigade. 

In consequence of General v. ManteuffeFs orders, Major-General 
Zglinitzki, commanding the 4th brigade, sent forward both 
grenadier battalions of the 5th Regiment towards Nouilly. 

Ploxie -^ half-way from Noisseville to Nouilly. 

The musketeer battalions of the 45th were sent in the direc- 
tion of Servigny. 

Phce ^^ on the brook. 

45 



7.30—8. 7.30-8 

German Right and Centre. 

Artillery Movement. 

In execution of General Bergmann's orders the batteries posted 
between the brewery and Montoy wheeled half -right, so that 
they now occupied a line between Noisseville and Lauvallier. 
The two horse artillery batteries formed the right wing, close 
to the south-west angle of Noisseville. Next to them came the 
6th light battery, then the two heavy batteries of the corps 
artillery,* and lastly the two light batteries of the same branch, 
which took up a position to the left, adjoining the batteries of 
the 1st field division, 

Place 2 B. J., 3 B. /., 6 L. L, 3 H, 7., 4 H. I. in ind position; 
3 L, /., 4 L. I, in 1st ^position. 

* The Srd heavy battery had been meanwhile likewise brought up from its 
nnfitvourable position south of Montoy. 
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7.30-8 



Sketch. 

Artillery of the let Army Corps. 



From Metz 




to Bouxonville. 



• Bittery of 3rd C. D. 



Q Poix. 
-i- 6th heavy. 
-T- 5th light. 

□ Servigny. 
-f- 5th heavy. 



Q Noisseville. 



-> 2nd H. 4. 



to Saarloois. 



-h 3rd H. A. 
■f- 6th light. 
•7- 3rd light 



"5" 4^h heavy, 
-f- 4th light. 
-^ 3rd light. 




1st field division. 
(4 batteries.) 



Q Lauvallier 



The 1st field division in action to the west of the defile of 
La Planehette might be considered as in prolongation of the line 
of corps artillery. The corps artillery had during its movements 
and in its position to sustain a heavy but fortunately not very 
effective fire from the enemy's guns, among which those of the 
forts could not be mistaken. Its target was the artillery and 
infantry of the left wing, which were constantly increasing in 
numbers, and the practice was excellent. 

Of the 3rd field artillery division, the 5th heavy battery foimd 
a site close to the south-west side of Servigny ; the 6th light 
battery and the 6th heavy battery to the north of it. fiie 
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hoFse artillery battery proceeded beyond Poix, and took up a 7.30-8 
position on the Bouzonville road. 

Place 5 JB?, i., 5 L. I, in 2nd position ; 6 H. Lin Ist posi- 
tion; 1. jR. VIZ in 2nd position. 

All these batteries were fired upon vigorously, but without 
much effect, by a number of the enemy's guns, mostly placed 
behind entrenchments between the roads to Bouzonville and 
Vremy, and also by several mitraUleurs as well as by the guns 
of the forts. The more advanced of the batteries fixed on the 
enemy's artillery, mitrailleurs, and infantry under, cover at a 
range of fi:om 1,800 to 2,000 paces ; those less advanced at a 
range of from 2,700 to 3,500 paces. 

The H. A. division of of the VII. Corps took up a position to 
the north and north-west of Flanville. 

Place 2 B. VIL, 3 B, VIL in 2nd position. 

The position was, however, abandoned after a few shots at 
hostile artillery on the road Metz-Bouzonville, in oi'der to get 
nearer the enemy and thus support the infantry attack more 
effectually. 

They came into action alongside the corps artillery 1st Army 
Corps. 

Move. 

Progress towards Mey and Vantoux. 

At the first rush the 3rd Regiment ascended the vineyard in 
front from the Goupillon side, Nouilly and the environs having 
just before fallen into the hands of the 44th. Colonel v. Legat's 
two battalions, accompanied by the 6th and 7th companies of 
the 4th Regiment and on its immediate right by detachments 
of the 44th, now pressed forward victoriously along the Mey 
heights, whilst the repulsed adversary retired upon thjs village 
and the copse lying to the eastward of it. 

Place these troops half-way to Mey. 

Major V. Amim led the 2nd battalion 3rd regiment against this 
wood, surrounded it with the 5th and 8th companies from the 
south-west and with the 6th and 7th from the north-east, an^d 
captured it at the first assault. Upon this the 12th company of 
the regiment, and the two companies of the 4th which were 
with it, also pressed forward into Mey and occupied it in the 
darkness which now prevailed. 

The long line of guns south-west of Noisseville had played 
an essential part in this decisive struggle on the Mey* heights, 
especially during the first advance. 

Meanwhile the 1st battalion of the 41st Regiment, which had 
already taken the direction of Lauvallier from Montoy, moved 
further along the slopes of the valley. Accompanying at first 
on the left rear the advance of Colonel v. Legat upon Mey, it 
continued this forward movement under the personal leading of 
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7.30-8 Colonel v. Hiillessem commanding the regiment via Vantoux 
on Vallieres. 

Place Jy halfway between Vantoux and OoupiMon mUl. 

The fusilier battalion of the 4th Grenadiers, which had been 
previously sent to Servigny, had been acting as escort at that 
place, and at Poix, to the four batteries which were engaged in 
cannonading the hostile artillery on^the heights of VUlers TOrme, 
from their position on the extreme riglit flank of the Prussian 
line of battle. After our efforts had been confiined as yet to 
holding the hostile artillery to some degree in cheek, Lieut.- 
Colonel V. Pallmenstein received orders at 7.45 p.m. to advance 
to the attack. With the 12th company in front, the battalion 
moved off in the direction of the hostile batteries, the right 
flank being covered by the 9th company advancing along the 
Bonzonville road. 

Pla^ the battalion east of Villers TOrme. 

Whilst the enemy was thus giving way generally on the battle 
field to the north of the Vallieres brook and the Nouilly valley, 
a reaction had taken place in the situation of the fight between 
LauvaUier and the GoupiUon Mill. 

After a long and bloody struggle against the strong positions 
between Bellecroix and Mey, the strength of the troops, whose 
formation had been much loosened during the course of the 
fight, began to fail Being already for the most part deprived 
of their leaders, the various detachments gradually dropped 
back into the Lauvallier valley on the approach of night, and 
commenced to withdraw up the eastern slope to the high-road. 
Lieut.-General v. Bentheim, who was at this time with the 
batteries of the left wing, hastened towards the retiring troops, 
and by his exhortations brought them to a stand. 

Move. 

After they had been formed into two large bodies the General 
placed himself at their head with drawn sword, and again led 
them forward, drums beating, to the edge of the vaUey and 
against the enemy, forcing him now to give way also at this 
point 

Move. 

The fusilier companies of the Crown Prince's Kegiment had 
gi*adually inclined so far to the left, that they were able to take 
part in this advance. 

Move. 

Meanwhile perfect darkness had almost set in. 

The musketeer battalions of the 5th Regiment, 4th brigade, on 
arriving at Nouilly found that the crisis at that point had been 
already fortunately overcome through the advance of the fresh 
companies of the 44th and the energetic attack of the 3rd 



41 
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Kegiment; the two battalions were posted as reserve in the 7.30-S 
vineyards to the north-west of Nouilly. 

Move* 

For the purpose of carrying out the remainder of his task, 
General v. Zglinitzki had ordered both musketeer battalions of 
the 45th Kegiment to cross the valley in front and the vineyards 
in the direction of Servigny. Passing to the westward of 
this village, they took the direction of Villers TOrrae, as pre- 
viously taken by the fusilier battalion 4th Kegiment; the 
general followed this movement with the two fusilier battalions 
of the brigade. 

Place these in left rear of ^. 

The fusilier battalion 41st Kegiment had continued in the 
direction of Noisseville, originally assigned to it. The 10th 
company passed round the west of the village, crossed the valley 
in jfront on the way to Villers I'Orme. 

Place ^ in rear of fusilier battalions of Uh brigade. 

The other three companies took the road eastward of the 
village in the same direction. 

Place iiHil? on the brooh 

4 1 

The remainder of the 1st brigade took up a position in reserve 
near the brewery as ordered by General Manteuffel. 

Move. 

On reaching this place the last crisis, already described, of the 
fight in the Lauvallier valley had taken place. When General 
V Bentheim once more led forward his troops against the enemy 
he had, in order to ensure success, also ordered the advance of 
the 1st brigade ; its co-operation was, however, not required. 

Conclusion of the Battle on the German Kight. 

The successful attack of the infantry upon the Nouilly heights, 
and the advance towards Mey, rendered the action of the 
artillery between Noisseville and the Saarbruck road unneces- 
sary. The horse artillery batteries of the Ist and Vllth Corps 
artillery moved forward as far as the edge of the valley south of 
Nouilly, from whence they at the same time prepared the way 
for the advance of the fusilier battalion of the 4th Kegiment. 

Place 2 B. J., 3 B. I. in Srd position; 2 B. VIL, 3 B. VII. 

in 4dh position. 

When this battalion came into action, between Mey and 
Villers TOrme, in the first shades of twilight, the batteries at the 
latter place had already retired, but the flashing of rifles and the 
thud of the bullets betokened the presence of hostile infantry. 
The battalion opened fire, and continued it until it was no longer 
answered on the French side. 

Move. 
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7.30-8 The advance of the 4th brigade in rear of ^ was, owing to the 
existing circumstances, never earned out, for as the action ceased 
at all points at nightfall, the further advance of the brigade was 
stopped. The musketeer battalions remained on the heights of 
Nouilly and Villers I'Orme, the fusiliers in a depression of the 
ground somewhat further eastward. 

The 10th company of the 41st Regiment reached Villers 
rOrme, the other three companies of the fusilier battalion 
occupied the vineyards between Noisseville and Servigny, and 
&om thence kept up communication with the 4th infantry 
brigade. 

Move. 

The 2nd battalion 41st Begiment advanced jfrom the brewery 
by way of Lauvallier, and took up a position to protect the bat- 
teries of the 1st infentry Division in action on the west side of 
the valley. 

Move, 

The 1st battalion of the Regiment ascended the ridge in the 
direction of the Bouzonville road. The columns of Qeneral 
Lidmirault retiring along this road were here met with, and a 
battery was forthwith brought into ' action by them to meet the 
unexpected flank attack. No further advance of the weak 
detachments in the immediate neighbourhood of Fort St. Julien 
could of course be attempted. After the foremost companies had 
maintained a file-fire for some time on the high road by which 
the enemy was retiring, the battalion was brought back by way 
of Valliferes. 

Move, 

The two fusilier companies of the Crown Prince's Regiment 
advanced independently, and after crossing the Valliferes brook 
ascended the opposite vine-clad slopes, apparently to the west- 
ward of the point previously passed by the battalion of the 41st, 
which was now seen to be skirmishing on the right flank. In 
the darkness which had meanwhile set in, they still endeavoured 
to take at least a demonstrative part in this struggle, by beating 
drums and flring vigorously. 

Move. 

Later on both companies united with the detachments of the 
41st on the soviih side of the Valli^es valley, where other 
isolated blows have been meanwhile dealt against the enemy's 
retreat. 

Move. 



CJONTIKrUATION OF THE BATTLE ON GeBMAK LeFT AFTEB 

7.30 AND ITS Conclusion. 
The rifles and the 2nd battalion of the 53rd under Major 
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Himpe now advanced together against the north-east comer of 7.30-8 
the copse, and made a concentric attack upon it with success. 

Move. 

During this infantry combat the- 15th Hussars had formed a 
connectiDg link with the troops of the 18th infantry Division 
and the 1st cavalry Division coming up from the southward, 
which now connected themselves with the left wing of the 28th 
infantry brigade in action at Grigy. 

The enemy abandoned the village of Grigy, which was occupied 
by the 2nd battalion of the 77th ; he likewise evacuated the 
southern part of the wood of Bomy, into which the rifles and 
the companies of the 63rd had already penetrated from the 
north-'feast. 

Move. 

The advanced guard of the 18th infantry Division was next 
followed by the 84th Regiment. As soon as its approach ap- 
peared to secure the occupation of Peltre, the other two companies 
of the ^6th Regiment, which had been left behind there, advanced 
along the high road. 

Place Sisih Regiment half a mile south of Peltre ; the two 
companies 36^A Regiment just leaving the village,. 

After 8 o'clock the 2nd heavy battery, which had hastened 
forward from the main body of the 18th infantry Division, came 
up alongside of Preinitzer's battery which in the meantime had, 
escorted by cavalry, pursued the retiring enemy. Both batteries 
directed a concentrated fire upon the enemy, who was giving 
wj^y at all points from Grigy and the Bomy copse. 

Place 2 H, IX. in 1st position, 1 iJ. L in 2nd position. 

Over the whole of the extensive line of battle from Grigy to 
the Bouzonville road the hostile army was in full retreat towards 
Metz and the Moselle. The long range heavy artillery from the 
works of the fortress, especially from Fort St. Julien, now opened 
fire upon the general advance of the Prussian troops. 

On the extreme left flank. Captain Preinitzer with the horse 
artillery battery of the 1st cavalry Division followed, with fre- 
quent changes of position, the adversary's retreat from Grigy, as 
long as the flashes of the enemy's fire-arms permitted an approxi- 
mate estimation of the range. 

When the struggle on this wing ceased at 9 p.m., the troops in 
that direction were" brought back to their former bivouacs. 
The* 4th Lancers, which had been assembled at Jury, took up the 
outpost duties on this side of the fortress. 
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BATTLE OF VIONVILLE, 16th August 1870. 

ORDER OF BATTLE. 
GERMANS. 

IInd Abmt, Prince Fbedebick Charles. 

5th cavalry Division, attached to Xth Army Corps ; Commander, 
Lieut.-General v. Rheinbaben. 

Barbv ' 1 ^^^ Cuirassiers, 13th Lancers, 19th Dragoons. 

B d* ' f "^^^ Cuirassiers, 16th Lancers, 13th Dragoons. 

^^v^ ^Ira^' } ^^*^' ^ ^ ^^' ^°^ ^^^^ Hussars. 

1st horse artillery battery 4th Field Artillery 
Regiment, Captain Bode, 1 R. IV. 

2nd horse artillery battery 10th Field Artillery 
Regiment, Captain Schirmer, 2 R. X. 

Total, 36 squadrons, 12 guns. 

6th cavalry Division, attached to Ilird Army Corps ; Com- 
mander, Duke William of Mecklenburg-Schwerin. 

14th Brigade, T ^^^ Cuirassiers, 3rd and 15th Lancers. 
V. Gruter. J ' 

15th Brigade, 1 3^,^ ^^^ ^^^^ Hussars. 
V. Xvaucn. 1 

2nd horse artillery battery 3rd Field Artillery 
Regiment, Captain Wittstock, 2.R. HI. 

Total, 20 squadrons, 6 guns. . 
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IIIrd Armt Corps. 

General commanding, Lieut.-General v. Alvensleben, II. 

Commanding artillery, Major-General v. Bulow. 

5th infantry Division, Lieut.-General v. Stulpnagel. 

9th Brigade, f 8th body guard Grenadiers, v. L'Estocq. 
V. Doring. \ 48th Regiment, v. Garrelts. 

10th Brigade, f 12th Grenadiers, v. Renter. 
V. Schwerin. \ 52nd Regiment, Wulflfen. 

3rd Rifle Battalion. 
12th Dragoons. 

1st field divi- ( 1st heavy battery, Noldecke, 1 H. III. 
sion 3rd Field J 2nd „ „ Knobbe, 2 H. III. 

Artillery Regi- I 1st light „ Stophasius, 1 L. III. 
ment, Gallus. 1 2nd „ „ VoUbrecht, 2 L. HI. 

3rd Field pioneer company. 

No. 1 Sanitary detachment. 

Total, 13 battalions, 4 squadrons, 24 guns, 1 pioneer company. 

6th infantry Division, Lieut.-General Baron v. Buddenbrock. 

1 1th Brigade, f 20th Regiment, v. Flatow. 
V. Rothmaler. \ 35th Fusiliers, du Plessis. 

12th Brigade, f 24th Regiment, zu Dohna. 

V. Bismarck. \ 64th „ Brandenfels. 

2nd Dragoons. 
3rd field divi- f 5th heavy battery, Eunicke, 5 H. III. 

sion 3rd Field J 6th „ „ Meinecke, 6 H. III. 

Artillery Regi- ] 5th Hght „ MiUler, I. 5 L. III. 

ment^, Beck. 1^6th „ „ v. Schlicht, 6 L. III. 

2nd Field pioneer company with entrenching tool 
column. 

No. 2 Sanitary detachment. 
Total, 12 battalions, 4 squadrons, 24 guns, 1 pioneer company. 

Corps artillery, v. Dresky. 
Horse artillery "v 

S-^i^i^A^ ^-11^^^ list horse artillery battery, Scheringer, 1 R. HI. 
S^nt, rsrd „ ^ „ Rodenbeck, 3 R. III. 

Lentz. J 

2nd field divi- fSrd heavy battery, Vosz, 3 H. III. 

sion 3rd Field J 4th „ „ Fromme, 4 H. HI. 

Artillery Regi- ] 3rd light „ v. Pressentin, 3 L. III. 
ment,Stumpf. L4th „ „ MuUer, IE. 4 L. III. 

1st Field pioneer company with light field bridge 
train. 

No. 3 Sanitary detachment. 
Total corps artillery 36 guns, 1 pioneer company. 

Total of nird Army Corps, 24 battalions infantry, 1 rifle battalion, 
8 squadrons, 84 guns, 3 pion^r companies. 
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Xth Army Corps. 

General commanding, General v. Voigt-Rhetz. 
Commander of artillery, Colonel v. der Becke. 
19th infantry Division, Lieut.-General v. Schwartzkoppen. 

37tli Brigade, f 78th Regiment, v. Lyncker. 
Lehmann. [91st „ v. Kameke. 

38th Brigade, f 16th „ v. Brixen. 
V. Wedell. \ 57th „ v. Cranach. 

9th Dragoons. 

^^*- ^f]^v, ^-^^1 Ist heavy battery, Kleine, 1 H. X. 

n-n^^^'"- Und „ „ LanceUe, 2 H. X. 

Arti lery Regi. ^^^^ ^ '^^ j^ '^ 1 L. X. 

ment, Schau- ^nd ^ v. Baumbach, 2 L. X. 

mann. j »» w ? 

2nd Field pioneer company with entrenching tool 
column. 

3rd Field pioneer company. 

No. 1 Sanitary detachment. 

Total 12 battalions, 4 squadrons, 24 guns, 2 pioneer companies. 

20th infantry Division, Major-Gen eral v. Kraatz-Koschlau. 

39th Brigade, f 56ih Regiment, v. Block. 
V. Woyna. \ 79th „ v. Valentini. 

40th Brigade, v. f 17th „ v. Ehrenbei^. 

Diringshofen. \ 92nd „ v. Haberland. 

10th Rifle Battalion. 

16th Dragoons. 

2nd field divi- *j 3rd heavy battery, Heyn, 3 H. X. 

^ sion 10th Field I 4th „ „ Ribbentrop,4 H. X, 

Artillery Regi- f 3rd light „ Burbach, 3 L. X. 

ment, Krause. J 4th „ „ Mittelstadt, 4 L. X. 

1st Field pioneer company with light field bridge 
train. 

Total, 13 battalions, 4 squadrons, 24 guns, 1 pioneer company. 

Corps Artillery, v. der Gollz. 
Horse artillery ^ 

^y^Y^^ }^J^ ( 1st horse artillery battery, Frisch, 1 R. X. 

wLgim^^^^^^ '' '' Saahniiller, 3 R. X. 

Korber. ) 

3rd field divi- fSth heavy battery, v. Scheven, 5 H. X. 

sion 10th Field j 6th „ „ Reinsdorff, 6 H. X. 

Artillery Regi- ] 5th light „ Berendt, 5 L. X. 

ment, Cotta. l^6th „ „ Richard, 6 L. X. 

No. 3 Sanitary detachment. 
Total of corps artillery 36 guns. 



Total Xth Army Corps, 24 battalions of infantry, 1 rifle battalion, 
8 squadrons, 84 guns, 3 pioneer companies. 



4» 

Attached to Xth Army Corps. 

Brigade of Dragoons of the Guard, v. Brandenburg II. 

1st Guard Dragoons. 
2nd „ „ 

1st horse artillery battery, v. der Planitz. 

Total, 8 squadrons, 6 guns. 

VIIIth Army Corps op 1st Army, General v. Steinmetz. 

General commanding, General v. Goeben. 

16th infantry Division, Lieut.-General v. Barnekow. 

d2nd Brigade, v. 1 40th Fusiliers, v. Eberstein. 

Rex. J 72nd Regiment," v. Helldorf. 

9th Hussars. 
3rd field division"! 

8th Field Ar- | 5th heavy battery, Jacobi, 5. H. VIII. 

tillery Regi- V6th „ „ Mende, 6. H. VIII. 

ment, Hilde- I 5th light „ Hammer, 5. L. VIII. 

brandt. J 

Total, 6 battalions, 3 squadrons, 18 guns. 

Placed under orders of VIIIth Army Corps. 

11th Regiment (of 18th Division), v. Schoning. 
Commander of 18th Division, Lieut.- General v. Wrangel. 

IXth Army Corps op IInd Army. 

Genefal commanding, General v. Maustein. 

25th Division, commander, Lieut.-General Prince Louis of Hesse. 

Commander of field artillery, Lieut.-Colonel Stumpff. 

49th Brigade, v. 1 1st Body Guard Regiment, Coulmann. 
Wettich. J 2nd Regiment, Krans. 

1st Cavalry. 
Hessian Fieidll8*l»e*^ battery Re^ 1. H. H. 

■p. . . >2nd „ „ Horanan, 2. H. H. 

IJivision. J jg^ j.gj^^ ^^ Pj.^^j^^ j -L h. 

Total, 4 battalions, 4 squadrons, 18 guns. 

Grand total, 61 battalions, 2 rifie battalions, 87 squadrons, 228 guns, 
6 pioneer companies. 

FRENCH. 

Commander, Marshal Bazaine. 
Imperial Guard, G<3neral Bourbaki. 
1st Division, General Deligny. 

1st Brigade, 1 Ist and 2nd Regiments of Voltigeurs of the Guard 

Brincourt. j and the rifle battalion. 

^^afme^^' I ^^^ *^^ ^*^ Regiments of Voltigeurs of the Guard. 

Guard Field Ar-1 

tillery Regi- >No. 1 and 2 batteries, No. 5 battery (mitrailleuse), 
ment. J 

1 company of engineers. 

Total, 13 battalions, 12 guns, 6 mitrailleuBes^ 1 engineer company. 

38475. D 
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2nd Division, General Picard, 



1st Brigade, 1 Guard Zouave Regiment (2 battalions). 



Jeanningros. 



2nd Brigade, 1 2nd „ 



de la Croix. 



1st Grenadiers of the Guard. 
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. 3rd „ „ y, 

Nos. 3 battery. 

„ 6 „ (mitrailleuse). 
1 company of engineers. 

Total, 11 battalions, 12 guns, 6 mitrailleuses, 1 engineer company. 
Cavalry Division, General Desvaux. 



1st Brigade, du 

Fretay. 
2nd Brigade, de 

France. 



Guides Regiment. 

Regiment of Chasseurs-i-Cheval of the Guard. 

„ Lancers „ 

„ Dragoons ^ 

3rd Brigade, dul „ Cuirassiers „ 

Freuil. j „ Carbineers „ 

Nos. 1 and 2 batteries of Regiment of the Horse 
Artillery of the Guard. 

Total, 24 squadrons, 12 guns. 

Artillery Reserve : — 

Nos. 3, 4, 6, 6 batteries of the Regiment of the 
Horse Artillery of the Guard, 24 guns. 

Total Guards Corps, 23 battalions of infantry, 1 rifle battalion, 24 
i;quadrons, 60 guns, 12 mitrailleuses, 2 engineer companies. 



2nd Army Corps. 

General commanding, General Frossard. 
1st Division, General Verg^. 

1st Brigade, / ^2nf Regiment. 
V aiaze. ^ ^^^ ^.^^ BattaUon. 

2nd Brigade, f 76th Regiment. 
Jolivet. \ 77th „ 

Nos. 5 and 12 batteries, No. 6 battery (mitrailleuse), 

.5th Artillery Regiment. 
1 company of engineers. 

Total, 13 battalions, 12 guns, 6 mitrailleuses, 1 company of engineers. 

2nd Division, General Bataille. 

IstBrigade, n?/«S7"*- 
I'ouget. I ^2th Rifle Battalion. 

^"^FauvaS^ Bas^l^^^^^ Regiment, 
toul. J^^^^ " 

Nos. 7 and 8 batteries. No. 9 battery (mitrailleuse), 

6th Artillery Regiment. 
1 company of engineers. 

Total, 13 battalionSi 12 guns, 6 mitrailleuses, 1 company of engineers. 
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Cavalry Division, Greneral de Valabregue. 



1st Brigade, de 
Valabregue. 

2nd Brigade, 
Bachelier. 



4th Chasseurs, 
' 5th 

.7th Dragoons. 
^ 12th „ 



Total, 16 squadrons. 

Artillery Reserve :— 

Nos. 10 and 11 batteries, 5th Artillery Regiment. 
„ 6 and 10 ;», 15th ^. ,, 

„ 7 and 8 „ 17th Horse Artillery Re- 
giment. 

Total, 36 guns. 

Engineer Reserve, 2 companies. 

Total of 2nd coips, 24 battalions of infantry, 2 rifle battalions, 16 
squadrons, 60 guns, 12 mitrailleuses, 4 companies of engineers. 

3bd Abmy Corps, Marshal le Boeuf. 
1st Di^ion, General Montaudon. 

1st Brigade, Ps^J,^^^--*- 
Aymard. |^ ^^^-^ j^.^^ BattaUon. 

2nd Brigade, J 81st Regiment. 
Clinchant. \ 95th „ 

Nos. 5 and 6 batteries, No. 8 battery (mitrailleuse) 

of 4th Artillery Regiment. 
1 company of engineers. 

Total, 13 battalions, 12 guns, 6 mitrailleuses, 1 company of engineers. 

2nd Division, Greneral Nayral (formerly Castagny). 

f 19th Regiment. 
1st Brigade - < 41st „ 

1 15th Rifle Battalion. 
2nd Brigade, f 69th Regiment. 
Duplessis. \ 90th „ 

Nos. 11 and 12 batteries, No.9 battery (mitrailleuse), 
of 4th Artillery Regiment. 

1 company of engineers. 
Total, 13 battalions, 12 guns, 6 mitrailleuses, 1 company of engineers. 

3rd Division, General Metman. 

1st Brigade, (If,^^'^'^''''' 
Potier. "^ y ^j^ j^.^^ BattaUon. 

2nd Brigade, f 59th Regiment. - 
Amandeau. \71st „ 

Nos. 6 and 7 batteries. No, 5-batterv (mitrailleuse), 
of the 11th Artillery Regiment. 

Total, 13 battalions, 12 guns, 6 mitrailleuses, 1 company of engi^eersw 

D2 
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4th Division, General Aymai-d's (fonnerly Decaen). 



, . T> . , f 44th Regiment. 

Ist Brigade, I ^^^^ ^^^ 

urauer. l j ^ ^.j^ ^^^ Battalion. 

2nd Brigade, / 80th Regiment. 



Ferriere. \ 85th 

No8. 9 and 10 batteries, No. 8 battery (mitrailleuse), 

of the 11th Artillery. Regiment. 
1 company of engineers. 

Total^ 13 battalions, 12 guns, 6 mitrailleuses, 1 company of engineers. 
Cavalry Division ; Commander, General de Clerembault. 

^^B^lh^d } ^°^' ^^^' *"^ ^^^^ Chasseurs. 

2nd Brigade, 1 ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ Dragoons. 

Maubranches. J ^* 

3rd Brigade, 1 ^^-^ ^^^ ^^^ Dragoons. 

Juniac. J ° 

Total, 28 squadrons. 

Artillery Reserve : — 

Nos. 7 and 10 batteries of 4th Artillery Regiment. 
Nos. 11 and 12 batteries of 11th ArtiQery Regi- 
ment. 
Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4 batteries of I7th Horse Artil- 
lery Regiment. 
Total, 48 guns. 

Engineer Reserve, 1^ companies. 

Total of 3rd Corps, 48 battalions of infantry, 4 rifle battalions, 28 
squadrons, 96 guns, 24 mitrailleuses, 5^ engineer companies. 
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4th Army Corps. 

Commander, General de Ladmirault. 
Ist Division, General de Cissey. 

Ist Brigade f ^^* I^egiment. 

Brayer. ^ ^oth Rifle Battalion. 

2nd Brigade, / 57th Regiment. 
Golberg. \ 73rd „ 

Nos. 5 and 9 batteries, and No. 12 battery 

(mitrailleuse), of 15th Artillery Regiment. 
1 company of engineers. 

Total, 1 3 battalions, 12 guns, 6' mitrailleuses, 1 company of engi- 
neers. 

2nd Division, General Grenier, 

1st Brigade, /S^^^,^''** 
Belleconrt. ^ ^^^ ^.^^ Battalion. 

2nd Brigade, f 64th Regiment. 
Pradier. X98th „ 

Nos. 6 and 7 batteries, and No. 5 battery 

(mitrailleuse), of 1st Artillery Regiment. 
1 company of engineers. 

Total, 13 battalions, 12 guns, 6 mitrailleuses, 1 company of engi- 
neers* 
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3rd Division, General Lorencez, 

1st Brigade, HgJ ^^^j;"^"*' 

^*J^^- \2nd Rifle Battalion. 

2nd Brigade, J 54th Regiment. 
Berger. [ 65th „ 

Nos. 9 and 10 batteries, No. 8 battery (mitrailleuse) 

of 1st Artillery Regiment. 
1 company of engineers. 

Total, 13 battalions^ 12 guns, 6 mitrailleuses, 1 company of engi- 
neers. 

Cavalry Division, General Legrand. 

1st Brigade, 1 ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ Hussars. 
Montaigu. J 

2nd Brigade, 1 3^ ^^^ ^ ^^^ Dragoons. 
Grondrecourt. J ^^ 

Total, 16 squadrons. 

Artillery Reserve : — 

Nos. 11 and 12 batteries of 1st Artillery Regi- 
ment. 

Nos. 6 and 7 batteries of 8th Artillery Regiment* 

Nos. 5 and 6 batteries of 17tli Horse Artillery 
Regiment. 

Total Artillery Reserve, 36 guns. 

Engineer Reserve : — 

1 company of engineers. 

Total of 4th Corps, 36 battalions of infantry, 3 rifle battalions, 16 
squadrons, 72 guns, 18 mitrailleuses, 4 engineer companies. 

oTH Army Corps. 

2nd Division, 1st brigade, Lapasset. 

84th and 97th Regiments, 3rd Lancers, 7th battery 
of 2nd Regiment. 

6th Army Corps. 

Commander, Marshal Canrobert. 
1st Division, General Tixier. 

- ^ T, . , f 4th Regiment. 

Ist Brigade, i ^^^^ ^^^ 

Pechot. 1^ y^y^ j^jfl^ Battalion. 

2nd Brigade, T 12th Regiment. 
Dais. 1 100th „ 

Nos. 5, 7, and 8 batteries of 8th Artillery Regi- 
ment. 

Total, 13 battalions, 18 guns. 
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2nd Division, General Bisson. 
1st Brigade, 9tli Regiment. 
Total, 3 battalions. 

3rd Division, General la Font de Villiers. 

Ist Brigade, 1 75th Regiment. 

de Sonnay. J 91st „ 
2nd Brigade, 1 93rd Regiment. 

CoUn. J 94th „ 

Artillery, Nos. 5, 6, 7 batteries of 14th Artillery Regiment. 

Total, 12 battalions, 18 guns. 

4th Divison, General la Vassor Serval. 

Ist Brigade, 1 25th Regiment. 

Marguenat. /26 th „ 

2nd Brigade, t 28th Regiment. 

Chanaleilles. j 70th „ 

Total, 12 battalions. 

Total of 6th corps, 39 battalions, 1 rifle battalion, d6.gans. 

Cavalry Reserve. 

1st Division, General du Barail. 

1st Brigade, 1 1st Chasseurs d'Afrique. 
Margueritte, j 3rd „ „ 

2nd Brigade, \ 

de Lajaille. / ^^^^ Chasseurs d'Afrique. 

Nos. 5 and 6 batteries 19th Horse Artillery 
Regiment. 

3rd Division, General de Forton. 

1st Brigade, \ , . , ^ , ^ 
Prince Murat. / 1«* ^^ ^^^ Dragoons. 

^''I'^Grimont. } ^^^ ^^ ^^^ Cuirassiers. 

Nos. 7 and 8 batteries 20th Horse Artillery 
Regiment. 

Total, 28 squadrons, 24 guns. 

Main Artillery Reserve. 

Commander, General Canu. 

Nos. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 batteries 13tb 
Artillery Regiment. 
' Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 batteries 18th Horse 
Artillery Regiment. 
Total, 96 guns. 

Main Engineer Reserve : — 

3 engineer companies. 

Grand total, 176 battalions, 11 rifle battalions, 116 squadrons, 
450 guns, 66 mitrailleuses, 15^ companies of engineers. . . J 
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PRELIMINARY OPERATIONS. 

At 7 p.m. 15th August, Prince Frederick Charies promulgated 
from Pont a Mousson, amongst the arrangements for the 16th 
August, the' following affecting the corps which eventually took 
part in the battle of Vionville. 

The Ilird and Xth Army Corps and the two cavalry Divi- 
sions attached to them were designed for an advance in force 
against the road to Verdun. The Ilird Corps* and the 6th 
cavalry Division were to cross the Moselle below Pont 4 Mousson. 
The former received instructions to move by way of Gorze 
towards Vionville and Mars la Tour ; the latter was, at the dis- 
cretion of its commander, to make a circuitous movement from 
Pagny past Thiaucourt, for the purpose of reaching the great road 
to Verdun by this route. The Xth Corps, after calling up the 
troops still in the valley of the Moselle, was to continue its 
advance from Thiaucourt to St. Hilaire and Maizeray. The IXth 
Corps received instructions to advance to Sillegny with a view 
to following the Ilird Corps to Gorze on the l7th. 

The 5th cavalry Division was already in the neighbourhood 
of Mars la Tour. On the night of the 15th its brigades bivouacked 
as follows, 13 that Xonville, 11th at Puxieux, 12th at Suzemont. 

General v. Voigts Ehetz deemed it advisable to combine with 
the march of his corps to St. Hilaire a reconnaissance in force 
upon the encampment remarked by an officer of the 10th Hussars 
in the vicinity of EezonviUe on the evening of the 15 th. For 
the execution of this enterprise he had detailed the 5 th cavahy 
Division, under Lieut.-General v. Rheinbaben. As a reinforce- 
ment, he gave orders early on the 16th for Lieut.-Colonel Caprivi, 
chief of the general staff, to bring up the two horse artillery 
batteries of the corps artillery with an escort of the 2n(i squa- 
dron 2nd Dragoons of the Guard from Thiaucourt to Xonville. 
As reserve to the reconnaissance, the half of the 37th infantry 
brigade, which was at Thiaucourt, was further instructed to 
reunite forthwith at Chambley with Colonel v. Lyncker's detach- 
mentjf despatched along the Moselle valley to Nov^nt. Mean- 
while General v. Voigts Ehetz purposed marching with the 
remainder of the 19th infantry Division and the brigade of 
dragoons of the Guard from Thiaucourt to St. Hilaire, whilst the 
20th infantry Division was to follow from Pont k Mousson to 
Thiaucourt. The 2nd battalion 8th Body Guard Grenadiers 
and. the 4th squadron 12th Dragoons were on the night of 
the 16th--]6th at Gorze as outposts of the 5 th infantry 
Division. - -. 



♦ The inrd Corps bivouacked on the left bank on the night of the 15th at and 
nearNov^ant 

t The 2nd and fusilier battalions of the 78th Regiment, the 1st and 3rd squadrons 
of the 9th Dragoons, and the Ist light battery of the 10th Field Artillery Regi- 
ment. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE FIELD OF BATTLE. 

The battle-field of the 16th August lies to the west of Rezon- 
ville on both sides of the southern main road from Metz to 
Verdun. This leads between Gravelotte and the river Yron 
over an open and broad plateau,* bounded on the east and south- 
east by large connected woods, which more particularly clothe 
the upper parts of the slopes falling towards the Moselle. Smaller 
woods extend northward of the high road along the so-called 
Boman road, presenting also towards that side a screen to the 
movements of troopa. In other respects the plateau, especially 
at the highest points of its long and broadly -swelling ridges, 
permits of an extended view in aU directions. Cover under fire 
is offered in general only by the natural undulations of the 
ground and by some large hoUows, in which the villages of 
Rezonville, Flavigny, Vionville, and Mai's la Tour are situated, 
and which, more or less deeply depressed, divide the plateau into 
separate positions. The most remarkable of these are the two 
parallel valleys, which fall, one to the east of Rezonville, the 
other through this village towards the south, and the flat valley 
conunencing near Flavigny, which, after first intersecting the 
plateau in a south-westerly direction, bends round through the 
Bois de Gaumont to Gorze, and forms the southern boundary of 
the battle-field. 

Another equally important position is that between the Tron- 
viUe heights and the plateau of Bruville and St. Marcel on the 
north. This passes at first as a gentle depression from the vici- 
nity of Vionville towards the Roman road, then on the northern 
edge of the Tronville copses becomes a deeply sunken valley, 
which unites to the north of Mars la Tour with a parallel valley 
of the Yron, 

POSITIONS OCCUPIED BY GERMAN TROOPS AT 

8.30 A.M. 16th AUGUST.f 

13th Brigade, 5th Cavalry Division. 

Redem's hussar brigade, intended to lead the reconnaissance 
had moved off from its bivouac at Xonville at 6 a.m., and was 
formed up to the west of Puxieux bottom. To it were attached 
the four batteries of horse artillery which were on the spot ; J 
Major Korber, commanding the horse artillery division of the 
Xth Corps, assumed the command of them. 

Redern^s brigade had sent forward the three squadrons of the 
10th Hussars § and Schirmer's battery || as advanced guard. 

Place these. 



* A more detailed description is given in Hofifbauer's work« 

f It is recommended to show the German troops by blue pieces, the French by 
red pieces. — "L. A. H. 

J The two batteries of the 6th cavalry Division, and the two horse artillery bat- 
teries of the Xth Corps. 

§ The 1st squadron had been sent to Nancy. 
2 R. X. 
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They were followed, at line distance,* on the right by the 
11th Hussars and on the left by the 17th Bnmswiek Hussars, 
each in squadron columns at close intervals, but with a large 
interval between the regiments, so as not to hamper the move- 
ments of the batteries. 

Place these. 

The previoasly-mentioned squadron of Dragoons of the Guard 
had joined the Brunswick Hussars, from which a squadron was 
detached in a westerly direction towards Maizeray.f 

Place these troops in position, and the 11th cavalry brigade 
at Puodeux. 



6th Cavalry Division. 

The 6th cavalry Division was left on the right bank of the 
Moselle, observing Metz, whilst the Ilird Army Corps effected 
its passage at Nov^ant and Champey during the night of the 
15th-16th. At 2 a.m., however, Duke William of Mecklenburg, 
commanding the Division, received orders from General v. 
Alvensleben, commanding the Corps % to make arrangements to 
finish crossing the Moselle at Corny by 5.30 a.m., so as to take 
up a position at the head of the corps. The Division was at 
once called to arms. But as the suspension bridge at Corny 
could only be crossed singly and dismounted, the passage was 
not completely eflfected until 7 o'clock. Half an hour later the 
advance was continued by way of Gorze; in front were the 
3rd Hussars, then the 16th Hussars and the battery of horse 
artillery, in rear Griiter's brigade, from which, however, two 
squadrons of the 3rd Lancers were still left on the right bank 
of the Moselle pending their relief by troops of the 1st Army. 

From the advanced parties of the r)th infantry Division, which 
had already during the night occupied the important gorge at 
Gorze, it was ascertained that there were hostile cavaliy posts 
on the heights of Eezonville ; there were also said to be detach- 
ments of infantry in the woods stretching from that village 
towards Gorze. Major v. Schonfels, the staff officer of the 
cavalry Division, who had trotted forward with the leading 
squadron of hussars past Gorze towards Eezonville, corroborated 
these reports. After awaiting the closing up of the leading 
troops of the 5th infantry Division at St. Catherine, Ranch's 
brigade advanced along the Gorze-Flavigny Road. Griiter's 
brigade was ordered to keep up communication with the 5th 
cavalry Division by way of Buxieres and Mars la Tour. 

Place the head of 16th brigade at N.W, issue from Oorze ; head 
of l^th brigade on Chambley-Oorze road at turning to 
Bois de Gaumont. 



* 300 paces. 

f This squadron joined the regiment in the coarse of the daj. 

\ The 6& caval^ Division was at that time attached to the Ilird Army Corps. 
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6th Infantry Division, IIIrd Abmt Cobps. 

In fulfilment of the army order of the evening of the 1 6th, 
the IIIrd Army Corps, after a short night's rest, moved forward 
from the vaUey of the Moselle on the morning of the 16th. Since 
half-past 7 o'clock the 5th infantry Division had been following 
the 6th cavalry Division along the vaUey road from Nov&mt to 
Gorze, with the object of takhog as soon as possible the direction 
of VionviUe, which had been assigned to it. The 9th brigade 
formed the advanced guard of the Division ; two battalions and 
a squadron of dragoons had been left behind at Domot and 
Corny as a protection to the right flank against Metz, and to 
secure the bridges over the Moselle.* 

Place head of the column at St Catherine's. In rear of 
the Division foUows Lyncher's detachment from Nov^ant, 

Place 2nd battalion 8th Body Guard OrenadierSy and iih 
squadron 12th Dragoons at Oorze, 

6th Infantry Division, IIIrd Armt Corps. 

The 6th infantry Division which with the corps artillery 
formed the other column of the IIIrd Army Corps had moved off 
from Amaville as early as 5 o'clock, and was to march vik Onville 
and Buxiferes to Mars la Tour. The general commanding the 
corps was with this column. 

The Division had first received intelligence near Bayonville, 
about 6.30 a.m., through an officer's patrol of the 2nd Dragoons, 
its divisional cavalry, that the enemy's outposts were between 
Tronville and VionviUe. At 8 o'clock, on emerging from the 
Bois de Harl, large French camps were clearly distinguished at 
VionviUe and Eezonville. The Division now formed upf at 
Buxi^res, the 12th brigade in front, the 11th in rear, each in 

* Order of march of the 5th infantry Division on the morning of the 16th 
August : — 

Outposts at Gorze during the night: — 1 

2nd battalion, 8th Body Guard Grenadiers V « r* • -4 

4th squadron 12th Dragoons - -J 

9th infantry brigade as advanced guard: Mig.-Gen. y. Ddring. 

1st and 2nd squadrons 1 2th Dragoons -1 aj r^ % r^ i. 

1st and 2nd battaUons 48th Re^ment - / -Advance : Col. v. Ganelts. 

Fusilier battalion, 48th Eegiment - 
1st light battery - - - 

3rd r&e battalion - - - 

Fusilier battalion, 8th Body Guard Gren.^ 
10th infantry brigade : Maj.-Gen. v. Schwerin. 
1st battalion 52nd Regiment. 
2nd light battery. 
1st heavy „ 

2nd „ ., . i. 

2nd and fusilier battahons 52nd Regiment. 
2nd and fusilier battalions 12th Regiment. 
Left in the valley of the Moselle: — 

At Dornot: 1st battalion 8th Body Guard Grenadiers* 

3rd squadron 12th Dragoons. 
At Corny : 1st battalion 12th Regiment, 
f For rendezvous formation, see Newdigate's Drill of the Prussian Army, p. 279, 
and latest alterations to same. 



^Main body of adv. guard: 
^ Lieut.-Col. V. L'Estocq. 
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two lines.* The corps axtilleiy had quitted the Division at 
Onville. 

Form up the Division. ' 

After giving instructions to the 6th infantry Division not to 
allow itself to be drawn into an engagement before the 6th 
cavalry Division should have reached the plateau to the north- 
ward, General v. Alvensleben, commanding the corps, rode 
forward in person to reconnoitre, escorted by two squadrons of 
Dragoons. 

It is not necessary to move forward these squadrons, 

POSITIONS OCCUPIED BY FRENCH TROOPS AT THE 
COMMENCEMENT OF THE BATTLE. 

Pla^e the French troops on the plan according to the following 
account : 

Of Forton's cavalry Division, Miu^at's dragoon brigade was 
north of the high road, in front of the houses of Vionville, and in 
rear of the crest which borders the road ; the divisional artillery 
was with this brigade ; Gramont's brigade was in rear of the 
dragoons. The disposition of the outposts is given by General 
Forton in a report to Marshal Bazaine which will be found at 
p. 278, et seq., of Bazaine's L'Arm^e du Rhine.f 

Of the 2nd Corps, Valabregue's cavahy Division was west of 
Rezonville, on both sides of the road ; the infantry were south of 
the road; the 2nd Division with its brigades side by side, 1st on 
the right, 1,600 yards west of Rezonville ; the 1st Division was 
in two lines on the spur running south from Rezonville to Cote 
Moussa. On the left of this Division Lapasset's brigade of the 
5th Corps faced the Bois de St. Amould. 

The 6th Corps was north of the high road ; its 4th Division 
was east of Rezonville close to the road facing south ; the left of 

♦ lath brigade. Colonel v. Bismarck: 

64th Begiment. 
Colonel Baron Treusch v. Buttlar-Braudenfels. 

24th Kegiment 
Colonel Count zu Dohna. 

11th brigade, Major-General v. Hothmaler: 

35th Regiment. 

Colonel du Flessis. 

20th Begiment. 
Colonel V. Flatow. 

The 6th company 64th Begiment was absent being escort to the Corps head- 
quarters. 

f The outoosts were at no great distance from the main body of the brigade ; the 
character of the duty as performed by the brigade may be instanced by the fact 
that a captain of scouts reported at 6 a.m. that he had found Tronville 
temporarily unoccupied, but that during the night the exits from the village had been 
barricaded. 
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the 3rd Division rested on Valabrfegue's cavalry, the right on 
St. Marcel ; at St. Marcel were the three battalions of the 2nd 
Division ; between St. Marcel iand the Jamy Road was the 1st 
Division. 

The Guard Corps was west of Gravelotte, facing west and 
parallel to the Malmaison-Mogador road ; the cavalry on both 
sides of the main road, the 1st Division on its right extending to 
Malmaison, the 2nd Division on its left. Of the 3rd Corps the 
1st and 2nd Divisions, the former on the left, occupied the space 
between the right of the 1st Division 6th Corps, and Vemeville 
facing noi-th-west. The 4th Division was in rear of the 2nd ; 
Clerembault's cavalry was in advance of the 2nd Division. The 
artillery park of the Army is west of Rezonville. The rest of the 
army is gradually coming up from the Moselle valley. 

COMMENCEMENT OF THE ACTION BY ARTIL- 
LERY OE CAVALRY DIVISIONS, AND ITS 
COURSE TILL 9.30 a.m. 

GERMAN MOVEMENTS, LEFT. 

At half-past 8 o'clock the 13th brigade moved off past the 
south of TVonville, towards Vionville. It was followed on the 
left rear by Bredow^s brigade from Suzemont past Mars la Tour, 
and by Barby's brigade in reserve from XonviUe to TronviUe. 

Intelligence had been received from the outposts that to the 
west of Vionville, close to the village, there was a hostile cavalry 
camp, in which cooking was going on, and which in other res- 
pects was quite off its guard. In point of fact the hussars met 
with no French patrol to the other side of TronviUe. Schirmer's 
battery unlimbered on a commanding height (901) to the north- 
east of the village, and opened a completely unexpected fire at 
a most effective close range upon this camp of Murat's dragoon 
brigade, especially upon some squadrons which were just moving 
off to water in a westerly direction. 

Place 2 jR. X, in let position. ■ 

Major Korber now advanced with the other batteries to the 
same hill, whilst the three regiments of cavalry took up a posi- 
tion to cover the line of guns. 

Place 1 R, IV, J 1 R, X, S R, X., in Ist position. 
Place the 10th Hussars on the right in the hollow, the 17th 
on the left rear, the 11th at Tronville in rear of the 
centre, due north of Tronville, 11th brigade west of 
Tronville, 12th brigade on high road between Mars le 
Tour and Vionville. 

At the very first rounds of shell the hostile cavalry fell into 
wild confusion. A French squadron, indeed, attempted to advance 
to the north of the village of Vionville, and a battery to the 
north-west edge of it, but both were unable to hold their ground 
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against the fire of the Prussian guns ; they speedily followed 
the rest of the cavalry, which abandoned the camp in the great- 
est haste and disappeared in an easterly direction. 

Collect Forton'a Division S. W. of ViUers-aux-Bois. 

About 500 paces west of Vionville, at the point of junction of 
the roads from Mars la Tour and Tronville, there is some rising 
ground from which there is an extensive and open view in all 
directiona To that point Major Korber now brought up his 
guns, with a view to cannonading the camps of the French 
infantry and cavalry at Rezonville. The advance took place by 
batteries from the left, so that the horse artillery battery of the 
IVth Army Corps came first into action in the angle of the road 
just mentioned ; next to and in line with it on the right was the 
3rd, then the 1st of the Xth Army Corps, whilst the 2nd still 
remained temporarily in the position at Tronville. 

Pkxe 1 R. IV.j 1 R. X., 3 -B. X, in 2nd position. 

From the hill the enemy's troops of all arms were seen retiring 
on Rezonville and were effectually, shelled at distances varying 
from 1,500 to 2,000 paces. 

Positions taken up by the 5th Cavalry Division. 

At the first cannon shots the troops in the French infantry 
camps lying further to the rear had rapidly fallen in ; strong 
detachments were sent forward to Vionville. Under these cir- 
cumstances the Prussian cavalry, which had hitherto accompanied 
the artillery in its forward movement, had to desist from any 
further advance for the present. Of Eedem's brigade, the 10th 
Hussars consequently formed up in the hollow stretching down 
from Flavigny. 

Move. 

The rest of the brigade, which had assembled at Tronville by 
order of the Division commander, but which in consequence 
of the enemy's heavy fire was unable to ascend the plateau 
to the north-eaat of Vionville, took up a covered position at the 
southern edge of the Tronville copses. 

Move/ 

For the same reason, Bredow's brigade had bent away north- 
wards from the high road, and remained stationary for a time 
in a hollow close to the eastern edge of the same copses. 

Move. 

From their western edge Barby's brigade, which had advanced 
there from Tronville, was watching the country lying to th& 
northward. 

Move. 

The horse artillery batteries remained at first in their far 
advanced position at Vionville. Although cannonaded by hostile 
artillery from the north-eastwai'd, they directed their £b:e away 
over that village against the advancing masses of French in- 
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fantry. The squadron of dragoons of the Guard and the 1st 
squadron of the 17th Hussars acted as the immediate escort of 
the batteries. 

Place the aqvxidrons in position. 

Such was the position of affairs with the 6th cavahy Division 
about 9*30 a.m. 

GERMAN MOVEMENTS, CENTRE AND RIGHT. 

About 9 o'clock, the order of the commander of the Ilird Army 
Corps arrived from the vicinity of Chambley to lead forward 
the entire 6th cavalry Division to the plateau, the battery was 
sent after Griiter's brigade, and the latter was ordered to bend 
away to the right through the Bois de Gaumont for the purpose 
of gaining the heights. 

The brigade, on reaching the plateau, drove the rapidly re- 
tiring skirmishers before it, whilst the battery of horse artil- 
lery opened fire from the right flank upon some infantry camps 
which were observed at the Bois de St. Amould. 

Pldce 2 R. Ill, in Ist position wiih cavalry brigade on its 
left. 

This was about 9.15 a.m., almost at the same time that the 
artillery of the 5th cavalry Division was startling the French 
camps at Rezonville with their fire from the westward. 

It shelled a large mass of hostile artillery to the east of 
VionviUe 2,000 paces distant with good effect. 

When Ranch's brigade reached the heights to the north of 
Gorze it came under a brisk fire from the Bois de VionviUe, from 
which it suffered no inconsiderable loss. As the advance of a 
single brigade against the masses of infantry now marching up 
at Rezonville gave no promise of success, it retired behind the 
slope and took up a position on both sides of the Gorze-Vionville 
road. 

Place it i/n position, 

A momentary co-operation had thus taken place between the 
two cavalry Divisions. In a wide semicircle, open to the north- 
east, they encompassed the heights, against which, however, the 
French infantry were now advancing to the attack on lines 
radiating from the centre — Rezonville. 

FRENCH MOVEMENTS. 

The French camps had just been galloped through and 
alarmed by the hasty retreat of the dragoon brigade in thorough 
disorder, when the batteries of the 5th cavalry Division directed 
their fire upon them. Almost at the same moment the horse 
artillery battery of the 6th cavalry Division appeared and 
opened fire from the south. Gramont's cuirassier brigade, which 
was the most advanced, had mounted in good order, and then 
moved away northward towards the wood on the Roman road^ 
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probably with the object of avoiding its right flank being turned 
by BredoVs brigade. Making a circuit past Villers aux Bois, 
it afterwards joined the dragoons which had meanwhile re-assem- 
bled on the plateau of Eezonville. 

Pl<ice Qramonfs h'igade in position. 

The panic of Murat's dragoon brigade, previously described 
had not been transmitted to the infantry of the French left 
wing. Whilst the whole of its cavalry retired behind the 
RezonviUe position, the infantry rapidly moved off to drive the 
Prussian troops from the brink of the heights upon which they 
had appeared. General Frossard at once brought forward 
Bataille's Division in the direction of Buxieres and occupied 
Flavigny and Vionville with it. Verge's Division moved towards 
the Gorze heights, and further on its left, forming a crotchet 
with it, advanced Lapasset's brigade through the Bois de St. 
Amould. 

On the right and somewhat behind the 2nd Corps, Marshal 
Canrobert also ordered the advance of Bisson's and la Font de 
Villiers' Divisions of the 6 th Corps from their positions west of 
Rezonville to Vionville and Flavigny. Levassor-Sorval's Division 
was in reserve east of EezonviUe, with its front towards the Bois 
de St. Amould, in readiness to meet any turning movement 
from that direction. Tixier's Division still remained for the 
time being in the vicinity of St. Marcel. 

Place troops going towards Vionville and Oorze heights one 
mile from Rezonville. Poiigefs brigade is in first line 
bound for Vionville and Flavigny ; BastouVs is deployed 
in second line on its left. Of Verge's Division, Valaze^s 
brigade is going south-west, J olivet's is well into Bois de 
VionvUle. The Divisional artillery is on the heights 
in rear; the Srd Rifle Battalion near the high road, 
protecti/ng the artillery park of the arTny, Of Lapasset^s 
brigade, the battery and the S4ith Regiment face the 
Bois de 8t, Amould, the 97th Regiment and Srd Lancers 
are near Rezonville. La Font de Villier^s Division is in 
two lines, 1st brigade in second line. 

Arrival of the Artillery of 6th Infantry Division. 

Meanwhile, Major-General v. Biilow, commanding the artil- 
lery Ilird Army Corps, had personally informed himself of the 
position of affairs vnth the cavalry Divisions, and had sent 
instructions to meet the artillery of the 6th infantry Division, 
ordering it to hasten forward at a trot into the positions which 
he designated. The 2nd Dragoons received orders to follow the 
advancing batteries. The 6th light battery, which was at the 
head, had, after bending away to the south of Tronville, come 
into action close to the 2nd horse artillery battery of the 5th 
cavalry Division. After the 6th light battery of the Ilird 
Army Corps had also come up to the same place, all three 
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advanced in an easterly direction^ the two first-mentioned 
batteries towards the cemetery hill south of Vionville, the 5tli 
light further to the left into a position between the church and 
the high road. 

Place 5 i. III., 6 L, III, in 1st position ; then these with 
2 iJ. X in 2nd position. 2nd Dragoons in guUy west of 
Cemetery Hill, 

The two last-named batteries fired on the enemy's infantry 
at Flavigny at 1,600 paces. 

Place 5 H. III., 6 H. ///., in \st position.^ 

Advance of 5th Infantry Division. 

The head of the 5th infantry Division reached Gorze towards 
9 o'clock. It was known from the reports of the outposts and 
of the 6th cavalry Division, which had already dissembled there, 
that bodies of the enemy were apparently advancing along the 
Rezonville plateau in the direction of Gorze. In consequence 
of this General v. Doring ordered the northern issue from the 
little town at the Cote Mousa and the farm of St. Thiebault on 
the west to be occupied by two companies each of the ohtpost 
battalion, whilst the 9th brigade was passing through the 
village. 

Plaxe 8^^. dt Cdte Moussa^ ^ q/qq at St. Thiebault 

When the two squadrons of. dragoons leading the advance 
along the Flavigny road reached the plateau, they were received, 
like Ranch's hussar brigade shortly before, by so vigorous a fire 
from French infantry that they were obliged to withdraw to the 
farm of Anconville. 

Place the dragoons at the farm. 

Immediately in rear of the dragoons, however, Colonel v. 
Garrelts had meanwhile ascended the ridge with both musketeer 
battalions of the 48th, with the intention of gaining the pro- 
jecting angle of the Bois de Vionville, in accordance with the 
orders which he had received. He had for this purpose deployed 
the 1st battalion on the left and the 2nd on the right, each of 
them in two lines. 

Place ^* at contour 900, the remainder not passing on 
beyond the stream at St. Thiebault 

9.30-10 9-30 TO 10 A.M. 

FRENCH MOVEMENTS. 

Place in Vionville and Flavigny the 12th Rifle battalion, 
2Srd Regiment of Pouget's brigade, and 9Srd Regiment 
of Colin' 8 brigade. At the clumps of trees north of Fla- 

* Although there is no direct mention of this in the official account, yet the 
words " resumed fire " on page 368, Official Account, compared with Hoffbauer, 
p. 70, seem to determine the point 
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vigny place the 8th Regiment of Pouget'a brigade. 9.30-10 
Becquet de Sonnay's Ist brigade of Srd Division 
6th Corps is on heights north-east of Viom,vUle ; the 2th 
Regiment of Bisson's Division of 6th Corps on its right 
extending to the Roman road; the Qith Regiment of 
Colin*s brigade between \st brigade and Vionville ; 
BastovbVs brigade is in second lin^ to PougeVs brigade, 
and on its left rear, and north of the Buoderes-RezonviUe 
Road Of Verges Division J olivet's brigade is emerging 
from western edge of Bois de Vionville ; Valaze's 
brigade is to the Hght rear of Jolivefs brigade facing 
south-west, and is south of the Buxieres-Rezonville Road, 
Advanced parties of Lapasset's brigade are in the Bois 
de St. Arnould, The eocact position of the artillery 
cannot be ascertained, but it is probable that it very soon 
took up the position shown on Plan 5a. official accownt, 
viz., the artillery of the 6th Corps on the high ground 
north-west of Rezonville firing south-west ; that of the 
2nd Corps south of the Buxieres-Rezonville road on the 
spwr 989 firing west and south-west The battery of 
Lapassefs brigade is at the junction of roads 970. It is 
doubtful whether Tixier's guns cams into action as early 
as 10 a.m. 

GERMAN MOVEMENTS. 
General Withdrawal of Artillery. 

To meet the bodies of infantry advancing on the Rezonville 
plateau both Prussian cavahy Divisions had moved into the 
positions already described. The batteries of horse artillery at 
Vionville, previously under fire of the enemy's guns, and now 
also overwhelmed with the bullets of his skirmishers from the 
edge of the adjacent village, found themselves compelled to 
withdraw to a depression of the ground east of Tronville. 

Place 1 R. X., 3 R. X. out of action in hollow 1,200 paces in 
reur. 

Captain Bode with the left flank battery, which was screened 
by the poplars on the roads to Mars la Tour and Tronville, and 
somewhat withdrawn from the murderous fire from the villaore, 
was alone able to continue the cannonade, without, however, 
checking the advance of the French right wing. 

Bredow's brigade had in consequence to quit the hollow east 
of the Tronville copses ; it withdrew through an opening in the 
wood as far as its western edge, and took up a position on the 
right of Barby's brigade. 

Move, 

The 10th Hussars retired before the fire of the enemy's 
infantry, which occupied the farm buildings at Flavigny, as far 
.as the du Sauley farm. 

Move. 

38475. E 
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9.30-10 The enemy's infantry fire from Vionville and Flavigny very 
soon compelled the batteries on the cemetery hill to retire behind 
the western slopes. 

Retire 2 jB. X. and 6 Z. ///. 

5 L. III. also retired, but previously to doing so it moved up 
close to the village of Vionville and came into action under 
a heavy fire, several horses being either killed or wounded. 
Swarms of skirmishers again rushed out from Vionville, and the 
moment became critical. The battery had recourse to case, and 
succeeded in driving the enemy back into the village, but as the 
close and biting musketry fire continued to make many casual- 
ties it retired and took up a fresh position near Tronville. 

Flace the battery near Tronville* 

Retire 5 H, IIL, 6 H, III. half-way to dw Sauley Farm, 
whence 5 H. TIL proceeds to 2nd poaitionjit once, N, W. of 
Vionville, 

Griiter's brigade, owing to the pressure of Verge's Division, 
descended as far as the northern edge of the Bois de Gaumont, 
to which place it was shortly followed by the horse artillery 
battery, after a brief but vigorous cannonade. 

Move, 

As soon as the enemy's skirmif^hers had succeeded in approach- 
ing to within from 1,200 to 1,400 paces the guns were gradually 
withdrawn for cover behind the hill, though not without con- 
siderable loss. They then limbered up and retired with their 
brigade into the defile to await further orders. 

Advance of 6th Infantry Division. 

As favourable reports from the 5th in&ntry Division led 
to the assumption that the foe in his front was engaged in 
withdrawing to the northward, the corps commander gave 
orders to the 6th infantry Division at 9.30 a.m. to move in a 
northerly direction past Mars la Tour upon Jarny, so as to bar 
the adversary's retreat to the westward. A report to this effect 
was sent to the commander-in-chief of the Ilnd Army at Pont k 
Mousson. 

Move the Division i/n rendezvous formation along ike Ma/rS" 
le-Tour-Buxieres road level with d/u Scmley Farm,. 

Place the head of horse artillery batteries leadn/ng the corps 
aHillery from OnvUle just on the plan 1,400 paces east 
of the Bois de Harle. 

Advance of 5th Infantry Division. 

Wheel ^ to their right ; their right rests on the Bois des 
Pretres and they are closing on the Bois de Vionville. 
The troops following do not pass beyond tJie contov/r 900. 



* The exact position taken up cannot be ascertained. — ^L. A. H. 
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10 TO 11 A.M. 10-11 

GERMAN MOVEMENTS. 
Advance of 5th Infantky Division on Right. 

The musketeer battalions of the 48th Regiment made such 
rapid progress that towards 10.15 a.m, the 1st light battery was 
able to unlimber on their left flank. 

Place ^^ close to the wood, arid 1 Z. ///. in 1 at position. 

The battery was overwhelmed by the enemy's bullets before 
it came into action ; three guns were temporarily disabled. But 
recognizing the importance of the situation the commander of 
the battery maintained his ground. The three uninjured guns 
opened fire at a range of from 800 to 1,000 paces with such 
effect that the dense swarms of hostile skirmishers were crushed 
and obliged to retire. 

General v. Doring now ordered the advance of the rest of his 
infantry to the heights ; the fusilier battalion of the Body Guard 
Regiment was alone temporarily retained at Gorze. 

Remove this battalion from the line of march. 

The fusilier battalion of the 48th formed up in two lines at 
the farm of Anconville, and advanced into the fighting line on 
the immediate left of the battery. 

Move; Valaze's brigade may he placed 800 paces east of 
Oorze^Flavigny road. 

The 3rd Rifle Battalion occupied this farm with its 4th com- 
pany, the other three moved up diagonally to the right in rear 
of Colonel v. Garrelts' musketeer battalions. 

Move, 

Lieut.-General v. Stiilpnagel, commanding the Division, had at 
first considered his advanced guard suflicient to repulse the 
hostile detachments coming up from the direction of Rezonville. 
He intended meanwhile to continue his advance by Flavigny 
with the rest of the Division, but was soon convinced by personal 
inspection that the kindling struggle would absorb all available 
forces. As the 1st light battery under Captain Stophasius had a 
hard task in front of the ever-increasing mtisses of the foe, and 
had already been roughly handled, the General brought up forth- 
with to the heights the whole of the artillery marching with the 
10th brigade. After the 2nd heavy battery had reached the 
place, being the last to come up owing to its having to await the 
passage of the 10th brigade through Gorze, the whole of the 24 
guns of the 5th infantry Division were now concentrated in 
action under Major Gallus. 

Place 1 H, III., 2 L. Ill,, 2 H. III. in 1st position. 

On the Prussian right wing, the musketeer battalions of the 
48th, and the three rifle companies, meanwhile advanced victo- 
riously towards the Bois de VionviUe and entered it. In the 

E 2 
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10-11 severe but indecisive combat in this wood, which often led to 
hand-to-hand fighting, they made, however, but slow progress, 
but by 11 o'clock they had gained the angle of Bois de Vionville 
which projects towards Flavigny, and a part also of its northern 
edge. 

Move. 

Still further eastward, the parts of the Body Guard Regiment 
originally retained at Gorze had advanced by General v. Doring's 
orders through the woods directly upon Rezonville ; Major v. 
Verschner led the way from C6te Mousa with the 5th and 8th 
companies. These very shortly came across troops of Lapasset^s 
brigade in the Bois de St. Amould. 

Place 5th and 8th companies half way through Bois de St 
ArnovXd, 

In order to overcome the stubborn resistance which was oflTered, 
the other companies of the 2nd battalion came up from St. Thie- 
bault, and later on the fusilier battalion of the regiment advanced 
from Gorze into the wood. 

Move. 

Like the 48th in the Bois de Vionville, the two battalions of the 
Body Guard Regiment waged a sanguinary, but steadily ad- 
vancing struggle in the Bois de St. Amould. 

Less favourable, however, was the state of aflBsiirs on the left 
wing of the 9th brigade. The fusilier battalion of the 48th had 
gone past the 1st Hght battery in order to attack the French 
infantry deployed in front of it. Whilst Major Selle, command- 
ing the battalion, led forward the 10th company into the enemy's 
fire, Lieut.-Colonel v. Estocq endeavoured by a circling move- 
ment to his left to gain the adversary's flank with the other 
three companies. But the effort, although made with great 
energy, failed against the enemy's considerable superiority of 
force, the fusiliers being outflanked on the left. The three com- 
panies suffered such heavy losses that they had to retire in 
complete disorder to the Bois de Gaumont. 

Move, and retire the three companies to the wood, bringing 
lOth company hack to the guns. 

Later on the debris joined partly their own regiment, and 
partly the 52nd, the 1st battalion of which, forming the advance 
of the J 0th infantry brigade, was most opportunely approaching 
the already endangered left flank of the batteries. 

Move, 1st battalion 52nd Regiment, and place 2nd battalion 
52nd Regiment at contour 900. 

In accordance with General v. Boring's urgent request for 
support, Major Count Schlippenbach, without awaiting the 
deployment of the regiment, launched his open company columns 
upon the pursuing enemy. He succeeded in driving him back 
so far as to relieve the pressure upon his own artiller3% But 
the battalion suffered fearful losses from the overwhelming fire 
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of the adversary. At the very commencement Major v. Schor- 10-11 
lemmer, one of the field officers, was killed ; from hand to hand 
changed the colour, as one standard bearer after another was laid 
low by the enemy's bullets. All the officers of the battalion 
were in a short space of time placed hors de combat When 
their commander was also compelled to (juit the scene of action 
from a severe wound, the remainder of the heroic battalion 
retired to the valley in their rear. 

Move. 

Advance of 6th Infantry Division on Vionville 

AND Flavigny. 

When the Division had come up abreast of Tronville, a further 
advance northward would evidently have no longer been com- 
patible with the existing circumstances. 

Move. 

After the general commanding the corps had given orders to 
this effect, the commander of the Division, Lieut-General v. 
Buddenbrock, rode forward in person to reconnoitre the enemy's 
positions at Vionville and Flavigny. He at once became con- 
vinced that they were strongly occupied, and therefore deter- 
mined to employ all his available force to eject the enemy. For 
this purpose, at 10.30 a.m., he wheeled his brigades to the right, 
and moved the 12th along both sides of the high road from Mars 
la Tour to Vionville, the 11th along the road from Trojiville in 
the same direction. 

Wheel the brigades, but do not advance them further to the 
east than the west edge of the Tronville copse and the 
village of Tronville respectively. 

Of the 1 1th brigade, the 35th Fusiliers were in first, the 20th 
Regiment in second line. The fusiliers crossed the heights south 
of Tronville, upon which in the morning the horse artillery 
batteries had fii'st come into action, and then moved with the 
1st battalion towards the village of Vionville, with the 2nd 
towards the cemetry and the cluster of trees lying further to the 
east, and with the 3rd towards Flavigny. ''^ 

Move S5th Regiment just over the heights. 

The 12th brigade deployed simultaneously on the immediate 
left of the 11th. The 64th Regiment was to attack VionviUe 
from the west and north ; the 24th Regiment, overlapping the 
left, formed a refused Echelon, and was intended, if necessary, to 
cover the left flank from the direction of the Tronville copses. 

Move I2th Brigade to alignment with 11th brigade. 

The TronviUe copses consist of two adjacent woods, with a 
great deal of thick undergrowth. A broad open space divides 
the south-western and smaller from the larger wood, in which 
latter there is another wide clearing which runs up so deeply 

* This cluster of trees surrounds a watering place. 
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10-11 fix)m the south-east that it is, to all intents and purposes, like- 
wise separated into two halves. A projection from lie western- 
side of the larger wood completely flanks the first open space 
The wood is bounded on the north by a valley through the 
broad bottom of which runs the bed of a brook, dried up on the 
day of the battle. 

Return of Artillery. 

Whilst the 6th infantry Division was in the act of advancing 
towards these positions of the enemy, it was rejoined by the 
batteries of the 5th cavahy Division, which had been driven 
off the Vionville heights. On the left wing at the high road 
the 1st horse artillery battery of the Xth joined the 1st of the 
IVth Army Corps, which had remained in action at that point ; 
both proceeded to direct their fire upon the French artillery on 
the Roman road.* Colonel Baron v. de Becke re-occupied the 
cemetery hill with the 2nd and 3rd horse artillery batteries of 
the Xth Army Corps, and endeavoured from thence to shell Vion- 
ville and Flavigny. The squadron of dragoons of the Guard 
thenceforth formed the escort of these batteries. 

Place 2 B. X, in its old 2iid position. 

Place 1 R. X. in its old 2nd position, 3 B, X, to Srd posi^ 
tion, 

1 R. X. fired with good effect at columns of infantry advanc- 
ing along the high road to Vionville. The lose of the batteries 
was considerable and was mostly due to the close musketry fire 
from Vionville. The effect of the artillery fire at Vionville was 
excellent, and it completely stopped the advance of the enemy's 
columns. 

Colonel V. Dresky, commanding the corps artillery of the 
Ilird Army Corps, posted the 6th light battery at a quarry 
for the like purpose of firing at Flavigny. 

Place 6 i. IIL in 3rd position. 

Arrival of Ilird Army Corps Artillery. 

This line of guns was reinforced soon after and extended to 
the right by the arrival, towards 10.30 a.m., of Major Lentz, 
with both horse artillery batteries of the corps artillery, which 
he had brought forward from Onville at a trot past the du 
Sauley farm ; the remainder of the corps artillery was following 
him along the same road and at the same pace. 

Place 1 B. IIL, 3 B, IIL in 1st position. 

From the moment of passing the defile which runs from 
Flavigny towards the south-west, 1 R. III. suffered severely 
from hostile infantry behind a hedge 1,500 paces distant. 



-^ Probably Tixier^s 18 guns which may now be placed in action in the clearing at 
the Roman road, . 
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Still further to the south the battery of the 6th cavalry Divi- 10-11 
sion had recommenced firing, forming the link of connexion 
with the artillery of the 5th infantry Division. 

Place 2 jB, III. in 27id position. 

A powerful line of guns now crowned the heights, which had 
been recently evacuated by the cavalry, from Tronville as far as 
the Bois de Vionville ; their projectiles prepared the way for the 
in&ntry pressing forward on both wings. 

It then advanced to the right flank of the horse artillery 
batteries, with which and 6 L. III. it directed its fire on the 
enemy's infantry and artillery at 1,800 paces. 

Move, 

Advance of 11th Brigade 6th Infantry Division against 

Vionville and Flavigny. 

Move these troops as detailed in the followi/ng paragraphs^ 
halting them 400 paces from the objective points. 

The 3rd battalion of the 35th Fusiliers formed the right wing 
of the advancing line of infantry ; it had thrown forward two 
companies into first line, of which the 11th company moved on 
VionviUe in order to show a front to the enemy's flanking fire 
from the clump of trees. With the other three companies Major 
Melohior advanced along the bottom towards FJavigny, and 
took up a firm position in the hedges about 400 paces south- 
west of the village, with a view to opening the attack by skir- 
mishing. 

The 2nd battalion endeavoured to gain from the cemetery hill ^ 

the dump of trees lying between Flavigny and the high road. 
The two foremost companies, the 6th and 7th, were alone successful 
in gaining any ground in this direction, whilst the half battalion 
which followed was so reduced by the enemy's fire in crossing 
the heights, that the debris had to be rallied at the cemetery. 
Of the first-mentioned parts of the battalion, the 6th company, 
taking advantage of the form of the ground, gradually bore off 
somewhat to the right upon Flavigny, the 7th to the left upon 
Vionville, in order by this means to surround the clump of trees 
from both sides. 

In doing so, the last-mentioned company came into connexion 
with the 1st battalion, which had advanced against Vionville. 
The 3rd company had at first been moving between the village 
and cemetery towards the same clump of trees, but had after- 
wards, from inability to make fui-ther progress, joined the 6th 
and turned more in the direction of Flavigny. The 4th com- 
pany had met with the 11th and 7th, which, as already stated, 
had approached the left wing of the regiment.* 

Check the position of the companies of the S5th by the note. 

* Upon Flavi^y:— 6th, 3rd, 9th, 10th, and 12th 
„ Vionville: — Ist, 2nd, 4th, 11th, and 7th. 
At the Cemetery: — 5th and 8th. 
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10-11 The 20th Regiment had at first followed the fusiliers at the 
ordinary intervals between lines ; but on coming under fire of 
the enemy's shells, the first two battalions received orders to 
form the reserve. In consequence of this, with the exception of 
the 3rd company engaged in the direction of the dump of trees 
they assembled in the valley east of Tronville, and were tem- 
porarily halted there. 

The fusilier battalion leaving for the present the 9th and 10th 
companies at the Vionville cemetery, continued its advance 
with the other two towards the same clump of trees. Shortly 
after the 9th and 10th companies also moved forward with a 
view to supporting the left wing of the 35th regiment in its 
attack upon Vionville. The 12th joined in this advance.* 

Check by note. 

Advance of 12th Brigade. 

Move the 64fA Regiment as detailed in the following para- 
graph, halting 400 paces short of Vionville, 

In accordance with the order of the commander of the Divi- 
sion, the 64th Regiment had also moved forward to the attack 
of Vionville along the high road from Mars la Tour. The fusi- 
lier battalion, following at first as second line, but subse- 
quently brought up on the left of the first line for the purpose of 
outflanking Vionville from the north, skirmished through the 
southern part of the Tronville copses with the 11th and 12th 
companies, but without encountering any resistance. Lieut- 
Colonel V. Wuneh wheeled the 9th and lOth to the right at the 
ravine rising from the north towards Vionville, and advanced 
upon the northern edge of this village, in which movement they 
were followed by the 11th company. At the same time the 2nd 
battalion under Major v. Grorschen, the 5th and 7th companies 
in first, the 8th in second line, advanced against the west side 
of the village. Between the two wings of the regiment the 1st 
battalion prepared the general attack by a vigorous skirmishing 
fire. 

During the attack just described, the 24th Regiment ad- 
vancing in rear of the 64th had pushed its 2ncl battalion to 
the left into the Tronville copses, while with the other two it 
had taken up a supporting position at the corner of the wood 
nearest to Vionville. 

Move, . 

Leaving the 8th company in the wood as reserve, Major v. 
Rechtem advanced with the 2nd battalion up the depression 
north of Vionville as far as the vicinity of the Roman road. It 
there found itself involved in a vigorous action with bodies of 

♦ 20th Regiment :— 

Upon the clump of trees: — 3rd and 11th. 

„ Vionville: — 9th, 10th, and 12th. 
Reserve at Tronville: — 1st, 2nd, 4th, and Ilnd battalion. 
In the subsequent part of the action the 9th, lOth^ and 12th companies of the 20th 
Regiment again moved up to the 11th on the right 
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infantry and artillery, whose long lines stretched across the 10-11 
heights lying to the eastward as far as the high road. 

Move this battalion 1,300 pa/ies beyond eastern edge of copses, 
foA^ng east, left flank close to the Roman road. 

Under these circumstances the other two battalions had after 
a short time to follow into this same depression, for the purpose 
of prolonging the right flank of the line of battle. 

Move, extending along the 900 contour to 500 paces north of 
main road. 

Along this position, therefore, the 24th Regiment was engaged 
by companies, in a single long line,* against the far outnumber- 
ing and ever increasing masses of the enemy.f 

Reinforcements Arriving. 

Place field division corps artillery HI, A, C, two miles from 
VionviUe, coming up from the Bois de Harle, 

Place at Ghamhley Colonel Lehmann's detachTYient of 37th in^ 
fcmtry brigade, consisting of 91 st Regiment, except 
1st and 4ith companies, 1st battalion 7Sth Regiment, 
1 H, X., 1 J squadrons of 9th dragoons. Haifa squadron 
was employed in maintaining the connexion unth Colonel 
Lyncher, 



GENERAL COURSE OF THE FRENCH MOVEMENTS 

DURING THE MORNING. 

On the enemy's side, after the first Prussian cannon shots had 
fallen amidst Murat's brigade in the morning, the commander- 
in-chief. Marshal Bazaine, had betaken himself to the battle- 
field ; he had there approved the provisional arrangements made 
by the 2nd and 6th Corps, and taken measures to support them. 
It would appear that his principal object was not to be forced 
away from Metz ; he believed that he foresaw an intention to 
that effect in the advance of the Prussians. 

With this impression steadily in view during the whole day, 
the mai'shal directed his attention chiefly to the woods which 
spread out to the south of Gravelotte and Rezonville, from which 
direction he was particularly apprehensive of being outflanked. 
For this reason Levassor-Sorval's Division of the 6th Corps had 
already halted to the east of Rezonville, with its front towards 
tiie south. The Zouaves of the Guard, with a cavalry brigade of 
the Guard and some artillery, were also posted by the marshal's 

* The companies were in the following order from left to right: — 
5th, 6th, 7th, 3rd, 1st, 2nd, 4th, 11th, 12th, 9th, 10th. 

The 8th company, originally in reserve in the wood, was also brought up into the 
fighting line in the course of the struggle. 

"f From Canrobert's Corps. Besides la Font de Villiers* Division and the 9th line 
regiment of Bisson's Division there was also Tixier*s Division, which had been 
drawn forward from St. Marcel. Place one brigade of Timer's Division in wood 
morth of Roman road. 
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orders facing the south, where the valley descendmg from the 
£ois de la Jur^ cuts the high road between Oravelotte and 
RezonviUe. 

Move. 

Still further eastward, at the posting house, fronting the Bois 
des Ognons, he placed the three other regiments of Picard's 
Guard Grenadier Division, and in rear of it, on the commanding 
height of MalmaLson, as last reserve, Deligny'a Guard Voltigeur 
Division facing south. 

Move, 

They had thereforce placed in the first instance all the Guard 
and part of the 6th Corps on a section of the battle-field against 
which no real attack whatever took place. 

With a view to support this defensive position which General 
Frossard and Marshal Canrobert had selected a mile in front of 
Rezonville, the reserve artillery was brought forward and tem- 
porarily parked to the east of Rezonville. 

Move, 

f The cavalry Divisions of Forton and Valabrfegue were on the 
right of the artillery. 

The present measures, however, speedily appeared inadequate 
to cope with the energetic attack of the Ilird Prussian Corps. 
The increasing extension of the Prussian left wing had already 
caused Marshal Canrobert to bring up Tixier's Division from St. 
Marcel to the front, and place one of its brigades in the wood to 
the north of the Roman road. 

The 3rd and 4th Corps had, however, received the commander- 
in-chiefs instructions to expedite their march, and, in lieu of 
their earlier orders, to move up on the right of the line of battle. 
Upon this Marshal Bazaine had betaken himself in advance of 
the front of the 2nd Corps ; he there watched the vigorous, but 
on the whole fruitless, efforts of his troops to gain ground in a 
southern and south-western direction. 

It had been, in point of fact, the original intention of the 
commanders of both French corps to remain on the defensive 
in the position in question before Rezonville ; but as the for- 
mation of the ground nowhere presented a clearly defined 
position, it resulted that the detachments at first opposed to the 
sudden attack of the Prussians frequently passed beyond the 
general fighting line. These attempts, however, led in no in- 
stance to any decided successes. The engagement in the main 
on the French side rather assumed the character of isolated 
attacks, in which the reinforcements coming up in support only 
took part in successive fractions. Owing to the ever increasing 
fire of the Prussian artiQery the 2nd Corps had to be very early 
supported from the artillery reserve. 

Pldce two batteries on the left flank of the artillery of the 2nd 
Corps firing south. 



Lapasset's brigade, as we know, formed the extreme left flank 
of their line of battle. It was posted between the two valleys 
which descend from the Bois de la Jurde and from Rezonville to 
the Bois de St. Arnould, and had probably pushed forward only 
part of its forces into the last-mentioned wood. Immediately on 
its right, Jolivet's brigade had crossed the western edge of the 
Bois de Vionville, but had afterwards to give way before the 
forward pressure of the 48th. General Verge moved up, in con- 
sequence, his other brigade (Valaz^) on the right into the fighting 
line. 

On the right flank of the 2nd Corps, General Bataille at the 
very commencement had, as we have seen, thrown his brigade 
under Pouget into Flavigny and Vionville, to which place Colin's 
brigade of the 6th Corps was also pushed forward. 

The other available troops of Bataille's Division and of the 
6th Corps in advance of Rezonville were stiQ in second line, 
although ready to engage ; Fauvart-Bastoul's brigade between 
Flavigny and the Rezonville-Buxieres road ; Becquet de Sonnay's 
brigade and the 9th Regiment of the line to the north-east of 
Vionville. 

GERMAN MOVEMENTS. J 1-12 

Progress of 5th Infantry Division on Right. 

Shortly after 11 a.m. Major-General v. Doring fell mortally 
wounded when hastening forward to his sorely pressed left wing. 

We left the 1st battalion 52nd Regiment driven back into the 
valley after fighting on the left of the guns of the 5 th infantry 
Division. 

Whilst the French were just moving off to attack vigorously, 
Colonel V. Wulffen was also approaching with the other two 
battalions of the 62nd RegimcDt. They ascended the heights 
at the double, the 2nd battalion on the left, the fusiliers on the 
right, and drove back the enemy with fire and bayonet towards 
Flavigny. This decisive blow likewise entailed considerable 
sacrifices. Major Herwarth v. Bittenfeld, commanding the fusi- 
liers, fell during the glorious advance of his battalion ; Major v. 
Biinau was wounded. 

Captain Hildebrand assumed the command of the 2nd bat- 
talion in place of the latter, and followed the retreating enemy 
towards Flavigny, in doing which he brought up the 6th and 7th 
company from the second into the first line. The attenuated 
fusilier companies, whose pouches were nearly emptied of am- 
munition, took up a position on the captured ground, mingled 
with men from other battalions in that quarter, and protected 
the left flank of the artillery. 

Move 2nd battalion to 400 paces south of Flavigny; 
fusilier battalion to junction of Gorze-Flavigny and 
Buayieres-Rezonville roads. 

^ The next most important object was to maintain the captured 
ridges south of Flavigny. 
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11-12 The remainder of the 10th brigade had followed quickly after 
the 52Qd Regiment The fusilier battalion of the 12th fol- 
lowed the 2nd battalion of the 52nd towards Flavigny. 

Move: the 2nd battalion of the 12th remains ai the cross 
roads. 

Retreat of French Left Centre. 

Valaz^ s brigade, yielding to the energetic pressure of General 
V. Scliwerin, began to retire towards the high road. General 
Bataille now leads forward in person Fauvart-Bastoul's brigade 
into the fight ; it finds itself, however, at once exposed to 
an enfilade fire from the Prussian artillery, the batteries of 
horse artillery on the cemetery hill being particularly eflTective. 
Gteneral Bataille is wounded ; General Valaze, badly hit, falls 
shortly after; both brigades are thrown into disorder, and their 
retreat speedily degenerates into a wild flight. 

Retire Valaze's and BastouVs brigades 600 paces. 

General v. Schwerin assembled the fragments of his other 
troops round the 2nd battalion of the 12th, as a still unbroken 
nucleus, and formed them on both sides of the road from 
Buxi^res to Rezonville, with their front towards the latter 
village. He was also joined here by the 6th company of the 
64th, which had been intended as escort to the corps head- 
quarters, and which, apprehensive of not being able to rejoin 
tiie 6th Division, had shared in the attack made bj' the fusiliers 
of the 52nd Regiment. 

Move. 

Arrival of Lyncker's Detachment. 

m 

Lieutenant-General v. Stiilpnagel had taken up his position 
on the right flank of the artillery. He conducted the action 
from that point, and rode repeatedly into the foremost line of 
the troops, now deprived of their chief commanders, encouraging 
them with his exhortations. 

Meanwhile an unexpected reinforcement had arrived. 

The detachment of the Xth Army Corps at Nov^ant* had 
only received the orders to reunite at Chambley with the 37th 
brigade just as the 5th infantry Division was advancing from 
the valley of the Moselle, and had in consequence followed this 
Division. When they reached Gorze Colonel v. Lyncker, hearing 
the continuous roar of the cannonade, was induced to bring 
forward his infantry, formed in half battalions, to the battle-field, 
and to place himself at the disposal of General v. Stulpnagel, 
The latter requested him to protect the artillery line, which 
shortly after reached a strength of 30 guns by the arrival of 
Colonel V. Lyncker's battery. 

Pkice 1 L. X. in Ist position. 

* The 2iid and fusilier battalions of the 78th Regiment, the Ist and 3rd squadrons 
of the 9th Dragoons, and the 1st light battery 10th F. A. Regiment. 
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In front of and between the batteries were the three leading 1 1-12 
haJf-battalions. The fourth, consisting of the 5th and 8th com- 
panies of the 78tb, finding itself in rear of the batteries during 
the advance, had struck off to the right from Gorze under Cap- 
tain Bartenwerffer with a view to joining the troops engaged 
in the Bois de Vionville. 



Move. 



Advance of Abtilleky. 



The batteries, nbt without losing many men themselves, had 
steadily followed the infantry which had pressed forward imder 
heavy sacrifices. Wheeling gradually to the right, they took 
up a position about noon, with the right flank resting on the 
comer of the Bois de Vionville occupied by the 48th and the 
rifles. 

2 H. III. which was at some distance on the left of the line, 
at once moved along the rear of the other batteries, this move- 
ment being concealed by the conformation of the ground, and 
then advanced imder a heavy musketry fire for a short distance 
along the western edge of the Bois de Vionville. This battery 
formed the pivot of the wheel, the other batteries aligning«them- 
selves upon it. 

Place 2 jET. ///., 2 L. Ill, 1 H. III. 1 L. HI. in 2nd position. 

On the right wing, the fight in the woods was still proceeding 
with undiminished vigour. Colonel v. Garrelts and Major 
Schaar were killed in the Bois de Vionville. The two battalions 
of the Body-guard Regiment were still struggling for the possession 
of the northern edge of the Bois de St. Amould. 

Move. 

By noon the battalions in the Bois de St. Amould bad after 
a hard struggle gained the northern edge of the wood, but 
beyond this point they could make no progress towards the 
height (970) in front of Rezonville. 

Move. 

The troops in the Bois de Vionville had likewise secured 
further advantages, and had captured the western angle of the 
wood. They were advancing victoriously towards the end which 
projects northward in the direction of Rezonville. 

Jolivefs brigade holds tlie edge. 

Move. 

Between the two horse artillery batteries of the left wing 
came up shortly after the 1st heavy battery of the Xth Army 
Corps ; it had, under escort of six divisions of the 9th Dragoons^ 
hastened ahead of the 37th demi-brigade, which was marching 
under Colonel Lehmann from Thiaucourt past Chambley in the 
direction of the roar of the cannonade. 

Place \ H. X.i/a \st position vrith escort. 
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I 

Surrounded and attacked from the north, west, and south, 
Vionville was captured by a bold dash towards half-past 
11 o'clock. The foe abandoned the village with considerable 
loss, especially in prisoners ; among the wounded on the Prussian 
side was Colonel v, Bismarck, the commander of the 12th infiintry 
brigade. 

Move Germans into, French out of village. 

Strengthening of Left. 

Conscious of the danger to his left wing from the arrival of 
French reinforcements General v. Bruddenbrock brought forward 
from his available reserve east of Tronville the 2nd battalion of 
the 20th, which at once moved up into the fighting line of the 
24th, between the left and centre battalions. 

Move. 

The general also sent orders to his division artillery, hitherto 
employed on the right flank, to take up a position near the 
village of Vionville, which had been captured, with a view to 
supporting the left wing more effectively. In conformity there- 
with the 5th light battery first went forward to the north-west 
side of the former village. 

Fkice 5. L. ITL in Uh position. 

It was followed, after a brief interval, by the 6th heavy 
battery, and in conjunction with Major Korber's batteries on the 
right, took up the cannonade against the French artillery on the 
Roman road, in which some further reinforcements shortly after 
participated. 

Place 6 H, III. in 2nd position. 

The batteries in this part of the field directed their fire on 
various objects, as circumstances dictated. In the first place, by 
cannonading the hostile artillery masses and batteries at a range 
of from 1,800 to 2,000 paces, it prepared the way for the suc- 
cessful infantry attack against the wood between Flavigny and 
the high road ; after this the ranges were occasionally increased 
to 3,600 paces, at which distance good results were obtained 
against infisintry, artillery, and mitrailleuses. The enemy's columns 
were unable to gain ground ; his guns and mitrailleuses, being 
temporarily silenced, were compelled to retire and his ammuni- 
tion waggons blown up. Later in the day bodies of troops 
advancing to the attack from Rezonville in a south-westerly 
direction were also effectively enfiladed, but the position of the 
batteries became critical and the losses great from the enemy's 
guns, musketry, and mitrailleuses. The right division of the 
6 H. III. is said to have sustained extraordinary losses at the 
cross roads near a poplar, which served the enemy as a mark. 
In several instances it was necessary to exchange gun with 
waggon limbers to BBplace parts of carriages that Iwid been shot 
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away, and make good other defects under fire. The supply of 11-12 
ammunition ran short, and some batteries were obliged to remain 
inactive for a considerable period. 6 H. III. expended the am- 
munition in its limbers in the first line of waggons and in an 
ammunition waggon belonging to another battery. Its second 
line of waggons did not at first come up, having been kept back 
by a battery of the corps artillery to which it supplied ammu- 
nition, the battery therefore reserving five rounds per gun for 
emergencies, ceased firing until the arrival of the second line of 
waggons, which came up after an hour. 

Arrival of Field Division Corps Artillery, 

IIIrd Army Corps. 

Not long after the capture of Vionville the remainder of the 
corps artillery of the Ilird Army Corps reached the battle-field, 
after experiencing many difficulties. 

Place 3 L, III., 4 L, III,, 4 H, HI,, in let position, and 
3 jET. IIL alongside 6 L, III temporarily. 

Thus reinforced. Colonel v. Dresky was able to advance the 
five batteries under his immediate command to a more favourable 
position; 500 paces nearer the enemy, which afforded a better 
command of the ground in the direction of Flavigny. 

Place 1 R. III., 3 R. III. i/n 2nd position ; 3 H, III. in 1st 
position; 2 R. IIL in Srd position; 6 L. IIL in iitk 
position. 

Theife, as well as on the hill of the cemetery, they were over- 
whelmed by a storm of bullets, at a range of from 1,200 to 1,600 
paces, and sustained heavy losses. 

Position taken up by German Reserve. 

The separation which had existed from the commencement 
between the Divisions of the Ilird Army Corps, and their attack 
from different sides, had necessitated a considerable extension of 
front. This had been considerably diminished by the previous 
victorious advance from the south and west ; but almost the 
whole of the infantry and artillery was already employed in 
first line and pitted against superior forces, without prospect of 
immediate support. In order in some way to compensate for,the 
absence of reserves, it appeared advisable to have the cavalry close 
at hand, and for this reason General v. Rheinbaben with the 5th 
cavalry Division had placed himself at the temporary disposition 
of the general commanding the IIIrd Army Corps. 

At the request of the latter, Barby's and Bredow's brigades 
assembled in rear of the 6th infantry Division on the western 
slopes of the eminence (901) between Vionville and Mars la Tour. 

Place' in line facing north-east the following regiments, the 
right resting on TronvUle, the left south of the high road, 
19th Dragoons, 13th Lancers, Uh Cuirassiers^ 16th 
Lancersy 7th Cuirassiers. 
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11-12 In rear of the left wing of the 5th infantry Division collected 
the two brigades of the 6th cavalry Division. 

Place this Division on the east slope of the ravine and close to 
the Bois de Oaumont in the formation shown at note, 
p. 87 ; the two brigades are in one lins and not in 
escheUon. 

Both bodies of cavalry were under cover and ready at a 
moment to render any necessary support^ to the fighting 
infantry. 

Colonel Lehmann's detachment reached Tronville, and was 
placed at the disposal of the general commanding the Ilird Army 
Corps at 11.45 a.m. 

Move. 

With the exception of this trifling reinforcement of infantry, 
the second line to the whole Prussian line of battle was at that 
time formed solely of cavalry, 

Pkice the rest of the cavalry as given in the following para- 
graphs, • 

Immediately in rear of the engaged infantry was their divi- 
sional cavalry, concentrated for the most part in the centre, on 
either side of the horse artillery batteries of the Ilird Army 
Corps. On the right came the 12th Dragoons, the 3rd squadron 
of which had come up from the valley of the Moselle and had 
posted itself in rear of the Body Guard Regiment at the southern 
edge of the Bois de St. Amould. The 2nd Dragoons were in the 
north part of the Bois de Gaumont ravine ; the 1st squadron had 
been sent to the Vionville cemetery hill, where were also the oft- 
mentioned squadrons of the 2nd Dragoons of the Guard and of 
the Brunswick Hussars. Of the 9th Dragoons, the squadrons 
attadied to Colonel v. Lyncker's detachment had joined the 12th 
Dragoons, while the remainder formed up with the 2nd Dragoons. 

Further down in the quarry ravine was the 6th cavalry 
Division in a strength of 17 squadrons. 

Redem's cavalry brigade was protecting both flanks of the 
6th infantry Division. The 11th and 17th Hussars were coming 
up from the high road to Flavigny bottom, in order to establish 
communication between the 5th and 6th infantry Divisions, 
whilst the 10th Hussars advanced from the du Sauley farm 
towards the Tronville copses, and took up a position in rear of 
them. The other two brigades of the 5th cavalry Division 
stood near Tronville ; the 13th Dragoons alone remained in the 
advanced position west of the copses, having orders to observe 
the movements of the French masses coming up at Bruville and 
St. Marcel. 

Move. 

Advance of Germans from Vionville. 

The numerous French artillery on the heights at the Roman 
road had, since the loss of Vionville, maintained such a vigorous 
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fire upon that village, that its occupation could only be ensured 1 1-12 
by a further advance. To this end the remainder of the infantry 
reserve, the 1st battalion 20th Regiment, was fetched up, the 
3rd company of which, as we are aware, had already joined the 
fusilier battalion in the first advance of the regiment. Major 
Stocken led the three companies forward between the village 
and the cemetery, and succeeded, in conjunction with the fusilier 
companies of the 20th and 35th Regiments, in gradually approach- 
ing the heights to the eastward after a vigorous and sanguinary 
struggle. 

At the same time the 64th Regiment broke forward from 
Vionville. The 1st battahon advanced along both sides of the 
high road ; immediately on its right was the greater part of the 
fusilier battalion. The 2nd battalion moved from the south-east 
angle of the village in the direction of the clump of trees north 
of Flavigny, and the 12th company, after searching the Tron- 
ville copses, and passing through Vionville in a southerly direction, 
again joined the extreme right flank of the regiment. 

In this advance over the almost bare plateau against the broad 
front of the French there instantly kindles an obstinate contest, 
in the blood-bedewed variations of which unity of command is 
speedily lost. The watchfulness of the subordinate commanders 
and the bravery of individuals take its place. Guided by the 
formation of the ground, the enemy's sweeping fire, and the 
momentary inspiration of the officers, the company columns at 
fuU intervals are moved hither and thither and intermingled. 
Stragglers join stragglers and bear a hand again in the fight to 
the best of their power. Vain would be the attempt to repro- 
duce a true picture of this wild struggle in all its details. After 
a long and embittered contest the Prussians press forward about 
1,000 paces in an easterly direction, and as they at length 
succeed in wresting the position at the clump of trees and the 
adjacent heights from the enemy, the latter turns to retreat. A 
French gun falls at this period into the hands of the pursuing 
Prussian infantry. 

Capture of Flavigny. 

The farm-buildings of Flavigny, which had been firmly held by 
the enemy up to this time, had been meanwhile set on fire by the 
Prussian guns directed upon them from different sides. Against 
this point of support of the French, the left wing of the 5th 
infantry Division had meanwhile advanced from the south, and 
the right wing of the 6th infantry Division from the west. Parts of 
the 12th, 52nd, and 35th Regiments penetrated simultaneously or 
nearly so into the village, capturing numerous prisoners. 

Plcice as follows: at 1,000 paces east of Vionville and north 
of high road Uh, Srd, and 2nd companies GUh regiment ; 
from thence to JFlavigny \st, 9th, 10th, llthy 5th, 7th, Sth, 
and 12th companies GUh Regiment ; Ist, 2nd, and 4ith 
companies 20th Regiment ; 1st, 2nd, Uh^ 7th, and IMh 
companies Soth Regiment 

38475. . F 
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11-12 Bound Flavig^iy on east »ide, 6th, 3rd, I2thy lOfA, and 9th 

companies Soth Beffiment 

(hi tcest side of Flavigny, Srd and llth companies 2Qth 
Begiment. 

Approaching Flavigny fiwn north-west, dth, lOth^ and 12 A 
companies 20th Begiment. 

The occupation of Flavigny gave the first real point of suppori 
to the firont of attack fetcing the east. Held by the Srd batUdion 
of the 35th, and by portions of other regiments, the vill^e fixmi 
that time forward formed the centre of the line of battle of the 
nird Army Corps, and an especially valuable support for the 
right wing of the 6th infantry Division. The broad semicircle in 
which the Prussian troops had originally surroimded the plateau 
of RezonviUe had shortened to a chord, upon which the army 
corps opposed an heroic resistance to all subsequent attacks of the 
outnumbering adversary. 

600 paces east of Flavigny on Bezonville-FIavigoiy I'XHtd are 
6th and 7th companies ^2nd Begiment, followed hy 5th 
and Sth companies 52nd Begiment On left rear of 6th 
and 7th companies is the fusilier battalion I2th Begv- 
ment. 

Pursuit by German Cavalry. 

At the suggestion of Colonel v. Voigts Ehetz, chief of the 
staff of the Ilird Army Corps, Captain Prince Wittgenstein and 
Lieutenant v. Hantelmann with the two squadrons present of 
the 2nd Dragoons of the Guard and Brunswick Hussars, dash 
from the left flank of the horse artillery batteries upon the 
retiring battalions of Pouget's and Colin's brigades. These, 
however, preserved a suflieient bearing to continue their retreat 
in good order. 

Betire French half-way to Bezonville and cavalry to old 

position. 

Reinforcement to Extreme Left. 

The 37th demi-brigade, under Colonel Lehmann, had been 
ordered to take up a position temporarily at Tronville ; only the 
2nd battalion of the 91st Regiment continued its advance towards 
the copses north of the high road just as fresh reserves were 
urgently required in rear of the extreme left wing of the 6th 
Division. On reaching the high road, Major v. Kienitz moved 
with the 6th and 7th companies to VionviUe, and afterwards 
took pai^t in the action of the 64th, which was endeavouring 
to press forward, to the eastward beyond that village. 

Place these companies just east of VionviUe, 

The two companies following under Captain Goldschmidt, 
however, continued in the direction assigned to the battalion 
by the staff officer of the 6th infantry Division, they afterwards 
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traversed the Tronville copses and advanced, into the fighting 11-12 
line of the 2nd battalion 24th Regiment. 

Place them half-way through the copses. 

Thus the Brandenburg Army Corps, almost entirely dependent 
on its own resources, had as yet on the whole grappled success- 
fully with two French Corps. Of the Xth Army Corps, whose 
original line of march was directed generally upon St. Hilaire, 
there was only the 37th brigade on the battle-field at present. 

NOON TILL 2 p.m. 12-2 

Movements on French Right. 

The advance of the 6th infantry Division along the Rezon- 
ville high road speedily encountered opposition from fresh forces. 
In following up the brigades of Pouget and Colin, driven from 
Vionville and Flavigny, the Prussian infantry became exposed 
to a vigorous flanking fire from the left. Marshal Caorobert 
had deployed Becquet de Sonnay's brigade on the north of the 
high road facing it obliquely, whilst the engagement with the 
2l4th at the gully between Vionville and St. Marcel was con- 
tinued by the 9th Regiment of the Line. 

Move. 

On the right flank of the latter, P^chot s brigade of Tixier's 
Division, which had been brought up from St. Marcel, had 
akeady taken part in the action on the Roman road. The 
marshal had therefore- wheeled his whole corps an eighth of a 
drcle to the left, extending its right wing at the same time, 
and thereby compelled the 6th infantry Division to delay its 
forward movement on Rezonville and front towards the north. 

Move; also place A ymard's Division of Zrd Corps between Marcel 
and Cautre Farm, marching towards the former place. 
Nayral's Division is following on the right rear. Clerem- 
haulfs cavalry Division is marching towards Butricourt 
Farm on the right of the Corps. Montaudan's Division is 
between Caulre Farm and Villers aux Boisy heading 
• south' east. The head of Legrand's cavalry Division is 
north of Doncourt, coining south. The 2nd Chasseurs 
d'Afrique are on the high road east of Bois de Oreyere 
Farm, facing south; in rear of them is de France's 
brigade of Cavalry of the Guard. 

GERMAN MOVEMENTS. 
Extreme Left. 

The 64th Regiment formed the connecting link between the 
fighting line of the 11th brigade and the extreme left flank of 
the Ilird Army Corps at the oft-mentioned valley between 
Vionville and the Roman road. At that point, after hours of 
fighting, the situation had become more and more critical. The 

F 2 
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12-2 24th Regiment, in company with the 2nd battalion of the 20th, 
had, it is true, repeatedly beaten off the enemy's attacks, which 
were opened with a withering fire; but the ranks of these 
troops had been already visibly thinned, and both here and in 
other parts of the Division great losses had been sustained among 
the senior officers. Of the 20th Regiment, Colonel v. Flatow, 
Majors Blum and v. Steuben were wounded ; of the 64th Regi- 
ment, Lieut.-Colonel v. Winterfeld was killed. Major v. Gorschen 
wounded ; of the 24th, Majors v. SeUin and v. Rechtern were 
killed, V. Luderitz badly wounded, and Colonel Coimt Dohna 
had received a contusion. General v. Rothmaler had a hoi-se 
shot under him. 

Whilst the battalions of the 6th Division were thus holding 
their position with difficulty against the enemy's forces on the 
Roman road, there appeared to the north of St. Marcel large 
bodies of fresh troops, which were moving forward against the 
left flank of the Prussian line of battle, and were already sweep- 
ing with their artillery the valley leading up to Vionville. 

Place some French artillery in this position. 

To stave off this threatening danger there was alone available 
Colonel Lehmann's demi-brigade, which, as already mentioned, 
had reached Tronville. 

At 12.30 p.m. the remainder of Lehmann's demi-brigade was 
brought forward into the Tronville copses. The 1^ battalions 
of the 91st Regiment — the 2nd and 3rd companies on the right 
wing, the fusilier battalion on the left — toiled with difficulty 
through the thick undergrowth of the different copses, which 
were already under shell fire from St. Marcel. After severe 
efforts they at length reached the eastern edge and the salient 
north-east angle of the wood, the northern portion of which 
was occupied about this time by the 1st battalion of the 78th 
Regiment. 

Move, and place 5th and Sth companies 9^st RegiToent in 
jfighting lins of 2nd battalion 2^th Regiment. 

A vigorous fire from the long-ranging chassep6t was now 
directed upon these troops, to which, on account of the great 
distance, they were unable to reply with the needle gun. At 
the very commencement Major v. Runckel of the 78th Regi- 
ment was wounded; the commander of the 91st Regiment, 
Colonel V. Kameke, was killed at the north-east angle of the 
wood. 

Major V. Napolski with the two musketeer companies of this 
latter regiment strives in vain to advance into the open ; out- 
flanked on the left, he finds himself compelled to retire to the 
border of the wood. 

These positions were provisionally maintained, although even 
at this time fresh reinforcements were continually arriving in 
their front on the right wing of the French army. 
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FRENCH MOVEMENTS. 
Cavalry Charge. 

Clear away towards Bezonville GolvnJs brigade and all 2nd 
CorpSy except Jolivefs brigade. 

In order to re-animate the battle in the 2n(i Corps Marshal 
Bazaine and General Frossard had recourse to their cavalry. 
The nearest at band were the 3rd Lancers at Rezonville, and the 
Cuirassiers of the Guard ; the former received orders to charge 
the pursuers, the latter was to follow in Echelon on the right 
rear. The lancers moved off with two squadrons, but speedily 
returned with their mission unaccomplished, " because no defi- 
nite object of attack had been pointed out to them.'' General 
du Preuil had formed the Cuirassiers of the Guard into two lines, 
each of two squadrons, which he ordered to move forward at a 
gallop ; the fifth squadron followed as third line. 

Place these half-way between Rezonville and Flavigny. 

Checked in their career and thrown into confusion at first by 
baggage waggons and other camp equipage strewn over the 
ground, the regiment nevertheless carried out the prescribed 
attack with surpassing bravery. 

It fell in with those companies of the Prussian 10th infantry 
brigade which were moving forward at this time east of Fla- 
vigny in the direction of the high road. Captain Hildebrand 
had deployed the 6th and 7th companies of the 52nd into line ; 
they are awaiting with muskets at the "shoulder" the firat 
charge of the French horse. Powerless it shivers before the 
murderous file fire delivered at 250 paces. Right and left of the 
little body charge the lines of horsemen ; the rear rank of 
the Prussians faces about and fires from the rear into the enemy,^ 
who is now also received with a fire as calm as it is deadly fronv 
the fusilier companies of the 12th, and from the troops of the 
6th infantry Division advancing between Flavigny and the high 
road. Far and wide is the field strewn with the dead and the 
wounded ; the leader of the 52nd, Captain Hildebrand, is killed; 
but 22 officers, 208 cuirassiers, and 243 horses is the cost to the- 
French cavalry of the attack upon the infantry of Brandenburg,, 
and it is only by the swiftest flight that the weak remnant saves, 
itself fi^om destruction. 

Move. 

GERMAN MOVEMENTS. 

Counter- CHARGE of German Cavalry. 

dose under shelter of the burning Flavigny stood the 11th 
and 17th Hussars of Redem's brigade. At the instigation of 
Lieut.-Colonel v. Caprivi, the chief of the staff of the Xth Army 
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12-2 Corps, who was present and had been watching the approach of 
the enemy's cavahry, Lieut.-Colonel v. Rauch threw himself, 
with the three squadrons of the Brunswick Hussars and the 
remainder of the 2nd squadron of the 2nd Dragoons of the 
Guard, upon the already broken cuirassiers of the French Guard. 
On its right rear followed Lieut. -Colonel v. Eberstein with the 
11th Hussars, which charged the stragglers of the retreating 
French infantry. 

Move Gei'vian cavali^ half-way to Re^onville hehueen the 
roads to that place frovi Flavigny and VionvUle. 

While continuing the pursuit, hostile artillery appeared 
between the roads leading from Buxieres and from Flavigny to 
Rezonville ; it was a battery of Ai-tillery of the Guard just 
brought up by Marshal Bazaine in person. 

Move, 

Lieut.-Colonel V. Bauch ordered part of the 1st squadron to 
wheel to the right and charged the flank of the guns, while Captain 
V. Vaerst, 11th Hussars, attacked them simultaneously in front. 
Completely taken by surprise, the battery had scarcely time to 
deliver a few rounds when the hussars were upon them. The 
French commander-in-chief, borne away in the flight of the 
teams and his own personal escort, was exposed for some minutes 
to the most imminent danger. However, he ultimately found 
protection in the 3rd French Rifle Battalion, which had been left 
as reserve to Valazd's brigade, where the path from Flavigny to 
Bezonville meets the high road. As at this moment French 
cavalry* were moving forward from various quarters to meet 
the hussar attack, the latter was brought to a close and retreat 
became unavoidable. The Brunswick Hussars rallied in the 
bottom south-west of Flavigny, the 11th Hussars on the ceme- 
tery hill. For lack of draught horses the captured guns could 
not be brought off*. 

Move. 

Attempted Advance of German Infantry. 

After beating off the charge of the French cuirassiers, tbe 
remains of the two battalions of the 10th brigade,t forming 
the right wing of the new line of attack, press forward towards 
the centre of the French positions. They even reach the high 
road west of Rezonville, but are then overwhelmed with a mur- 
derous rain of musket bullets, which places nearly all the oflicers 
hors d^ combat. When their last cartridge is expended, the 
weak remnant withdraws to Vionville and Flavigny. 

Move. 



A squadron each fhmi the 4th Chasseurs k Cheval and the 5th HoBsars CMima- 
"^g ^tl}© 5th Corps) which formed Marshal Bazaine's escort. 
Fusilier hattalion 12th Begiment ; Snd hattalion 62od ~ * 
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Charge by 6th Cavalry Division. 12-2 

As soon as the retreat of the 2nd French Corps was observed, 
General v. Alvensleben, the general commanding, had sent orders 
to the 6th cavalry Division to advance from their covered 
position* and take up the pursuit of the beaten enemy. The 
conveyance of the order, the ascent of the heights, and the 
deployment of the Division took some little time. In their 
formation of attack, Ranch's brigade on the right formed the 
front line, Griiter's brigade on the left in Echelon, the rear line. 
The latter, again, was divided into two lines, of which the 
rearmost was in double Echelon to the foremost.t 

Move up to left rear of 6 L. Ill, 

During this time, however, the adversary had not been in- 
active. 

In order to receive the broken 2nd Corps in its^retreat and to 
take its place in the line of battle, Marshal Bazaine had brought 
up Picard's Grenadier Division from the posting house at Grave- 
lotte, having previously ordered the Voltigeur Division to move 
forward from" Malmaison to that place in its stead. The Grena- 
dier Division was deployed to the south of Rezonville in order to 
re-occupy the lines quitted by the 2nd Corps ;'its 3rd Regiment 
was appointed specially to support Lapasset's brigade. Near this, 
Jolivet's brigade had held its position for some time, but that 
also retired on finding its right flank threatened. 

Move and clear off all 2nd Corps; Colin- s brigade rallies in* 
rear of its Corps, 

Thus the 6th cavalry Division, in its advance about 1 o'clock 
along the plateau in the formation already described, found no 

* Further down in the quarry ravine. 

f 6Tn Cayalky Division. 

Ranch's Brigade. 

16th Hussars. drd Hussars. 

Col. V. Schmidt. Col. v. Zieten. 



Griiter's Brigade. 
15th Lancers. 
Col. V. Alvensleben. 



3rd Lancers. 6th Cuirassiers. 

CoL Count GrSben. Lieut.-Col. Count Lynar.J 



X The fourth squadron remained as special escort with 2 B. UL 
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12-2 longer fleeing detachments in its front, but fresh intact bodies 
of troops. When the Prussian cavalry now trotted forward 
through the line of guns, and tried to deploy for attack in front 
of it, the space for the movement was found to be very limited, 
as both wings had to avoid masking their own batteries ; and, 
moreover, the squadrons of dragoons* hitherto kept in rear of 
the artillery had joined the front line. 

Move. 

In addition to this, the hussar squadrons of Eedern's brigade 
now retiring had to be admitted through the intervals which were 
aheady too narrow. 

In consequence the Division only partly deployed ; generally 
speaking it remained in a line of squadron columns, which 
moved forward in the space between Fiavigny and the Buxieres 
road towards the high road in the closest order, exposed all the 
time to a vigorous shell and musketry fire. 

Move. 

The enemy's cavalry which had shown in small bodies with- 
drew rapidly, the infantry found cover in the open and in the 
ditches of the high road, their fire playing upon the mass of 
horsemen was aided by that of the French artillery from distant 
positions north of the high road and fi*om behind RezonviUe 
bottom. 

Under these circumstances a continuation of the cavalry attack 
gave no promise of success. Colonel v. Schmidt, who on Colonel 
Ranch being wounded assumed the command of the 15th 
brigade, halted it, in order that the squadrons might first take 
their proper intervals, a movement which was effected with 
sangfroid under the enemy's heavy fire. Then wheeling about 
by divisions, the colonel led the brigade into a covered position 
at Fiavigny. 

Both regiments had suffered no inconsiderable losses, especially 
the 3rd Hussars, whose commander. Colonel v. Zieten, was 
mortally wounded. 

Move. 

Grliter's brigade was equally unsuccessful in producing its fcdl 
effect. The 15th Lancers had a brief hand-to-hand skirmish 
with the cavalry detachments which had hurried forward to 
Marshal Bazaine's protection ; the 6th Cuirassiers endeavoured 
to advance in line towards the high road ; but the ever-increasing 
efficacy of the fire from the eneiiiy's infantry rapidly brought this 
attack to a close. As quietly as if on the drill ground the 
Prussian regiments of cavahy moved under their leader's orders, 
keeping their front directed towards the enemy. Colonel Count 
Ciroben covered the retirement of the brigade to Fiavigny with 
JiiH two squadrons of lancers, wheeling them up to the front 
Wiveral times at the walk. 

M(/ije. 



9 th and 12th Dragoons. 
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The short pause, prevailing during the preceding cavahy 12-2 
engagements, in the fighting of the Prussian infantry, had given 
time for a slight re-organisation of the different units. In pro- 
portion as this took place, the change of front just alluded to 
and a general advance in the direction of the Roman road were 
at the same time carried into effect. The French guns posted 
along it had in the meantime received accessions of strength ; 
their fire made fresh gaps in the battalions, already thinned in 
the previous struggles. 

General Advance of Artillery. 

Tliis apparently fruitless advance of the cavalry had, however, 
been so far of use in giving the artillery the desired opportunity 
of taking up a more forward position. 

In the centre of the line of battle, on the immediate left of 
General v. Schwerin's position. Colonel v. Dresky with the three 
horse artillery batteries of the Ilird Army Corps crossed the 
road leading from Gorze to Flavigny. 

Place 1 jR. Ill.y 3 R. HI. in 3rd position; 2 R, III, in Uh 
position. 

Further on the left, in the direction of the last-named village, 
Captain Schirmer was hastening forward with the 2nd horse 
artillery battery of the Xth Army Corps into the new artillery 
line. He was followed by the two batteries which had hitherto 
been standing in the vicinity of the quarry ravine. 

Place 2 R, X. in 3rd position ; 6 L. Ill in 5th position ; 
3 H, III. in 2nd position. 

Simultaneously with these movements, Colonel v. d. Becko 
brought forward the artillery from the cemetery hill over the 
gully to the north of Flavigny, and on the further side of it took 
up advantageous positions. 

Place 3 R. X. in Uh position; 4 L. ///., 4 H. Ill 2nd 
position. 

All the batteries of the centre fired on the enemy's infantry at 
ranges of from 1,500 to 2,400 paces, and by their accurate fire 
always repulsed the attacks which were often made in close 
masses. Although the positions of the batteries were not always 
favourable, being comparatively low, yet they had this advantage 
in the case of a hostile attack, that the French columns were 
always obliged to pass conspicuous features of the ground, the 
ranges of which could be accurately estimated by trial shots. It 
was observed that three shells striking consecutively in most 
cases caused the hostile columns to retire and drag their skir- 
mishers with them. As soon as the infantry was out of sight, 
his artiUeiy arid mitrailleuses on the ridge extending from the 
Roman road to the south of Rezonville were fired at, the ranges 
generally varying from 1,800 to 2,000 paces. For want of 
nearer objects, the artillery posted at the wood near the Roman 
road was occasionally fired on, with apparently good results, at 
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12-2 a mnge of 3,000 paces, and by some batteries at a range of 4,000 
paces. For a short time French cavalry also formed a favourable 
object. 

As 3 R X. appeai-ed to be very much exposed to the enemy's 
shirmishers it was ordered to retire 200 paces to another position 
close to the high road. 

Place 3 R. X. in 5th position. 

2 R. X. also moved north of the high road for the purpose of 
taking in flank a battery which had harassed it considerably by 
direct fire. 

Place 2 jR. X. in 4ith position. 

The 3rd light battery of the Ilird Army Corps at Vionville 
had advanced at the request of General v. Rothmaler through 
this village and across the high road, in order to support from 
the northern side the vehement struggle againt the 6th French 
Corps. 

Place 3 L. TIL in 2nd position. 

The three left batteries of the 5th infantry Division once more 
advanced, wheeling an eighth of a circle to the right. The 2nd 
heavy battery on the right wing remained with its flank resting 
on the wood, the occupation of which was now perfectly secured ; 
its northern edge was flanked by the Prussian artillery from their 
new position. By this arrangement the front of their own 
infantry was covered, and the enemy prevented from pressing 
forward over the height in front (989) into the woods, an attempt 
which he frequently made. 

Place 1 H. 3., 1 L. 3. in Srd position; 1 i. X in 2nd 
position. 

During occasional pauses in the engagement, the batteries on 
the left flank also opened fii'e upon the French positions on the 
other side of the high road- As a general rule the engagement 
on the eastern part of the battle-field partook of the character of 
a stationary action, in which the Prussian infantry, who had 
almost expended their ammimition in the hard contest, were 
likewise unable to make any decisive progress beyond the 
northern edge of the Bois de St. Arnould. The heights in front 
of Rezonville (970 and 989) thus remained in the hands of the 
enemy. 

Place Ist battalion 12th Regiment just coming on the^eld 
from Corny and Oorze west of Bois de Vionville, 

MOVEMENTS OF Xth ARMY CORPS. 

The troops at General v. Voigts-Rhetz' disposal, as already 
mentioned, had at first received general instructions to pudi 
forward on the left of the Ilird Army Corps against the enemy's 
lines of retreat to the Meuse. In accordance with the orders of 
the general commanding, the troops had moved off from their 
different positions on the morning of the 16th, and those intended 
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for a reconnaissance in force towards Rezonville were by midday 12-2 
gradually involved in the engagements on the plateau in that 
direction. 

General v. Schwartzkoppen with the remainder of the 19th 
Division''^ had commenced his advance at 7 a.m. from Thiaucourt 
in the direction of St. Hilaire, whither he had been preceded by 
the brigade of dragoons of the Guard placed under his orders. 
During the march feeble sounds of cannon had been heard on 
the right. This was at first considered to betoken an action 
between the 5th cavalry Division and a French rearguard ; but 
in order to ascertain for certain the state of affairs, General v. 
Voigts-Rhetz rode forward with the 3rd squadron 2nd Dragoons 
of the Guard by way of Woe! to Jonville. The arrival at this 
moment of reports from Lieut.-Colonel v. Caprivi, chief of the 
staff, who had been despatched from Thiaucourt in the morning, 
caused the general to move at once to Tronville, whither Colonel 
Lehmann's demi-brigade, according to a report from that officer, 
had already proceeded of its own accord from Chambley. On 
reaching Tronville the general found the whole of the neigh- 
bouring corps involved in a serious engagement. He therefore 
at once issued the necessary orders in all directions, so as to 
bring up his own troops as quickly as possible to the battle- 
field. 

The brigade of Dragoons of the Guard attached to the 19th 
half-division had reached St. Hilaire at 10 a.m. During the 
march the patrols had heard the sound of guns to the eastward, 
although indistinctly, and as it continued, Major-General Count 
Brandenburg II., with the sanction of the commander of the 
Division, advanced with the 1st Dragoons of the Guard and the 
1st Horse Artillery Battery of the Guard, in the direction of the 
supposed field of battle. 

General Count Brandenburg had reached the vicinity of Mars 
la Tour about 1 p.m., and from that point watched the movements 
of the masses of French troops visible to the north. Eeinforced by 
the 4th squadron 2nd Guard Dragoons, which had hastened up from 
St. Hilaire, he advanced in the direction of Ville sur Yron, and 
descried in the vicinity of that place a superior force of hostile 
cavalry, which, however, remained entirely inactive. Whilst the 
1st Dragoons of the Guard skirmished towards the wood near 
La Grange farm, occupied by French cavalry, the 4th squadron 
of the 2nd Dragoons of the Guard moved with the battery 
towards the plateau in front of Bruville, from whence the guns 
responded for some time with good results to the fire of the 
French artillery which was directed at Barby's brigade. 

Move and place 1 R. 0. in let position. 

* The 38th infantry Brigade with the 2nd light and 2nd heavy batteries, and the 
Sod and 3rd pioneer companies of the Xth Army Corps. Besides these the brigade 
of Dragoons of the Guard and 1st H. A. Battery of the Guard, the former only six 
sqnadrons strong. Of the 2nd Dragoons of the Guard there was, as is known, a 
squadron with the horse artillery batteries of the Xth Corps ; another was with 
GMieral t. Voigts-Bhetz. 
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J2.2 ^^ other respects General v. Schwartzkoppen saw no cause at 

present for deviating from the direction of march prescribed in 
the general order to the army. This would bring him ultimately 
to the north-west towards the reach of the Meuse below Verdun, 
over which it was supposed the French army was now in the 
act of crossing. Intelligence with regard to the occurrences of 
the preceding day led him to conjecture that the proceedings to 
the eastward were merely attacks on a strong rearguard, with 
which the Ilird Army Corps, in conjunction with the 37th 
brigade directed on Chambley, was quite competent to deal. 
It was known also that the general commanding the corps was 
on the battle-field ; his orders from thence might be expected, 
and until then the instructions already received must be fol- 
lowed, the object of which was to throw light upon the move- 
ments along the northern road by Etain. 

Under these circumstances the troops were ordered to form 
up temporarily to the south of St. Hilaire. The 2nd battalion 
57th Regiment and the two squadrons of the 2nd Dragoons of 
the Guard, left behind at St. Hilaire, received instructions to 
place outposts in the direction of Verdun, and to make a recon- 
naissance towards the Etain road. 

Before ^the troops were completely formed up, an order re- 
ceived shortly afternoon from General v. Viogts-Rhetz summoned 
the half-division to the neighbourhood north-east of Chambley 
in support of the Ilird Army Corps. 

The direct road to that point passes through Jonville and 
Xonville. But as it was meanwhile ascertained from more 
recent reports that Colonel Lehmann was hotly engaged to the 
north of Tronville, the great road to Mars la Tour was chosen, 
as it would either bring them on the left flank of the fighting 
line, or, should the enemy have meanwhile gained ground, on 
his fiank and rear. 

In order to protect the trains, the outpost battalion with a 
weak detachment of cavalry remained at St. Hilaire ; the 4th 
squadron 2nd Dragoons of the Guards trotted on at once to Mars 
la Tour ; General v. Schwartzkoppen resumed his march with 
the remainder of the troops* shortly after 12.30 p.m. 

The 20th infantry Division, with the field division of the 
corps artillery attached, had reached its appointed position at 
Thiaucourt at 11.30 a.m., and pushed outposts westward along 
the road to Verdun. The roar of artillery which resounded in 
the far distance caused them while on the march to send away 
officer-patrols in a northerly direction. A communication from 
Lieut.-Colonel v. Caprivi, sent from the battle-field, confirmed 
Major-General v. Kraatz in the resolution he had already forme3 
of leading forward his entire Division to that place. The troops 

* Five battalioDS, two pioneer companies, a squadron, and two batteries. 



93 

were set in motion with all possible speed by way of Charey and 12-2 
St. Julien.* 

Place the head of the Division just on the plan south of Chaw,- 
bley at 2 y.m. comiTig frorn the south. 

FRENCH MOVEMENTS TOWARDS 2 p.m. 

Move the troops as in the following paragrapJis. 

The reports from fugitive villagers of a continuous advance 
of large bodies of Prussian troops from the Moselle valley 
towards Gorze, could only have increased Marshal Bazaine's 
apprehensions for his left flank. It was owing to this, that the 
Rifle Battalion of the Guard, and afterwards the rest of the Division 
of Voltiguers of the Guard, were pushed forward into the Bois des 
Ognons, and their place occupied by bringing up Montaudon's 
Division of the 3rd Corps by way of Villers aux Bois to the 
posting house at Gravelotte. On the south of this village were 
being rallied the two shattered Divisions of the 2nd Corps, 
guarding the valley leading down to Ars.t All the other parts 
of the army, however, were employed in reinforcing their own 
right and outflanking the Prussian left wing. 

Move, 

Two Divisions uuder Generals Nayral and Aymard deployed 
about 1.30 p.m. between St. Marcel and Bruville, keeping up 
connexion on the left with Tixier's Division of the 6th Corps. 
In rear of these the 4th Corps was on the march \ik Doncourt. 
After Lapasset's brigade had been reinforced by the 3rd Regi- 
ment of Grenadiers, a brigade of Levassor-Sorval's Division 
was also advanced through Rezonville to the westward, in order 
to rejoin the left flank of the 6th Corps north of the high road.f 

Marshal Canrobert had up to this time successfully resisted 
aU attempts to thrust him from his position ; he observed that 

* Order of march of the 20th infantry Division in its advance from Thiaucourt to 
the battle-field : — 

16th Dragoons . - . -"^ 

1st and 2nd battalions 79th Regiment - | 

3rd light anddrd heavy batteries - - ^39th Brigade (Woyna). 

1st and 2nd battalions 56th Kegiment - | 

Fusilier battalion 79th Regiment^ - -J 

5th and 6th light batteries - - - 1 i-vr ^v ^n 

5th and 6th hiavy batteries - - . } Of the corps aitiUery. 

17th Regiment - - - -"| 

4th light and 4th heavy batteries - -I .^^1.-0 • i /-rw • 1. i. n 

1st and fusilier battalions 92nd Regiment - r ^*^ ^^^^^^^ (Diringshofen). 
10th rifle battalion - - . -J 

The fusilier battalion 79th Regiment had been on outpost duty, and consequently 
away from the regiment. 

The fusilier battalion 56th Regiment, which had been left in rear to guard the 
army headquarters at Pont h Mousson, had to await relief by the 2nd battalion of 
the 92nd, and was now coming up from that place. 

f General Fossard states in his " Rapport sur les operations du Deuxieme Corps " 
that most of his guns retained their positions on the field of battle. — L. A. H. 

J Thus Marshal Canrobert had the following parts of his corps at disposal to the 
west of Rezonville : — 

Ist brigade of Levassor-SorvaPs Division"! r> x ^t. !_• i_ ■• ■• ., 

La Font de ViUier's Division - - I ^^*^«^^ *^« ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^ 

9th Division of Bisson's Division - J Koman road. 

Tlxier*8 Division, north of the Roman road. 
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12-2: the fire of the Prussian troops opposed to him was becoming 
weaker, and that to all appearance their strength had begun to 
fail. Being protected on his left by the advance of fresh troops 
and assured of the speedy co-operation of the 3rd and 4th Corps, 
the marshal resolved to take advantage of the favourable turn 
of events, and move against VionviQe with all his fcuroe. 

2-3 2 TO 3 P.M. 

GERMAN MOVEMENTS. 
Charge of Bredow's Brigade. 

On the other side, General v. Alvensleben had now succeeded, 
through the impetuous advance of his two Divisions, in drawing 
upon himself four hostile corps, and in forcing them to deploy. 
With these results he might rest content, there was no necessity 
for any further advance ; his present object was rather to avoid 
being crushed by the enemy's superior force. For it was only 
2 p.m., the day therefore young ; no infantry, not a gun in reserve, 
and the nearest support, the 20th Division, as yet a long way in 
rear. It was now time to see what a self-sacrificing cavalry 
could do, for that alone was at hand to be launched against the 
attack opened by Marshal Canrobert. 

After a consultation between the general commanding the 
Ilird Army Corps, and the commander of the 5th cavalry Divi- 
sion, the latter had undertaken to secure the left flank of the 
corps with two brigades, and to place the third at the special 
disposal of General v. Alvensleben. For the first of these duties 
there were, as already mentioned, the regiments of Redem's 
brigade, and the 13th Dragoons of Bredow's brigade employed at 
different points, whilst the other parts of the Division had been 
withdrawn from the west side of the Tronville copses towards 
the vicinity of that village."^ Barby's brigade now received orders 
to make a fresh advance to the west of those woods, in order to 
protect the infantry therein from the attack which threatened 
from the direction of Bruville. 

There remained at the disposal of General v. Alvensleben the 
two heavy regiments of Bredow's brigade. They had been 
hitherto halted on the north-west slopes of the Tronville heights 
in squadron columns at close intervals, and at General v. Rhein- 
baben's instigation had moved off in this formation to the 
western issue from Vionville. 

Move. 

During the movement an orderly oflBicer of the Ilird Army 
Corps brought orders to the brigade for two squadrons to 
reconnoitre through the woods north of the village, for which 
purpose a squadron was chosen by lot from each regiment.t 

Move. 

* See p. 76. 

•f These two squadrons, the 3rd of the 7th Cuirassiers and the 1st of the 16th 
Lancers, advanced in accordance with their special mission, consequently taking no 
part in ^e charge of the brigade, and subsequently formed rallying points for the 
debris of their regiment. y 

(Move these two squadrons to rear ofFlavigny during ensuing charge). 
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Meanwhile the crisis already depicted had arisen in the general 
situation of the engagement, and had been recognised by General 
V. Alvensleben. In order first to relieve the 6th infantry Divi- 
sion, and at the same time to bring about a rapid decision^ it 
appeared of primary importance to silence the . hostile batteries 
on the Roman road. Colonel v. Voigts Rhetz, chief of the 
general staff, brought orders for General v. Bredow to attack. 
The latter saw at a glance that, under existing circumstances, 
the object could only be gained by an energetic attack, in which 
the cavalry must charge home, come what might, and if neces- 
sary should and must sacrifice itself. With this resolution the 
general proceeded without delay to cany out his instructions. 
He ordered his six still available squadrons first to fi*ont east- 
ward, and then wheeled to the left, in order to make use in his 
subsequent movement of the cover afforded by the depression of 
the ground to the north of Vionville ; thus protected he wheeled 
to the right by divisions, took intervals while riding forward 
towards the edge of the heights lying to the eastward, and 
formed line to the front. 
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at close range, the brigade dashes forward in line, Major Count 
Schmettow with the 7th Cuirassiers* on the left, and Major v. d. 
DoUen with the 16th Lancei*!^ on the right, against the nearest 
masses of the enemy. The first French line is ridden over, the 
line of guns broken through, teams and gunners put to the sword. 
The second line is powerless to check the vigorous charge of 
horse ; the batteries on the heights further to the rear limber up 
and seek safety in flight. Eager to engage, and thirsting for 
victory, the Prussian squadrons charge even through the valley 
which descends from the Roman road to Rezonville, until at 
length after a career of 3,000 paces they are met on all sides by 
French cavalry. 

Move. 

Forton's cavalry Division, which at the commencement of the 
battle was partly dispersed, had been, as we have seen, again 
assembled by Marshal Bazaine to the north of Rezonville and 
been formed up under cover. A most favourable opportunity 
. was now presented for repairing the fault committed in the 
morning. General Forton sent Murat*s brigade of di'agoons 
against the front, and the 7th Cuirassiers against the left flank 
of the Prussians, and two squadrons of the 10th Cuirassiers to 
attack them in rear. At the same time, Valabrfegues cavalry 
Division moved up from Rezonville. 

Move. 

General v. Bredow sounds the recall. Breathless from the 
long ride, thinned by the enemy's bullets, without reserves, and 
hemmed in by hostile cavalry, they have to fight their way back. 
After some hot melees with hostile horsemen, they once more 
cut their way through the previously overridden lines of artillery 
and infantry ; harassed by a thick rain of rifle bullets, and with 
the foe in rear, the remnant of the two regiments of Prussian 
cavalry hastens back to Flavigny. The hostile cavalry undeiiook 
no serious pursuit ; they limited their efforts chiefly to making 
prisoners of the wounded, and of those horsemen whose jaded 
steeds compelled them to remain behind. 

Bredow's brigade rallied in rear of Flavigny. Neither of his 
two regiments could at first form more than one squadron out of 
the three which had taken part in the charge, for the bold attack 
had cost them half their men and horses. Major v. d. Dollen, 
commanding the Lancers, had fallen into the enemy's hands as 
he lay beneath the dead body of his horse. Captain Meyer of 
the Cuirassiers fell at the head of his squadron. 

Move. 

Meanwhile (Jeneral v. Redern had brought up the 11th Hussars 
between Vionville and Flavigny, in support of Bredow's brigade. 
The services of that regiment were, however, not called for, as 



* The commander of the regiment had been laid up since the hegiuning of the 
campaign in consequence of a severe fall with his horse. 
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the adversary, with far superior forces, had only followed up 2-3 
with flankers. 

The victims of this charge, courageous unto death, had not 
fallen in vain. The commenced advance of the 6th French 
Corps was checked, and was now — it is stated, by order of 
Marshal Bazaine, who was at this moment apprehensive of a 
fresh attack on his left flank — entirely abandoned. At any rate 
the French made no fresh advance from the direction of RezOn- 
ville this day. Thus the pressure was again completely taken 
off" the 6th infantry Division on this side. 

Advance of Infantry. 

Move troops into position.'*^ Retire QHh to Vionville, 
1^ on plan 5 B Ojfficial Account ahovM he ^^• 

During the charges of the cavalry since morning the infantry 
of the 6th Division had gradually advanced ; the 1st battalion and 
the fusilier companies of the 20th Regiment had ascended the long- 
contested edge of the heights from the high road and taken up a 
firmer position than before, opposite the Roman road. They 
were supported in this movement by different detachments of 
the 64th Regiment on the left, and by the two Oldenburg com- 
panies,! ^^^ parts of the 35th Regiment on the right. As the 
enemy came again into action but very gradually between the 
high road and the Roman road, and in the copses on the latter, 
these troops maintained their advanced positions, even some 
time after the left wing of the Division had been compelled to 
retire. On the other hand, the pause in the infantry fight had 
been utilised in withdrawing the much-thinned ranks of the 
64th Regiment behind Vionville, for the purpose of forming a 
reserve at that point ; for it might be assumed that before long 
the want of it would be again felt in the north. It was now 
3 o'clock. 

Advance of Cavalry on Left. 

During the time that the cavalry charge just depicted was 
taking place between the high road to Rezonville and the 
Roman road, Barby's cavalry brigade, in accordance with the 
task assigned to it, had assumed its duties of protecting the left 
flank from the direction of Bruville. Leaving the Tronville 
copses on the right, the brigade crossed the deep valley in front, 
and together with the 13th Dragoons, which were already there, 

* The 1st battalion, fusilier battalion, 20th Eegiment and 6th and 7th companies 
91st Regiment are in that order from left to right north of the high road facing north 
by east. The right is 1,100 paces from the east of Vionville and rests on the road, 
the left is 400 paces from the east of Vionville, and 300 paces north of the road. In 
continuation of the 6th and 7 th companies 91st, and south of the road facing north-east, 
are the 1st, 2nd, 4th, 7th, and 11th companies 35th Regiment ; the 6th and 3rd com- 
panies 36th are on the Flavigny Road, and just south of the clump of trees ; the 5th 
and 8th companies 35th are at Vionville ; the 9th, 10th, and 12th companies 35th 
Regiment, with the 2nd battalion 52nd Regiment and the fusilier battalion 12th 
Regiment, are at Flavigny. 

t 6th and 7th companies, 91st Regiment. 

38475. G 
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2-3 tcok up a position on the opposite bank for the purpose of 
watching the enemy's troops, visible at Braville'and St. MarceL 
Nearest to the enemy on the southern slope of the long ridge 
(884) were the two regiments of dragoons ;* behind them were 
the two heavy regiments in squadron columns. 

Move. 

FRENCH MOVEMENTS. 

Advance against German Left. 

. The adversary at Bruville and St. Marcel, still awaiting ap- 
parently the reinforcements advancing from Doncoui-t, limited 
his efforts at first to a rather sharp fire of shell upon the Prus- 
sian cavalry, whilst he maintained a delaying action with his 
infantry against the Tronville copses. When, however, Grenier's 
Division of the 4th Corps had reached Bruville and had rein- 
forced the right wing of the 3rd, the French considered the 
moment for a further advance to have arrived. 

Place Ch^enier'a Division at Bruville. 

About 2.45 p.m. the enemy's infantry moved forward in dense 
swarms. Shortly afterwards Barby's brigade found itself touched 
by the fire of the skirmishers posted behind bushes, hedges, and 
ditches, then overwhelmed with volleys from a raoge of 600 
to 800 paces, whilst the mitrailleuses joined with their fire from 
the rear. The Prussian cavalry therefore withdrew slowly in 
the direction of Tronville. 

Move ISth Dragoons, 19th Dragoons, and ISth Lancers into 
north-east angle of junction of roads Mars la Tour- 
Buxiires and Puxieuoo-Tronville ; ^th Cuirassiers are at 
south-west angle of Tronville ; 10th Hussars north of 
Puxieux in hollow, 

GERMAN MOVEMENTS. 

The enveloping attack upon the Prussian left wing and the 
general retreat of the latter induced General Count Brandenburg 
about 3 p.m. also to retire upon Mars la Tour. He took up a 
covered position to the south-west of the village with his five 
squadrons and the battery. 

'Move, 

Approach of 20th Division. 

Plax^e 16th Dragoons foi^med up between Puxieux and Trooi- 
ville ; 5 L, X., 6 L, X in 1st position west of Tronville ; 
1st and 2nd battalions 79th Regiment 1 mile south of 
Tronville on road from, Chambley ; 3 L. X,, 3 H. X are 
in 1st position near Bois de Vionville ; the 1st and 2nd 

* The ISth and 19th. The former regiment had pushed forward a squadron 
against each of tho two villages. The other moved in a body towards the side of 
8t. Marcel. 
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battalions 56th Regiment and fusilier battalion 79th 2-3 
Regiment n^aring Buxi^res on road from Chambley ; 
the rear of the Mth brigade just on the plan south of 
Chambley, in accordance with the following explanation : 

The two leading battalions of the •39th brigade reached the 
neighbourhood of Chambley about 2.30 p.m., and continued their 
advance to Tronville under General v. Woyna. 

General v. Kraatz had sent forward the staff officer of the 
Division to reconnoitre towards Tronville, and had ridden 
forward in person in the direction of Flavigny. As there 
appeared to be a visible want of infantry in the centre of the 
line of battle of the Ilird Army Corps, the general considered it 
of primary importance to support it at once. He therefore sent 
orders to the 39th brigade to join with one regiment in the 
action of the 5th infantry Division, and, in accordance therewith, 
the three rear battalions of the brigade bent away to the right 
from the column of route. On rejoining the Division at the du 
Sauley farm. General v. Kraatz also sent forward the two bat- 
teries marching with that brigade towards the eastern side of 
the battle-field. The two heavy batteries of the corps artillery 
took the same direction shortly after. 

Whilst in the neighbourhood of St. JuUen, Colonel Baron 
V. d. Goltz, commanding the corps artillery, had received per- 
mission from the commander of the Division to hasten forward 
with his two light batteries* to the battle-field ; the 16th Dra- 
goons, at the head of the Division, were to act as escort to the 
two batteries. The regiment had, however, already gone on 
independently, formed up between Puxieux and Tronville, and 
subsequently placed itself, according to request, at the disposal 
of the commander of the 5th cavalry Division. 

Meanwhile Colonel v. d. Goltz had gone past the 39th brigade 
with his two batteries, and from Chambley had struck across 
country in a northerly direction. Conducted by a staff oflBcer 
of the Xth Army Corps to Tronville, he took up a position to 
the west of the village, so as to oppose the enemy's enveloping 
attack on the Tronville copses. 

There is no change in the 5th infantry Division except that 
the 1st battalion I2th Regiment has joined the 2nd batta- 
lion of the same regiment. The head of the 16th infantry 
Division (see p. 104) is just on the plan on the Corny- 
Gorze Road, . 

3 TO 4 P.M. ^"^ 

GERMAN LEFT. 

Advance of French Right Wing and Evacuation of 

Tronville Copses. 

The whole weight of the enemy's attack was now directed 
against the Tronville copses, for which the two Divisions of the 

* The 5th and 6th. 

g2 
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8-4 3rd Corps* were formed up in front, while Grenier's Division of 
the 4th OD the right and Tixier's Division of the 6th Corps on 
the left were endeavouring to turn the flanks of the Prussian 
line of battle. 

M(yve French, bringing Orenier's Division to north edge of the 
ravine which runs west from St. Marcel close to the north 
edge of tlve TronvUle copse. 

Owing to the pressure of Tixier's Division, the valley 
between Vionville and St. Marcel had first to be evacuated. 
The Brandenburg battalions,t which were nearly destroyed in 
tlie long struggle at that point, withdrew towards the copses 
occupied by Lehmann's demi-brigade. 

Move. 

But when these had likewise fired their last cartridge at the 
pursuing enemy, the north-east angle of the wood had to be 
yielded, its defenders finding themselves pressed back into the 
interior with heavy losses. Still, the wet ground, thick with 
undergrowth, hampered the enemy's forward movement. Turning 
to account every advantage, the Prussian companies retired step 
by step, although they were at the same time being gradually 
outflanked from the west. Not until after more than an hour's 
fighting did the French succeed in gaining possession of the 
northern portion of the wood, in effecting which they were sup- 
ported by the fire of their batteries commanding the valley 
towards Vionville. 

Move Germans halfway back through the copses and Grenier's 
Division across the ravine. 

The guns concentrated to the west of Vionville aflforded a 
rallying point to the left wing of the Prussian fighting line which 
was thus pressed back. 

Both horse artillery batteries of the Xth Army Corps had, 
from their recent position east of Vionville, efiectively supported 
for some time the attack of the infantry against the Roman road, 
but in consequence of the heavy losses which they had sustained 
were afterwards temporarily withdrawn. 

Place 2 jR. X. and 3 R. X, behind Vionville out of action. 

Retirement of German Artillery. 

When the action at the Tronville copses assumed the phase 
just depicted, the 3rd horse artillery battery again advanced 
round the south of Vionville at a gallop, and came up between 
the batteries of the 6th infantry Division, which had been posted 
by General v. Buddenbrock on the west side of the village to 
the north of the road, and had been firing without intermission 
for a considerable time. 

Place 3 jR. X. in Gth position. 



* Nayral and Ayrnard. f 24th Regiment and 2nd battalion of 20th Regiment. 



101 

The French artillery at the Roman road and to the south of 3.4 
St. Marcel meanwhile directed a powerful cross-fire upon those 
four Prussian batteries, which were at the sametime reached by 
infantry fire from the Tronville copses and taken in reverse by 
a battery on the ridge south of Bruville through the opening in 
the wood. 

Place a French battery to fire down the clearing* 

As, moreover, the ammunition was nearly expended, the com- 
mander of the Division, who was present, ordered the four 
batteries to abandon their very advanced positions. Lieut.- 
Colonel Beck ordered them therefore to retire in Echelon to a 
position of readiness in rear of the heights south-west of Vion- 
ville, where they replenished their ammunition. 

JR^tire 5 L. IIL, 5 H, III., 6 H. IIL, 3 K X. 

Major Korber's batteries, which in their positions south of the 
high road had been hitherto somewhat withdrawn from the 
enemy's flankiog fire, had now to bear the brunt of the French 
superior forces, which were pressing forward from three sides. 
He was joined shortly after by 1st Lieut, v. Pressentin with the 
3rd light battery of the Ilird Army Corps, which had supported 
the attack towards the Roman road from its position north-east 
of Vionville. When the left flank of the Prussian line of battle 
was thrust back, this battery also found itself threatened by the 
enemy's infantry, and in consequence had to commence its re- 
treat,which was not effected without heavy loss. The battery 
had to unlimber frequently, in order to keep off* the enemy, wha 
was pressing forward to close quarters, until it ultimately suc- 
ceeded in reaching Major Korber's positions and forming up with 
him. 

Place 3 L, III. in Srd position. 

But meantime the situation of affairs at this point had alsa 
become more and more critical. Three batteries of Grenier's 
Division had come into action on the heights west of the Tron- 
viUe copses, and their projectiles took in reverse the line of 
Prussian guns on the high road, firing down the space between 
the smaller and the larger woods. Both batteries of the left wing 
were obliged to then front to the left rear, in order to open fire 
in this direction, whilst the other two forming with them a right 
angle continued their fire towards the north and north-east. 

Move French guns and place 1 R. IV, in Srd position, Srd 
L. HI. in Uh position. 

Meanwhile the Prussian infantry had evacuated the Tronville 
copses, protected by the brave front shown by the artillery. 
The remnant of the four Brandenburg battalions formed up to 
the east of Tronville. 

Move. 

* This clearing must not be confounded with the clear space between the lesser 
and the larger woods which form the Tronyille copses. 



102 

3-4 The 24th Regiment had in its obstinate resistance, prolonged 

for five whole hours, lost 52 officers and 1,000 men ; of the 
fusilier battalion all the officers were hors de combat, and the 
colour bearers had been twice shot down. In like manner the 
2nd battalion of the 20th was greatly reduced. 

The battalions of the 37th demi-brigade, which had also suf- 
fered heavily, occupied Troaville and arranged the village for 
defence ; they had sustained a total loss of 20 officers and GOO 
men. 

Move. 

Detachments of the demi-brigade continued to maintain their 
ground in the western part of the copses, as the enemy only 
pressed forward in force on the eastern edge. In view, however, 
of the immense preponderance of French forces, their advance 
across the high road might be momentarily expected. 

Move. 

The masses of infantry of Grenier's Division, advancing on the 
west of the copses, prepared at once to press forward into the 
wood still occupied by the last detachments of the 37th demi- 
brigade. 

Advance Grenier's Division to one mile north of Tronville. 

When the hostile infantry had arrived within a mile and came 
under fire of the Prussian artillery at Tronville, the latter 
opened upon them, and was responded to by the three batteries of 
Grenier's Division on the heights north of the high road. 

Taking advantage of a retrograde movement of the enemy's 
infantry, Colonel v. d. Goltz brought both his batteries up 
to the high road, and after a short cannonade at a range of 
1,500 to 1,800 paces likewise drove away those guns, against 
which Major Korber s line of artillery had been hitherto opposed 
under circumstances of great difficulty. An attempt on the part 
of the colonel to cross the high road with his batteries, and the 
two squadrons of the 4th Cuirassiers attached as escort, failed 
at the outset, owing to the vigorous fire of the opposing in- 
fantry. 

Place 5 L, X., 6 L X. in 2nd position, and retire 0n^enier*8 
Division across the ravine, 

Keinfokcement to German Guns. 

These two batteries of the corps artillery were joined shortly 
after by the 4th heavy and 4th light batteries, which had been 
fetched up at a trot from the column of route of the 40th infantry 
brigade, and now extended the line of guns on the high road as 
far as the wood on the right. The four batteries directed a con- 
centrated fire on the French Artillery, which had again unUm- 
^ered to the south of Bruville. 

Place 4^ L, X^ 4i H, X, i/n Ist position, nmih two squadrons 
4dh Cuirassiers a^ eseort 
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Scarcely were Major Korber's batteries free from the peril 3-4 
to which they were exposed by Grenier's guns than, they 
encountered a fresh and greater danger. The enemy endeavoured 
to advance in dense swarms of skirmishers from the central copse 
against the batteries and the southern copse. The position 
described as an angle became a straight line fronting north. 
The four batteries were joined by the 2nd horse artillery of the 
Xth Corps which came up after obtaining fresh supplies. 

Place 1 R. X. in Srd position, 1 H. X in 2nd positiom, 
2 R, X, in 5th position. 

Arrival of 20th Division. 

The advanced parties of the 20th Division had meanwhile 
arrived. 

Towards half-past 3 o'clock the two battalions of the 79th 
Regiment, which were advancing towards the north, had reached 
Tronville, and had formed company columns at open intervals 
to the south of that village. 

Form the battalions south of village. 

After a short consultation between the general commanding 
and the commander of the Division, they were at once moved 
off in the direction of the copses, from which detachments of 
the troops hitherto defending them were continually pouring. 

The 1st battalion passed by the west of Tronville, which was 
occupied by the 1st company ; the 2nd company remained in 
reserve on the high road, the other two occupying, for the pro- 
tection of the batteries upon it, the western edge of the smaller 
copse, which was as yet unapproached by the enemy. 

Move, 

The 2nd battalion keeping Tronville on its left, traversed with 
the 5th, 7th, and 8th companies the eastern part of the smaller 
copse, whilst the 6th company, which was on the right flank, 
advanced directly upon the south-east corner of the large copse. 

Move, 

The Ist and 2nd battalions 5Gth Regiment and fusilier batta- 
lion 79th Regiment are in the Bois de Gaumont mahimg 
for the north-west angle of the Bois de Vionville, 5 H, X, 
6 H, X. are in \st position near the wood. Head of Vlth 
Regiment is 1^ miles south of Tronville. Head of 92nd 
Regiment just issuing from Chambley, 

Arrival of Head of 19th Half-Division. 

At 3.30 p.m. General v. Schwartzkoppen, with the head of 
his Half Division, reached Suzemont. He had originally in- 
tended to move by way of Ville sur Yron against the flank 
of the enemy, whose position was guessed chiefly by the rising 
powder smoke. But more recent signs coupled with the reports 
which met him placed it beyond doubt that there was no longer 
time for such a circuitous movement, but that it was imperative 
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S-A to make as rapid a junction as possible with his own left wing 
in the direction of Tronville. In order to ensure the connexion 
with the other parts of the corps under all circumstances, the 
fusilier battalion of the 16th was pushed forward on the right to 
Mariaville farm,* the squadron of dragoons brought up from St. 
Hiliare was sent to the left towards the Etain road, as the clouds 
of dust to the northward led to the supposition that troops were 
marching along it. 

Place -^jj- at the farm and 2-g~d ^^ Etain road. 
Place ^y which is on way from Pont d Mousson, 2 viile^ 
south of Tronville towards Buodh^es. See note, p. 93. 

8-4 3 TO 4 P.M. 

GERMAN RIGHT. 
FRENCH MOVEMENTS. 

Move the troops as in the following paragraphs. 

The gradual arrival of the Prussian reinforcements coming up 
from the other side of the Moselle gave fresh impulse to the 
contest on the right wing, and as Marshal Bazaine, from the 
view with which he was credited, must have been especially- 
alive to this direction of attack, fresh troops were constantly 
brought up on the French side to the struggle at this point. 

The previous enterprises of the Prussians from the direction of 
Vionville had caused the 2nd brigade of Levassor Soi-val's 
Division to be pushed foi'ward south of the high road for the 
purpose of rejoining the 6th Corps to the west beyond Rezonville ; 
the marshal had still at his disposal very considerable forces 
for his front facing the south. 

The 'Division of Grenadiers of the Guard which had advanced 
into the line of battle in place of Frossard's Corps had occupied 
the height facing the Eois de St. Arnould (989) with two regi- 
ments, which — apparently about the time of the advance of the 
78th,t 4 p.m. — were reinforced by two regiments of the 1st brigade 
of Voltigeurs of the Guard. The 3rd Grenadiers of the Guard, 
in conjunction with Lapasset's brigade, held the height lying 
further eastward (970) on the Rezonville-Gorze road. 

The Artillery of the Guard and some of the ArtilUn^ of the 
Reserve are posted on the west of Rezonville and along 
the ridge 989 ; the 6th Corps artillery on Hdge noHh-west 
of Rezonville. 

Akrival of 16th Infantry Division. 

The Vlllth Army Corps moved off on the morning of the 
16th in the prescribed direction; the 16th infantry Division J 

♦ A mile south-west of Mars le Tours, 
t See p. 108. 

% 32nd infantry brigade, three squadrons of 9th Hussars, and three batteries of 
divisional artillery. 
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from Chesny past Fleury and Coin les Curvy to Arry, the 15 th 3-4 
from the neighbourhood of Liehon to MarieuUes. As the former 
Division was entering Arry about noon, the distant roar of 
artillery resounded to the north-westward. Away beyond Gorze 
could be distinctly seen signs of a vigorous action surging back- 
wards and forwards. It was known that the Ilird Army Corps 
was engaged in a hot and unequal struggle between Gorze and 
Rezonville, and was already said to be suffering from want of 
ammunition. A short time after repeated demands for support 
came in from the 5th infantry Division. General v. Barnekow 
reported to this effect to the general commanding the Vlllth 
Army Corps at Lorry ; he received instructions from that officer 
to comply with the request and to join in the action according 
to his own judgment. 

In spite of their great fatigue from the long marches which 
they had been making, the troops of the 16th infantry Division 
on arrival at Arry* moved off again as early as 1 o'clock, so as to 
comply with the call for speedy support from the 5th Division. 
They crossed the Moselle at Corny, and reached Gorze with 
their advanced parties at 3.30 p.m. 

Move, 

The 11th Regiment had joined this advance, as Colonel v. 
Schoning thought that the protection of the passage of the river 
at Corny, with which he had been entrusted, would be best 
secured by participating in the struggle ragiug in front. 

Renewed requests from the battle-field had previously induced 
General v. Barnekow, commanding the Division, to send forward 
his batteries, escorted by the three squadrons of hussars. 

Place these batteries with the escort coming on the field on the 
Gorze-Flavigny road. 

About 4 o'clock the general formed up his nine battalions to 
the south of the Bois de la Croix St. Marc, in order to gain from 
that point, through the Bois des Chevaux and the Bois des 
Ognons, the flank and perhaps even the rear of the enemy. 

Move, 

GERMAN DIRECTION. 

The first communication of the commencement of the battle 
reached the headquarters of the Ilnd Army at Pont a Mousson 



32nd infantry brigade 
(Col. V. Rex). 



♦ Order of march of 16th infantry Division, and 11th Regiment from Arry to 

Gorze : — 

2nd, 3rd, and 4th squadrons 9th Hussars. 

Fusilier battalion 72nd Regiment. 

5th light and 5th heavy batteries. 

1st and 2nd battalions 72nd Regiment. 

1st battalion 40th Regiment. 

6th heavy battery. 

2nd and 3rd battalions 40th Regiment. 
^ 11th Regiment (belonging to 18th Division). 
The other parts of the 16th Division (31st infantry brigade, 1st squadron of 
Hussars, 6th light battery, and a sapper company) were still on the return march from 
the neighbourhood of Diedenhofen. 
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3-4 about 10.30 a.m., fi-om the general commanding the Ilird Army- 
Corps. It, however, only reported the preparation for "an en- 
veloping attack on the French camps at Vionville and Rezon- 
ville, at the same time giving expression to the belief that the 
opposing forces were in the act of retiring northwards. 

Under these circumstances another Army Order was issued at 
noon, which, fiom the course which matters had heretofore taken, 
had for its general purport a forther advance to, and over, the 
Me use. Shortly after, however, additional instructions of a 
special nature were sent to the IXth Army Corps, to carry out 
at once, as far as possible, the movements prescribed in that 
order for the next day, so that it might be in a position to 
protect the right flank of the Ilird Army Corps in its advance 
noi*thward. 

But when it became known at 2 p.m. from a communication of 
General v. Kraatz that this corps was hotly engaged, and that 
the 20th Division had already advanced to its support, Prince 
Frederic Charles proceeded with his staff to the battle-field. 
Traversing the 14 miles and upwards of road at a rapid pace, 
the Prince reached the scene of action of the 5th infantry Divi- 
sion about 4 o'clock. Loud were the cheers of the troops at 
the appearance of the chief who for ten years had commanded 
the Ilird Army Corps, and had already led it to victory in 
former campaigns. 

The Prussian troops on the Rezonville plateau were still 
holding very much the same positions between Vionville and 
the Bois de St. Amould which they had carried at noon, and 
had since occupied with a strong force of artillery. Opposed to 
them were the French on the gently sloping heighte round 
Rezonville. Both positions, being defended by an infantry 
equipped with breech-loaders, were so strong that any direct 
attacks would in all probability fail. For very circuitous 
turning movements, however, the- Prussians were deficient of 
the necessary forces, wliilst the French commander-in-chief, as 
already mentioned, considered it his main object to secure his 
communications with Metz from flanking movements up the 
valley of the Moselle, and probably for this reason refrained 
from employing his numerous reserves for a decisive attack upon 
the left flank of the Prussians. 

Prince Frederic Charles surveyed the battle-field from the 
north-west angle of the Bois de Vionville, and at once recog- 
nised that on the eastern part all that was requisite was to 
maintain firmly the positions already in our hands. On the 
other hand, with the left wing, where the arrival of the Xth 
Army Corps was imminent, it was his intention to take the 
offensive. The Prince expressed himself to this effect to the 
commanders there present, who made their arrangements ac- 
cordingly. Under such circumstances the principal r&le in the 
engagement on the Prussian right flank would devolve upon 
the artillery. 
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Beinfokcement of German Artillery. 

Seven more batteries had come up by degrees from various 
sides into the long liae of gans in action between Flavigny and 
the Bois de Vionville, which were in two main groups under 
Colonel V. Ureaky and Major Gallus respectively, but in conse- 
quence of the much required replenishing of the ammunition 
showed many gaps." The four batteries which had left the 
column of route of the 20th Division had arrived from the 
west; the two whicli first came up under Major Krause had 
ranged themselves among Colonel v. Dresky'a horse artillery, the 
other two under Major Cotta had unlimbered on the left of 
the artillery of the 5th infantiy Division, the commander of 
which. Major Callus, had been mortally wounded a short time 
previously. 

The three batteries of the 16th infantry Division advancing 
over the Moselle are likewise coming into action in this part 
of the field as will subsequently be described. 

Character of Artillery and Infantry Action on 
Rezontxlle Plateau. 

Genei'al v, Biilow, from the centre of the line of battle, super- 
intended the co-operation of the batteries on tlie front facing 
the Roman road and Bezonville, purposing at all risks to prevent 
the enemy's breaking through. 

* Tbe line of guns on the Prussian light wing ; — 




Ist and 3Dd light. Bois us 

1st & 8nd beuvy of Ilird Corpg, Viontii.l 
Ist light of Xtii Corpa. | 



IhheaTjofvnitliCt 
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3-4 The line of guns of the Prussian right wing, reinforced in the 

manner just described, continued to maintain a steady but mode- 
rate fire at the enemy's artillery, which also returned the can- 
nonade from their positions north of the high road. 

The character of the firing was marked generally by the cir- 
cumstance that the Prussian batteries hardly ever changed their 
positions, and their mark only under special circumstances ; the 
French artillery, on the other hand, were in constant move- 
ment. On their side fresh batteries were unceasingly appearing 
first here, then there, but only to disappear as promptly as they 
came, and to leave to others at other points the continuance of 
the struggle. It was open to assumption that the superior 
accuracy of the Prussians rendered this manoeuvring necessary, 
and that the proximity of the large French artillery reserve 
provided them with the necessary means. 

The great strength of the French forces collected at Rezon- 
uUle, however, enabled them at the same time to caiTy out with 
their infantry the same system of reliefs pursued with regard 
to the artillery. This led to an unceasing flow of fresh troops 
into the French skirmishing lines, which were encouraged 
thereby to make attacks in greater or less force, They were 
but seldom made good to within range of the needle gun, but 
on the contrary, failed even against the combined action of the 
Prussian artillery ; at the same time the result was that the 
Prussian infantry, which advanced to meet them, became involved 
in isolated enterprises, which were not altogether in unison with 
the general instruction for their conduct, to which allusion was 
previously made, and proved utterly futile against the enemy's 
strong positions. This was particularly the case with the rein- 
forcements arriving gradually on the right wing, which with 
warlike rivalry seized every opportunity to emulate the thinned 
battalions of Brandenburg in their self-devotion. 

Attacks by Ltncker's Demi-Brigade and other Infantry. 

The two battalions of the 78th (East Friesland) Regiment, 
which had arrived on the battle-field behind the 5th infantry 
Division, had hitherto shared, to a slight extent, in the capture 
of the Bois de Vionville, but for the most part had been employed 
in escorting the Division artillery. When towards 4 o'clock the 
1st battalion 8th Body Guard Regiment, which had come up 
fi'om the Moselle valley, was appointed to this duty. Colonel v. 
Lyncker thought that he ought to take advantage of an appa- 
rently favourable moment for an attack on the height (989) 
south of Rezonville. 

Place the B. 0. battalion close to Ist position of L L. III. 

He therefore moved ofi* with his fusiliers from the left, with 
the other half battalion of the regiment from the right wing of 
the artillery, but was only able to advance a few hundred 
yards. The colonel, Majors v. Preuss and v. Wins, and all 
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the company leaders, were wounded in this gallant but fi'uitless 3-4 
attempt. 

Move^ placing the right on tJte north-west a/ngle of the Bois de 
Vionville, 

On the. left of the East Friesians, General v. Schwerin had 
prepared a similar advance. At that point Lieut. -Colonel v. 
Kalinowski led forward the two grenadier battalions of the 12th 
Regiment * to the attack, which was joined by the two batteries 
of the 1 6th infantry Division. The adversary's vigorous fire 
likewise nipped this enterprise in the bud; they succeeded, 
however, in pushing forward their line of skirmishers into the 
valley lying at the foot of the height now attacked (989), and 
in taking up a position therein. 

Move these troops 500 paces east of Flavigny-Gorze road on 
both sides of Buxii,res-Rezonville road ; they remain here 
till 6.30. 

Place 5 L. VIIL, 5 H. VIIL, 6. H. VIII. in 1st position. 

4 TO 5. 4^ 

GERMAN LEFT. 
Re-occupation of Tronville Copses by 20th Division. 

The 5th, 7th, and 8th companies of the 2nd battalion 79th 
Regiment, in crossing the open space between the smaller and the 
larger wood, came under musketry fire from the flanking north- 
west projection of the great copse ; they, however, forced their 
way as far as the clearing, on the nearest edge of which they 
took up a firm position. The 6th company had found the south- 
east corner of the wood free from the enemy. In its further 
advance it came under a heavy fire ; still it succeeded in reach- 
ing the north-east part of the wood on the further side of the 
clearing. 

Move, retiring French as Germans advance. 

The positions in question were, in general, firmly held by tlje 
battalion. The enemy's skirmishers upon the heights at the 
Roman road directed their fire against the Tronville copses, 
without, however, causing any very serious loss. Later on the 
6th company endeavoured to press forward along the north- 
eastern plateau ; a withering fire, however, in front and on his 
left flank compelled Captain v. Schonfeldt to retire into the 
wood, after having maintained, with the assistance of parts of 
the 7th and 8th companies, the open hill-slope in front for a 
considerable time. 

Whilst the 2nd battalion 79th Regiment, in the manner thus 
described, captured the eastern side of the Tronville copses, and 
showed front towards the Roman road, further progress was 
made in the other parts of the wood. Into the comer of the 

♦ The 1st battalion, which was originally left behind to guard the bridge over the 
Moselle at Corny, had mei^nwhile followed and reached the battle-field towards 
2 p.m. 
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4-5 smaller copse, already occupied by three companies,* followed, on 
the arrival of the 40th brigade, the 2nd company 79th Regiment 
from the high road, and about 5 o'clock this company pressed 
forward towards the north-west projection of the large copse. 
The adversary did not await the attack, but, on the contrary, 
withdrew completely from that comer of the wood, followed Ky 
the company which pressed on towards tbe northern edge, and 
there continued to skirmish with superior forces of the enemy's 
infantry until nightfalL 

Move. 

Meanwhile, towards half-past 4 o'clock, the 40th brigade had 
formed up at Tronville. 

Move. 

As the two battalions of the 79th Regiment had separated to 
the right and left in their advance through the copses, (Jeneral 
V. Kraatz ordered the 17th Regiment, which formed the first 
line of the 40th brigade, to follow into the wood and fiU the 
gap in the middle of the foremost line of battle. Each battalion 
formed its flank companies in first line ; the other six companies 
followed in line of half-battaUons at deploying intervals. 

Move. 

After the regiment had passed beyond the east side of Tronville 
in this formation, it entered the large copse under the enemy's 
shell fire, gained tbe near edge of the clearings and lengthened 
the left wing of the 79th, which had penetrated into the copse.t 

Move. 

The three battalions still available of the 40th brigade^ were 
posted by General v. Kraatz in a position of readiness between 
the high road and the southern copse, where they were joined at 
5 o'clock by the fusilier battalion of the 56th, just arrived firom 
Pont a Mousson. Fresh forces were therefore once more available 
to repel any renewed attack. 

Move. 

As soon as the 20th Division was es-tablished in tbe copses the 
batteries at Vionville under Major Korber again moved forward 
across the high road to the west of Vionville. 

A tremendous fire was immediately opened on them by the 
numerous French batteries on the old Roman road, to which they 
responded, the range being between 3,000 and 3,500 paces. It 
was impossible to support the fire, as the hostile artillery^ besides 
being more numerous, was under cover, and had got the range of 
the embankment of the high road. After sastaining heavy losses 



* 1st, 3rd, and 4th. The Isi mtut be moved herefrom TromvUU. 
t oth, 7th, and &di companies. 

X The 1st and Fusilier hattalions of the 92nd, 10th Rifle hatfiiiaB ; die ksl named 
had also adyanced into the copses in the fint mstanee, but had been J^nn witfadnvn. 
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the German batteries were obliged to withdraw behind the 4-5 
embankment, where they resumed firing. 

Place batteries. 

The batteries of the 40th brigade had likewise followed the 
advance of the infantry on the west of the copses, and had taken 
up a forward position about 600 paces beyond the high road. 

Place 4 L. X, 4 H. X. in 2nd position. 

The French Divisions, which had been engaged in the pre- 
viously described attack on the copses, had reverted to nearly 
their original circumstances. From their positions, on the Roman 
road,* and on the heights between it and the road from Bruville 
to Mars la Tour,t they threw slirapnel and common shell into 
the wood. The valley lying in front of its northern edge sepa- 
rated the combatant detachments of infantry. 

EXPLANATION OF FRENCH MOVEMENTS. 

Owing to the opportune arrival of the 20th infantry Division 
on the left flank of the Ilird Army Corps, and the occupation of 
the Tronville copses, the original position of aflairs at that point 
had been re-established. This rapid change, the retreat of a far 
superior force of the enemy in front of a few fresh battalions, can 
only be perhaps explained by the simultaneous co-operation of 
other causes. 

The vigorous attacks of the Prussians from the direction of 
Vionville had caused Marshal Bazaine to reinforce the 6th Corps 
west of Rezonville in the manner already alluded to ;{ his chief 
solicitude was, however, still directed to his own left wing, and 
he consequently remained there in person, in order to be able to 
meet in good time any turning movement of the German forces 
in the woods on the left bank of the Moselle. Less apprehen^sive 
about the right wing of the army, he had about 5 o'clock merely 
sent orders to Marshal Leboeuf to maintain (" de maintenir for- 
tement ") his position in conjunction with the 6th Corps. This 
order, and perhaps also a certain anxiety on the part of Marshal 
Leboeuf for his own right flank, caused by the intelligence of the 
advance of German troops by way of Hannonville upon Ville sur 
Yron, may have induced him, in face of the advance of the 20th 
Division, to suspend once more the attack now in progress upon 
Tronville. 

Advance of 19th Half Division. 

The remaining four battalions, and two batteries of the 19th 
Half Division (2 H. X., 2 L. X.), after having formed in order of 

* Tixier's Division of the 5th Corps. 

I In this space had been previously standing Nayral's and Aymard's Divisions of 
the 3rd, Grenier's of the 4th Corps. Nayral's Division had been meanwhile called 
away by Marshal Bazaine for employment elsewhere. Place this Division between St. 
Marcel and VUlers aux Bois moving soutk-east. 

t See p. 91. 
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4-5 battle at Suzemont continued their march to Tronville at 4 
o clock.^ 

Place these troops as in note, south of high road on western 
edge of map. 

From the heights in that direction General v. Voigts-Rhetz had 
at half-past 3 o'clock sent fresh orders to General v. Schwartz- 
koppen, in which the latter was informed of the unfavourable 
state of affairs at the Tronville copses, as also of the presence of a 
German cavalry Division on his own left flank, and was requested 
to attack the enemy's right wing. This was the critical juncture 
already described, when, after the loss of the northern copse, and 
shortly before the arrival of the 20th Division, the advance of 
the enemy from the copses, and over the high road was momen- 
tarily expected. The previous direction of the march on Tronville 
was therefore maintained. But by the time the 38th brigade 
in the neighbourhood south-west of Mars la Tour was approach- 
ing the position of the Dragoons of the Guard, the situation had 
become more favourable. The enemy had not crossed the high 
road, on the contrary Prussian batteries had passed over it. The 
battalion columns of the 20th Division were already distinctly 
seen advancing towards the Tronville copses, the re-occupation of 
which was just then reported. 

It therefore appeared advisable to take immediate advantage 
of the change of affairs, and to give a decisive impetus to the 
frontal attack of the 20th Division by delivering a flank attack 
in a north-easterly direction. As, however, we were in ignorance 
of the real extent of the French right wing, and of the constant 
arrival of fresh forces in its rear, we could only hope that such 
a movement would outflank that wing of the enemy in the most 
effective way. 

With this object General v. Schwartzkoppen resolved to ad- 
vance with all his forces to the attack of the Bruville heights, 
during which the right wing was to direct its march upon the 
north-west angle of the Tronville copses. The brigade of Dragoons 
of the Guard received instructions to advance westward past 
Mars la Tour to Ville sur Yron, with the purpose, in conjunction 
with the cavalry Division supposed to be there, of supporting 
the decisive blow against the right wing. General Count Bran- 
denburg was in the act of carrying out this order when he was 
entrusted by the General commanding the Xth Corps with the 

* Formation of the 38th Brigade (Wedell) in the advance from Suzemont : — 

57th Regiment. 
Col. V. Cranach. 
Fusilier. 1st. 



2nd heavy battery. 2nd light battery. 

•I- -I- 

16th Regiment. 

Col. V. Brixen. 

Ist. Ilnd. 



The Ilnd battalion, 57th Regiment, at St. Hilaire; fusilier battalion 16th Regi- 
ment, at Mariaville farm. 
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duty of protecting the batteries in action on the high road. He 4-5 
accordingly took up a position to the south-east of Mars la Tour 
with the 1st Dragoons of the Guard, whilst the 4th squadron of 
the 2nd Dragoons of the Guard, and the battery of horse artil- 
lery, in pursuance of the original order, turned along the Jamy 
road. 

Move cavalry, and place 1 B, 0. with escort^ a few hundred 
paces along the road. 

Meanwhile the 38th brigade had continued its movement, and 
as the advanced parties of the dragoons had reported that Mars 
la Tour was occupied by the enemy, the musketeer battalions 
of the 16th Kegiment wheeled to the left in the direction of the 
village. 

It was, however, soon apparent that only a few Chasseurs 
d'Afrique had ridden into the place, and on the approach of the 
dragoons had again beaten a hasty retreat. 

The 16th were now moving forward in the hollow which leads 
up from the south-west to Mars la Tour, whilst the 57th Regiment 
with the batteries went round by the south of the place. The 
fusilier battalion 16th Regiment, brought up from Mariaville 
farm, followed in the latter direction, and joined the right flank 
of its regiment at the east side of the village. 

As soon as the heads of this regiment had passed through 
Mars la Tour, and had gained the opposite edge of the village, 
the latter was so overwhelmed with shell from the heights lying 
to the north-east that in a few minutes it was on fire in several 
places. 

Lieut-Colonel Schaumann now took up a position with the 
two batteries of the brigade to the north of the village, and 
responded to the enemy's fire in conjunction with the batteries 
of Colonel v. d. Goltz,* which were already hotly engaged on his 
right. 

Place 2 L, X, 2 H, X, in \st position. 

The infantry was shelled at 1,500 paces and retired, after 
which the guns were turned on the artillery and mitrailleurs 
at 2,000 paces, apparently with equally good results. 

Meanwhile General v. Schwartzkoppen, in accordance with 
his resolution previously referred to, issued orders for the attack, 
which 'overtook the left wing of the 38th brigade just as it 
gained the northern edge of the village. The brigade now de- 
ploj^ed in a broad arc to the north-east of Mars la Tour, the . 
battalions in one continuous line, each with two companies in 
first line. 

Place the brigade as in the note on next page. 

* Reckoning from the left flank, there were now between Mars la Tour and the 
Tronville copses, the following six batteries of the Xlh Army Corps in action : 2nd 
heavy and 2nd light batteries of the 19 th Division, .5th and 6th light of the corps 
artillery, 4th heavy and 4th light batteries of the 20th Division. 

38475. H 
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The right wing, on which were the two pioneer companies, 
remained slightly withdrawn, as a natural consequence of the 
direction of its march. With the two companies on the extreme 
left wing, which extended as far as the road to GreySre farm, it 
was intended to completely outflank the adversary.* 

The Corps commander. General v. Voigts-Rhetz, meeting 
General v. Schwartzkoppen shortly after 5 o'clock to the east of 
Mars la Tour, confirmed his dispositions. 

The 5th and 6th light batteries of the Xth Corps under 
Colonel V. Goltz, notwithstanding heavy losses, reached the ridge 
north of the high road, directing their fire on columns of French 
infantry and artillery, at a range of from 1,000 to 1,200 paces, 
with good success. 

PloAie 5 i. X, 6 L. X, in Srd position. 

The 2nd heavy battery succeeded in reaching the same ridge, 
and took up a position somewhat to the west of the corps, 
artillery and close to the road to Bruville. 

Place 2 jff. X. in 2nd position. 



* Order of attack of the 38th Brigade north-east of Mars la Tonr. 
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Position taken up by Xth Army Corps. 

The front taken up hy the Xth Army Corps at 6 o'clock 
formed therefore an angle, facing north, with the former line of 
battle. Whilst the 38th brigade on the extreme left wing at 
Mars la Tour was preparing for the attack of the Bruville 
heights, five battalions of the 20th Division occupied the Tron- 
ville copses; four others were in reserve behind, while the 
remnant of the 37th demi-brigade had assembled fiirther to the 
rear at Tronville. Six batteries of the corps were in position on 
the north side of the high road between the copses and Mars 
la Tour. Large bodies of cavalry were held in readiness near 
Tronville, at which place Barby's brigade and the 13th and 16th 
Dragoons* had collected when an attack on that village appeared 
imminent. The 10th Hussars,t were to the north of Puxieux. 
Still further in front, in immediate support of the batteries, were 
two squadrons of the 4th Cuirassiers at the south-west angle of 
the copses, and the 1st Dragoons of the Guard south-east of 
Mars la Tour. Of the 2nd Dragoons of the Guard, the 5th 
squadron was making incursions towards the Etain road ; the 
4th and the horse artillery battery of the Guard were accom- 
panying the advance of the 38th brigade on the left flank. The 
remainder of the corps and the cavalry attached to it had come 
into action on the eastern part of the field of battle where the 
Ilird Army Corps was posted. 

Place the cavalry t- 

French Position. 

Opposite the actual front of the Xth Army Corps were the 
French troops which had assembled since midday on the Bruville 
plateau and were occupying the ground, approximately, between 
the Eoman road and the road from Bruville to Mars la Tour. 
From the former place the fire was maintained upon the Tron- 
ville copses by Tixier's Division of the 6th Corps. This Division 
was in connexion with the troops still present belonging to the 
3rd Corps on the heights south-west of St. Marcel, while further 
to the west were the Divisions of the 4th Corps advancing 
by way of Bruville. The right flank of the entire position was 



* The latter, it will be remembered, belonged to the 20th infismtry Division. 

t The 10th Hussars of Redern's brigade had halted hitherto at the Tronville copses, 
but in consequence of the withdrawal of the Prussian infantry from that place, had 
gone into the position mentioned. 

X The 11th and 17th Hussars are on the west side of the Vionville-Gorze road with 
the right on Flavigny bottom ; in rear of them and south of Cemetery hill are first the 
16th Lancers, then the 7th Cuirassiers ; at the bend of the ravine to the south is the 
15th cavalry brigade ; the 14th cavalry brigade is just east of the first position 
taken up by 2 R. III. ; the 12th Dragoons are on the right of 14th brigade ; 1 J 
squadrons of the 9th Dragoons are wiSi K6rber*s batteries, the rest of the regiment 
is in rear of the 1 5th brigade; the 5th squadron 2nd Guard Dragoons is west of 
Ville sur Yron ; the 2nd Dragoons are south of Tronville copse on the south side of 
the main road. 

H 2 
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3-4 covered by the masses of cavalry assembled to the north of 
GreySre farm.* 

Place Srd and Uh French Coi^s. 

The left of AymardJa Division rests on the wood, the right on 
the head of the ravine ; its artillery in the centre of the 
Division. Greniers Division continue along the ridge 
846 as far as the BinivUle-Mars la Tour road, the ariiUery 
in the centre. Cisseys Division is on the right rear^ with 
the artillery pushed forward. Legrand^s cavalry Divi- 
sion and de France's cavalry brigade are on the right 
flanky on east side of Mon/id ravine, Clererribavlfs 
cavah^ Division is at north-east angle of BruviUe. 2nd 
Chasseurs d'Afrique on south edge of Bois de Ch^eyhre. 
Wth Dragoons at south side of BruvUle. Some of the 
Srd Corps AHillery were south of the Roman road in 
front of Tixier^s Division. 

^■^ 4 to 5. 

GERMAN RIGHT. 
Attack by Troops of 39th Brigade. 

In rear of this part of the Prussian line of battle appeared 
about half-past 4 o'clock Colonel v. Block with the three batta- 
lions which General v. Kraatz had despatched from the vicinity 
of Chambley to the support of the 5th infantry Division. After 
traversing the Bois de Gaumont with no httle trouble and 
ascending the slopes in front, they deployed, the 56th on the 
left and 79th on the right, and with advanced companies and 
lines of skirmishers took the general direction of the north-west 
comer of the Bois de Vionvillcf In this formation they passed 
beyond the artillery line, taking a direction between the two 
main groups, and then advanced towards the height south of 
Rezonville (989). A vigorous fire from the high road very 
speedily compelled the left wing of the 56th to throw back its 
flank in that direction, thus forming an angle with the 10th 
brigade. The right wing, suffering considerable losses, took up 
a position on the slope of that height, and maintained itself 
there for a long time under a continuous fire, and in spite of 
the isolated attacks of the enemy. Both battalion commanders 
of the 56th Regiment, Majors v. Ziehlberg and v. Hennings, 
were killed in this advance. 

Move. 

Although these enterprises led to no decisive result, yet the 
general position of the engagement on the eastern part of the 
battle-field was in nowise unfavourable towards the close of the 
fifth hour of the afternoon. 



* This will be described in detail subsequently. 

t Thei/ pass between the I2th Regiment and the troops of Lyncker*s detachment. 
On the plan 5 JB., official account, they are by a misprint marked 37 tk demi-brigade 
instead of 39th demi-brigade. 



117 

General Barnekow, at the special desire, however, of General 4-5 
V. Stiilpnagel, had abstained from the circuitous movement he 
contemplated,* and only pushed forward the 2nd battalion of the 
72nd into the woods to cover the right flank. The remaining 
five battalions of the 32nd brigade, retaining their order of 
march, advanced through Gorse to Cote Mousa, and from thence 
through the Bois de St. Arnould; the 11th Regiment followed 
in the same direction. 

The 72nd Regiment reached the northern border of the last- 
named wood towards 5 o'clock. They there found the two 
battalions of the Bodyguard Regiment, the leaders of which, 
Lieut-Colonel v. L'Estocq, Majors v. Seydlits, v. Verschuer, and 
V. SchlegeU, had aU been wounded, whilst the men were run- 
ning short of ammunition after more than six hours' fighting. 

Move. 

General v. Stiilpnagel guaranteed the commander-in-chief 
that the 5th infantry Division would maintain its position to 
the last. Under these circumstances Prince Frederic Charles 
betook himself soon after 5 o'clock to the heights south-west of 
Flavigny, which permitted the best view. From that place he 
was able to follow the course of the action on the left wing as 
well, and send the necessary orders in any direction. 

The state of affairs in the centre of the general line of battle 
had undergone hardly any change during the afternoon. General 
V. Buddenbrock, according to the assurance he had given to the 
general commanding the Ilird Army Corps, still continued ta 
maintain the positions at Vionville with the 6th infantry Divi- 
sion. Parts of the Division held the heights north-east of the 
village, which they had mounted during the great cavalry charge 
at that point ; other detachments had come up nearer to the guns 
which were in action north-west of Vionville against the Roman 
road. The nearest to the new position of the commander-in- 
chief was the 64th Regiment, further to the west towards Tron- 
yille were the remains of the 24th Regiment and of the 2nd 
battalion of the 20th ; they formed the connexion with the Xth 
Army Corps. 

SaalmuUer's batterj'- having made good its losses came again 
into action. 

Place 3 jR. X in 7th position. 

The visibly increasing state of exhaustion in the struggle on 
both sides in the centre of the line of battle, hardly permitted 
our expecting any further enterprises on a large scale in that 
direction ; the occupation of the most essential points of support 
between the Ilird and Xth Army Corps might be considered 
sufficiently ensured. From the Prince's position the impression 
was gained that there was a deficiency of infantry in the centre 
of the French line of battle ; because along and to the north of 
the Roman road a long line of guns formed apparently the sole 
connexion between the two wings. But shortly after 5 o'clock 

* See p. 109. 
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"^^ vigorous firing waa audible from the direction of Mars la Tour, 
betokening evidently the expected attack of the 19th Division. 
In view of this state of aflairs the Prince sent orders to General 
V. Kraatz that he might send forward some battalions in line, 
with drums beating, over the high road to the attack. But in 
consequence of the situation of Qie battle, which had meanwhile 
supervened on the left wing, this order could not be canied into 
effect for the present. 

^ 5 TO 6, 

GERMAN LEFT. 

Attack and Repulse of 38tb Infantry Brigade. 

On the extreme left wing the 38th infimtry brigade had mean- 
while, immediately after it« concentration at Mars la Tour, 
advanced in the stated formation to the attack, supported on the 
left by the 2nd heavy battery. 

Under a vigorous fire of shell and shrapnel, but without suffer- 
ing any great loss tlierefrom, the brigade ascended the nearest 
ridge. In passing over the bare hiU side, which falls at first 
with a gentle slope towards the oft-mentioned valley in front of 
the French position, the troops were received with a murderous 
musketry and mitrailleuse fire. 

With regardless energy, however, the Westphalian regiments 
press onward ; the second line moves up to the skirmishing line 
in order to fill the vacancies in the rapidly thinned ranks ; only 
weak detachments are left in close order behind the front. 

Move. 

Alternately making rushes of 100 to 150 paces, and lying 
down, the companies hastily descend the hill side. Here comes 
unexpectedly to view in their front a steep ravine, in places hard 
on 50 feet in depth, like the ditch in front of a strongly occupied 
entrenchment ; but even this obstacle does not stop their advance. 
Scaling the opposite slope, all five battalions rise quickly to 
view within 150, 100, yea even within 30 paces from the French 
line. 

Move. 

A withering file-fire is now poured in from both sides. The 
difference between needle gun and chassep6t ceases at this range 
and every ball hits its mark. But the adversary's superior force 
is too overwhelming ; for Cissey's Division has come up at the 
double on the right wing of Grenier's Division, and throws itself 
at once upon the already shattered Prussian brigade. 

For a few brief minutes only rages the struggle on the hill ; 
the retreat has to be sounded, first by the 16th Regiment. The 
remains of the brave battalions fall back into the valley beneath, 
and the fire of the adversary advancing to the crest increases the 
losses almost to annihilation. 

Move, 
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Colonel V. Brixen commanding the 16th Kegiment is killed by 
a ball in the head ; Major v. Kalinowski is sitruck down badly 
wounded ; Lieut.-Colonel v. Roell of the 57th Regiment i^ killed ; 
General v. Wedell also sustains a slight contusion. The com- 
manders have had their horses shot under them, most of the 
officers are already either killed or wounded, and Colonel v. 
Cranach, the only officer still mounted, bearing the colour of the 
1st battalion in his hand, leads the remnant of the brigade back 
to the high road. After an uninterrupted march of more than 
27 miles, and the subsequent hot engagement, the strength of 
many now failed. Upwards of 300 men are no longer capable 
of ascending the rear slope of the steep ravine and fall into the 
enemy's hands. 

Move. 

Out of 95 officers and 4,500 men, 68 officers and 2,600 men, 
including the men taken prisoners, were sacrificed in this attack. 

The two pioneer companies on the extreme right wing which 
have gained the north-west comer of the Tronville copses and 
taken up a firm position therein, endeavour by their flanking fire 
to stop the French advance, but the adversary has already crossed 
the ravine, and every moment may see the charge of the masses 
of horsemen now moving up rapidlj'^ in rear of his right wing. 

Move Pioneers and French infantry. 

General v. Voigts-Rhetz orders the retreat of the remains of 
the 38th brigade upon Tronville ; Generals Count Brandenburg 
and V. Rheinbaben, on the other hand, receive, towards 6 p.m. 
the order for an advance at all hazards. 

Cavalry Charge to cover Retreat of 38th Brigade. 

For the second time on this memorable day the Prussian 
cavalry steps in readily to the rescue of the endangered sister 
arm. 

The 1st Dragoons of the Guard, which were the nearest at 
hand to the south-east of Mars la Tour, trot forward at once 
across the high road in division-columns in order to gain the 
right flank of the French infantry. The country to the north- 
east of the village, difficult to cross on account of the hedges and 
the enemy's fire, delays the advance and renders deployment 
difficult. With three squadrons in line — the fourth being held 
in reserve at Mars la Tour — Colonel v. Auerswald dashes at the 
advancing foe ; the brigade commander accompanies the charge. 
On the right of the Dragoons, south of the St. Marcel road. 
Major V. Kuylenstjerna leads forward the two squadrons of the 
4th Cukassiers left there as escort to the batteries, but on 
account of the violent niitrailleuse and chassep6t fire was unable 
to deliver home his attack. 

The charge of the dragoons falls chiefly on the 13th Regiment 
of the Line belonging to Grenier's Division,* which much broken 

* The 13th Regiment advanced opposite the centre of the 38th brigfide. — L. A. H. 
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6^ and ridden down gathers around its eagle. The 57th are released 
from their perilous position, and all those hostile detachments 
which have crossed the eastern part of the ravine again retire 
over it. 

Move. 

But when the Dragoons of the Guard rally in rear of the 
Prussian artillery, after their brief but gallant charge, nearly all 
their leaders are found to be missing. Major v. Kleist, Captains 
Count Westarp, Prince Reuss, and Count Wesdehlen are killed, 
7 other officers, 125 men, and 250 horses placed Iiors de comhat ; 
and the mortally wounded commander, with a cheer for the king, 
places the command of the regiment in the hands of Captain the 
Prince of HohenzoUern. 

Move aifid rally infantry and cavalry south of high road. 

Conduct of Artillery. 

The 2nd heavy battery, under Captain Lancelle, had followed 
the 16th Regiment to the fatal ravine, and had held its position 
there to the last. After being obliged to keep at bay with 
canister the French infantry pressing on to close range, it now 
effected its junction with the line of guns at Mars la Tour. 

The Prussian batteries made a gallant stand to cover the 
retreat of the infantry, although the enemy's skirmishers ap- 
proached to within 400 paces, and it was after suffering great 
losses and with great difficulty that they were withdrawn. 
5 L. X. did not retire till the rear of the retreating infantry had 
come up to it. It owed its escape greatly to the just described 
charge of the Dragoons of the Guard. 

Place 2 L, X. in 2nd position ; 2 H. X, in ^rd position ; 
5 L. X, G L. X. in 4ith position ; 4 L, X, 4 H, X. in Srd 
position. 

On the extreme right wing Major v. Medem was rallying the 
fusiliers of the 57th on the high road ; on the extreme left Major 
V. Klitzing was leading back the 5th company 16th Regiment in 
the long valley parallel to the high road from Jarny to Mars la 
Tour, during which he found an opportunity for taking part 
with his fire in the cavalry engagement just commencing on the 
broad plateau of Ville sur Yron. 

Move, keeping -^ in the valley and rallying the SSth brigade 
at Tronville. 

Cavalry Skirmish on Left of 38th Brigadk 

Almost simultaneously with the attack of the 38th brigade, 
and in support of its left flank, the Ist horse artillery battery of 
the Guard and the 4th squadron 2nd Dragoons of the Guard had 
advanced at first along the Jarny road to the nearest command- 
ing height (788). 

. Place 1 Ji, G. in 2nd position. 
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After cannonading the bands of horse which appeared to the 5-6 
north of GreySre farm, the battery advanced to the point where 
the road fix)m Ville sur Yron to Grey^re farm meets the high 
road. Captain v. Planitz, by wheeling to the right, turned his 
battery towards the country north of that homestead. 

Place 1 H 0. in Srd position. 

He was just directing his fire upon the enemy's infantry press- 
ing towards him across the ravine, when he found himself 
attacked on the left flank almost at the same moment by the 2nd 
Chasseurs d'Afrique coming from the north. 

Move. 

This movement had, however, not escaped the Dragoons of the 
Guard. Captain v. Hindenburg dashed towards the threefold 
superior enemy, and purchased with his own life the salvation of 
the battery, which reached Mars la Tour unharmed. 

Move. 

The squadron in its turn was opportunely supported. Their 

r^mental commander, Colonel Count Finckenstein, had ridden 

to meet the 5th cavalry Division, and had first fetched up the 
13th Dragoons in support. 

Move. 

This regiment, with Colonels Count Finckenstein and v. 
Brauchitsch leading, threw itself with all its force into the 
thickest of the fight now edging off" to Mars la Tour. The 
French Chasseurs took to flight, during which they were fired 
at from the valley by the 16th, and followed by the Prussian 
cavalry abreast of Ville sur Yron. 

But the latter was now compelled to sound the assembly, as 
considerable bodies of hostile horsemen came into ^new. How 
the Chasseiu's came in this part of the field will now be ex- 
plained. 

Move, placing right of l^th Dragoons on J amy Road, near 
3rd! position of 1 R, 0, ; the Chasseurs south of Bois de 
Chreylre, 

FRENCH CAVALRY MOVEMENTS. 

General Ladmirault had taken the requisite steps for secui'ing 
his threatened right wing by collecting a numerous body of horse 
in rear of it. There were at his disposal his own cavalry Divi- 
sion, under Legrand, and those parts of du Barail's 1st Reserve 
cavalry Division which were in the vicinity. The former had 
assigned the llth Dragoons to the infantry, and of the four 
chasseur regiments of du Barail's Division only the 2nd was 
present, as Margueritte's brigade had marched away with the 
Emperor in the morning, and the 4th Regiment had not as yet 
reached Metz. On the other hand, de France's cavahy brigade of 
the Guard, which had accompanied the Emperor from Gravelotte 
to Doncourt, remained in that neighbourhood, and at an earlier 
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S^ period of the day had skirmished with the Prussian Dragoons of 
the Guard near Ville sur Yron. To these immediately available 
six regiments* we must next add the greater part of Cl&'em- 
bault's cavalry Division, which Marshal Lebceuf had set in 
movement to Bruville in support of the 4th Corps, retaining at 
his own disposal only Juniac's brigade of dragoons. 

At the time of the attack by the .S8th brigade on the Bruville 
heights, those first-mentioned six regiments of cavalry had taken 
up a position between Grey^re farm and Bruville on the east 
side of the long valley. 

Move, 

But as General Ladmirault was desirous of thoroughly securing 
his right flank, which appeared to him more and more in danger, 
he had in consequence ordered his cavalry generals to descend to 
the open plain of Ville sur Yron and there deliver a decisive 
blow. In pursuance therewith the Chasseurs d'Afrique of du 
Barail's Division first traversed the valley and while they exe- 
cuted the previously described attack on the battery of the 
Prussian Guard, the three regiments of Legrand's Division, and 
on their right de France's brigade of the Guard, moved simul- 
taneously to the west side of this valley. They afterwards 
wheeled to the left into several lines, front towards the south, 
and so formed that the foremost was always overlapped by the 
one following immediately in rear of it. Montaigu's hussar 
brigade, which was deployed nearest to the Jamy road, formed 
the left wing, and at the same time the first line.f 

Move, correcting by sketch. 

GERMAN CAVALRY MOVEMENTS. 

On the Prussian side, the whole of the cavalry assembled 
between Tronvilleand Puxieux had moved forward.^ The 13th 
Dragoons had gone round to the left of Mars la Tour, over- 
thrown the French Chasseurs in the manner previously des- 
cribed, and had re-formed in good time to meet the newly arriving 
masses of hostile cavalry. The squadron of Dragoons of the 
Guard was also formed in three divisions by the regimental com- 
mander, and joined the left flank of the 13th Dragoons. 

Move. 

Meanwhile Barby's brigade had first trotted forward in a 
northerly direction as far as the high road. But after convincing 
himself of the impossibility, in face of the infantry now stream- 

♦ 2iid and 7th Hussars of Montaigu's brigade U^. j^j^ . 
3rd Dragoons of Gondrecourt's bngade -j ^ 
2nd Chasseurs of du Barail's Division. 

Lancers of the Guard - "I , p-a^ce's brigade 
Dragoons of the Guard - / ^® * "^^^^ ^ bngade. 
t Vide sketch on opposite page (I.). 

t Vide p. 115, and sketch on opposite page (II.). Two squadrons of the 4th 
Cuirassiers were, as we have seen, detailed as escort to the guns ; one squadron of the 
10th Hussars was in the neighbourhood of Nancy. 
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ing, back of getting past the right of Mars la Tour, General v. Barby 5-6 
by a wheel to the left passed round the south side of the village, 
during which he was joined by the 16th Dragoons and the 10th 
Hussars. 

After crossing the great road from Verdun the cavalry de- 
ployed to the north-west of Mars la Tour in two lines ; in the 
first was Barby's brigade, in the 2nd the last-named regiments, 
both lines in squadron-columns.* 

To the right front coidd be seen the recently described closing 
scene of the mel^e round the battery of the Prussian Guard ; 
further to the left in the back ground appeared, however, the 
approaching masses of horse of Legrand's Division and of de 
France's brigade. 

Move. 

6 TO 7 P.M, 6-7 

GERMAN LEFT. 
CAVALRY ENCOUNTER. 

Move the troops as detailed in the folloming paragraphs. 

In order to avoid having their right outflanked by the enemy's 
cavalry, the 1 3th Dragoons, moved a httle to their right, and 
then wheeling up to the left advanced at a gallop, to meet the 
French hussar brigade which, led by General Montaigu, was just 
charging the dragoons and was only a few hundred yards distant. 
In consequence of their change of front the dragoons were some- 
what loose, so that in the collision the French hussars broke 
through the wide intervals of the squadrons. 

They were, however, as speedily overthrown in turn by the 
arrival of the 10th Prussian Hussars under Colonel v. Weise, 
whose threei squadrons then passed round both flanks of the 
dragoons, and from thence took a still more effective part in the 
charge. 

Immediately after this opening scene of the cavalry struggle 
General v. Barby with the other regiments also appeared on the 
field of battle further to the left ; well ahead himself of his first 
line, which deployed from the right abreast of Ville sur Yron. 
The open space which became more and more contracted to the 
northward prevented the two squadrons of cuirassiers from 
deploying. They therefore followed in division columns in rear 
of the centre, with the 16th Dragoons on their right. 

Towards 6.45 p.m., almost simultaneously and with great vio- 
lence ensues the general collision of the masses of horse through- 
out the entire long line. Breaking through and themselves 
pierced, both sides endeavour to gain the adversary's flank by 
squadrons. A tremendous dust cloud rises and envelopes for a 
brief moment a surging hand-to-hand conflict of more than 5,000 
horse, in which, however, victory is shortly seen to incline 



* Vide sketch (in.). The 13th Lancers had, when riding past Mars la Tour, 
detached a squadron to the SSth infantry brigade, in order to afford immediate support 
whilst they were rallying. 
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6-7 towards the Prussian arms. General Montaigu falls into our 
hands badly wounded, and (Jeneral Legrand meets his death in 
the vaiu attempt to bring the 3rd Dragoons to the succour of the 
beaten hussai* brigade. 

De France's brigade had allowed the Prussian charge to ap- 
proach to close distance. But then at 150 paces, the Lancers of 
the Guard advance with impetuosity to encounter the 19th Bra- 
goons, the French Dragoons of the Guard apparently having 
only just been able to deploy. The French brigade is out-flanked 
by the 13th Lancers, and at the same time attacked by the 5th 
squadron 2nd Dragoons of the Guard, which, returning from their 
reconnaisance towards the north, and dashing over hedge and 
ditcb, advance on the enemy's flank and rear. The reformed 
detachments of the Chasseurs d'Afrique endeavour to support 
the yielding brigade of the Guard ; but like a powerful wedge 
the 4th Cuirassiers press onward into the conflict, whilst the 
16th Dragoons attack the enemy in flank and rear. 

Soon the great dust cloud is seen to recede towards the north. 
The entire force of the French cavalry has taken to flight, and 
hastens away to the passages over the valley in the direction of 
Bruville. 

Towards that point five of Cl^rembault's regiments of cavalry 
were standing. Seeing the clouds of dust whirling in the plain 
on the other side, the general orders Bruchard's chasseur brigade 
to cross the valley, just as the hussars in their flight are upon 
them. The disorder which ensues is still more increased by 
the misinterpreted signals of General de France, who sounds the 
halt for his own men. Bruchard's brigade finds itself borne 
away in the receding stream ; Maubranche's dragoon brigade is 
still able to cross the ravine and to form up on the western side, 
without, however, being able to move forward. 

Parts of the 2nd Chasseurs d'Afrique, which had suffered a 
repulse on an earlier occasion, had meanwhile occupied the copse 
at Ville sur Yron, and kept up a fire from thence upon the 
Prussian cavalry. The infantry swarming out of the valley of 
the Grey ere farm and a 12-pr. battery also combined their fire 
in order to prevent the threatened piercing of the French right 
wing, and thereby placed a barrier to the pursuit at the passages 
over the valley. 

The Prussian bands of horse re-formed on the contested plain, 
and then slowly retired upon Mars la Tour, protected by the 
13th Dragoons. A squadron of dragoons belonging to Clerem- 
bault's Division followed, but with circumspection, and at some 
distance. 

The brilliant victory of the Prussian cavalry had been gained 
with proportionately not very great losses. Yet several of the 
leaders boldly riding in advance had met their death. Colonel 
Count Finckenstein, commanding the 2nd Dragoons of the Guard, 
and Major v. Hertell of the 10th Hussars, had fallen. The body 
of Colonel v. Schack of the 13th Lancers was sought in vain ; 
not till months after could his grave be found, which had been 
dug by the villagers. 
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With this, the most important cavalry engagement of the whole 6-7 
war, the danger so recently threatening the Prussian left wing 
was finally averted. Content with the maintenance of his own 
position at Greyere farm, General Ladmirault no longer con- 
sidered it advisable to advance on Tronville and Mars la Tour in 
the approaching darkness. 

Meanwhile, under the protection of the cavalry, the exhausted 
remnant of the 38th brigade had re-formed. They encamped 
that evening round their shattered colours to the south-west 
of Tronville on the BuxiSres road, in the immediate vicinity of 
Lehmann's greatly thinned demi-brigade, which lay mostly 
between Tronville and du Sauley farm. 



TERMINATION OF ENGAGEMENT ON GERMAN LEFT. 

Although any further attack on the part of the enemy was 
scarcely to be expected in the twilight now prevailing, yet 
General v. Voigts-Rhetz took the necessary steps for maintaining 
at all hazards the heights between Tronville and Mars la Tour 
which were so favourably situated for defence. 

For this purpose he withdrew as described to the south side of 
the high road the six batteries of his corps, which had coura- 
geously held their positions to the north of it throughout all the 
changes of the struggle previously described. They were sup- 
ported on the left by the regiments of Rheinbaben's cavalry 
Division returning from their charge, and on the right by the 
20th infantry Division posted in front of Tronville. 

Affairs in Tronville Copses and Vionville. 

General v. Kraatz, on his return from a reconnaissance in the 
wood, and therefore in ignorance of the arrival of the 19th Half- 
Division, had already despatched an officer to the general com- 
manding the Xth Corps, for the purpose of rendering a report on 
the present situation of the 20th Division, and of gaining infor- 
mation as to the state of affiiirs on the left flank. On reaching 
the head-quarter staflF just as the 38th brigade had been ordered 
to retreat on Tronville, the officer, probably through a mistake 
of persons, received instructions for the Division to assemble at 
Tronville and occupy the village. When this order reached 
General v. Kraatz, he was in undisputed possession of the Tron- 
ville copses ; while from a neighbouring height on the high road 
Prussian battalions could be distinctly seen retiring on Tronville, 
followed by hostile infantry. General v. Kraatz, under these 
circumstances, thought that he ought not to lose sight of the 
importance of a timely occupation of the commanding heights at 
TronviUe, and therefore made his arrangements in accordance 
with the instructions. 

Harassed by a vigorous shell fire, but showing a bold front, 
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6-7 and with little loss, the battalions which were assembled on the 
high road retired upon Tronville, whilst the detachments in the 
wood still held their ground. 

Move. 

As this rearward movement inspired the general commanding 
the Ilird Corps with apprehensions for his lefc flank, Colonel v. 
Voigts-Rhetz, chief of the staflF, had betaken himself to the 20th 
Division, in order to put forward these considerations. Prince 
Frederic Charles, who had likewise remarked this movement 
upon Tronville, sent several officers of his staflF to order the 
battalions to advance again so as to ensure a favourable issue of 
the battle. 

This had, however, been arranged by General v. Kraatz on his 
own responsibility, as a favourable turn had taken place in the 
action on his left, and the possession of Tronville now seemed 
sufficiently ensured. In order to occupy the copses with fresh 
forces, he directed the fusilier battalion of the 56th to advance 
through the western, and the rifle battalion through the eastern 
part of the wood, both oT which reached the further edge without 
meeting the enemy. Only a few divisions of the 4th rifle com- 
pany, which had separated previously, were engaged in a pro- 
tracted skirmish in the north-east angle ; this, however, likewise 
ended with the retreat of the adveraary. 

Move. 

The 1st battalion of the 92Dd was appointed to occupy Tron- 
ville ; the other battalions of the 20th Division moved into a 
position of readiness to the south-west of the nearest copse. In 
the vicinity were both batteries of the Division which formed the 
right wing of the new artillery line, to which allusion has already 
been made. 

Such was the state of aflfairs at 7 p.m. on the left flank of the 
Prussian line of battle. 

Move. 

Some of the batteries at VionviUe were obliged occasionally to 
withdraw for the purpose of making good their losses. 

The 3rd heavy battery of the Ilird Corps took up at 7 p.m. 
a position at the junctions of roads at Vionville. 

Pldce this battery. 

The 2nd horse artillery battery of the Xth Corps took up a 
position to the west of Vionville and exchanged shots with the 
French artillery to the south of Bruville at very long ranges. 

Place 2 R. X, in 6th position. 

The Ist heavy battery of the Xth Corps returned to Lehmann's 
detachment at Vionville at 6.30, and at about 9.30 3 H. III., 
1 R. IV., and 1 R. X. withdrew from the position. 3 L. III. 
bivouacked at Flavigny. 

Move. 
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5 TO 7.30. 5-7.30 

FRENCH MOVEMENTS OPPOSITE GERMAN RIGHT. 

When the arrival of the 16th Prussian Division made itself 
felt towards 5 o'clock, the greater part of Montaudon's Division 
hitherto in position at the Gravelotte posting house, was brought 
up to the height (970), which was of such special importance in 
holding Rezonville. The rest of this Division remained with the 
Chasseur battalion of the Guard in the Bois des Ognons. On the 
east of the valley descending from the Bois de la Juree, a 
mitrailleuse battery had been placed in position facing the Bois 
des Ognons, with a view to meeting any widely circuitious 
movements in the valley of the Moselle. 

Move, 

Besides those parts of the army hitherto mentioned, the 
following were still in reserve in the neighbourhood of Grave- 
lotte — the 2nd brigade of the Voltigeurs of the Guard near the 
posting house, Frossard's Corps on the upper issue of the Ars 
valley, and Forton's and ValabrSgue's cavalry Divisions on the 
eastern slope of the heights north of RezonvUle. 

GERMAN MOVEMENTS. 
Advance of 16th Infantry Division. 

We left the 72nd Regiment at the northern edge of the Bois 
de St. Amould at 5 p.m. relieving the two battalions of the 
Bodyguard regiment. 

Colonel V. Helldorff now deployed the fusiliers to the east of 
the Rezonville road, the 1st battalion along it, and in this for- 
mation advanced to the assault of the heights in front under a 
hailstorm of projectiles of every description. In spite of the 
heavy losses, they succeeded in storming the heights ; but they 
were unable to hold them against the very superior forces of the 
French reserves. Colonel v. HelldorflF was killed, and Major v. 
Oertzen wounded ; towards half-past 5 o'clock the 72nd found 
themselves compelled to withdraw to the wood, from which 
Colonel V. Eberstein was now advancing to their support with 
the 40th Regiment. 

Move. 

He had sent his 2nd battalion along the high road, whilst the 
others, the 1st on the right and the 3rd on the leffc^ moved along 
the two ravines, their advance being again joined by parts of 
the 72nd Regiment. The left wing once more succeeded in 
driving back the enemy, and in occupjdng a conspicuous house 
on the height in front. 

But the 40th Fusiliers, after losing their regimental com- 
mander in the attack, were now also forced to yield before the 
fresh advancing columns of the French. 

Move. 
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5-7.30 After this severe and sanguinary struggle. Colonel v. Rex, com- 
manding the brigade, requested the support of the 11th Regi- 
ment, which had been held in reserve from the commencement 
at the south side of the wood. 

Fresh German Attack from Bois de St. Arnould. 

When Colonel v. Witzendorff, chief of the staff of the Vlllth 
Army Corps, returning from the front, brought this . request to 
the regiment, it had just received orders about 6 o'clock from the 
corps head-quarters to return to its old bivouacs. As, however, 
this order was issued before information could evidently have 
been received of the sharp action at Gorze, Colonel v. Schoning 
had no doubt as to where his duty called him. He forthwith 
hastened through the Bois de St. Arnould and deployed his three 
battalions on the further side between the road and the western 
ravine, for the attack of the height (970) which had already 
been twice carried and again lost. Those of the 56th who were 
at hand, under Captain v. Montbart, joined in this advance. 
But the issue of the contest was again in nowise different. For 
the third time the enemy, driven back to some distance at the 
commencement, pressed forward anew with superior reserves. 
Colonel V. Schoning and Major v. Ising were mortally, Lieut- 
Colonel V. Klein slightly, wounded. The regiment was compelled 
to retire to the lower ridge nearest the edge of the wood, upon 
which detachments from all the regiments engaged here up to 
the present time had formed a skirmishing line. Their combined 
fire checked the advance of the 1st brigade of Montaudon's Divi- 
sion, and indeed the infantry attacks on both sides during the 
day failed generally sooner or later against the overwhelming 
file-fire of the defence. 

Move, 

Advance of French from Rezonville and subsequent 

Repulse. 

Marshal Bazaine could,, however, now regard as certain the 
occupation of the important height south of Rezonville (970). 
But in order to clear his front beyond the height (989) lying to 
the south-west, he took steps after 6 p.m. for a further advance 
between the roads from Gorze and Buxieres. 

Led in person by the French generals, the 2nd brigade of 
Voltigeurs of the Guard, brought up from the posting house, 
advanced with dense bodies of skirmishers against the 56th, 
which was driven back, partly u^on General v. Schwerin's ad- 
vanced troops and partly to the Bois de Vionville, on the northern 
border of which the fusilier battalion 79th had already taken up 
a strong position between the detachments of the 5th infantry 
Division. With the 56th retired the two batteries of the 16th 
Division. 

Move, and place 5 L. VIII. 5 H, VIII, in 2nd position. 
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But even the French were unable to hold the height, as the 5-7.30 
well-aimed fire of the Prussian artillery made any position there 
untenable. It remained thenceforth unoccupied, and along the 
whole Rezonville front the fire of the infantry was dumb for 
almost an hour. Then, however, it broke out again, and this 
time on the extreme east. 

Unsuccessful Attack of Gekmans from Bois des Ognons. 

The 2nd battalion 72nd Regiment, which had been pushed 
forward into the large woods to cover the right flank of the 
32nd brigade, had, after toiling through the thick undergrowth, 
gained the western border of the Bois des Ognons at 7 p.m., and 
from that point directed a vigorous fire upon the left flank of the 
hostile detachments occupying the height south of Rezonville 
(970). In consequence of this the detachments of the 5th and 
16th Divisions, assembled at the Bois de St. Arnould, found 
themselves under the necessity of resuming their advance. But 
even this advance shared the fate of the others. After a brief 
success they had to give way before the superiority of the 
French reserves ;* when the latter, on their part, advanced to the 
attack of the Prussian positions, they were repulsed repeatedly 
with heavy losses. 

Move. 

ORDERS FOR GENERAL GERMAN ADVANCE 

AT 7 A.M. 

From his position at Flavigny Prince Frederic Charles had 
not ceased to watch the general course of the engagement on 
both wings of the long line of battle. As the firing became more 
vigorous in the east towards 7 o'clock, and the reports received 
gave reason to expect the arrival of the IXth Army Corps on. 
this wing, the commander-in-chief considered the moment suit- 
able for again making an attack in force. He intended for this, 
purpose, in accordance with the view already mentioned, to 
employ more particularly the left wing and the large body of 
artillery. The staking of the last strength of man and horse 
after hours upon hours of sanguinary fighting was to show the 
enemy that the Prussians had both the ability and the firm will 
to triumph in the yet undecided struggle. The moral impression 
of such an advance, enhanced by the consternation to be expected 
from a sudden attack in the twilight, appeared to guarantee a 
favourable result. 

With this intention the Prince issued orders at 7 p.m. for an 
advance on Rezonville. 



* Apparently reinforced by the Division of the 3rd Corps brought up meanwhile 
from the neighbourhood of St. Marcel. See remark on p. 111. 

38475. I 
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7X()-9 Advance of Artillery. 

As the batteries of the 5th infantry Division had been suffer- 
ing for a considerable time from a deficiency of ammnnition and 
horses, they were no longer capable of any further advance, and 
therefore continued to fire from their present positions. In their 
place, however, Lieut.-Colonel Stumpff brought forward the 1st 
light and 2nd heavy batteries of the Hesse-Darmstadt Division, 
with which he had just come up into the artillery line from the 
direction of Gorze. 

Place 2 H. IX,, 2 L. IX, in Ist position. 

From the centre of the artillery line Colonel v. Dresky set 
in movement the three horse artillery batteries and the 6ih light 
battery of the Ilird Army Corps. Among the former moved 
the two batteries of of the 20th Division. 

Place 1 R. Ill, 3 -B. III. in Uh position. 2 R. Ill, in 5ih 
position. 6 L. Ill, in 6th position, 3 L, X., 8 H, X, 
in 2nd position. 

The 3rd horse artillery battery of the Xth Corps formed the 
left flank of the advancing line of guns, but by the approach of 
darkness was unable to come into action ; it was only able to 
move at a walk. The 4th light and 4th heavy batteries of the 
Ilird Army Corps, which were endeavouring to advance still 
further to the left nearest to the high road, found their debouch 
presently impeded by a vigorous musketry fire from the ditches 
on the Rezonville road. 

Advance of Infantry^ 

The advance of the artillery was followed on the north of the 
high road by those detachments of the 35th Regiment which 
which were assembled there under Lieut-Colonel v. Alten, and 
by Majors Stocken and v. Pirch with the remains of the Ist and 
fusilier battalions of the 20th Regiment. 

In this order did the Prussian attacking Kne advance against 
the enemy's positions at Rezonville. 

Move. 

At 8 p.m. the batteries indeed crowned the long-contested 
ridge (989) to the south of this village. 

Place 2 H. IX., 1 L. IX, in 2nd position ; 1 R, III., 8 jR. III. 
in 5th position 2 R. Ill, in Gfh position; 6 i. 3 
in 1th position ; 3 L. X., 3 H. X. in Srd position. 

But at the same moment a murderous fire was directed up<m 
them from the east and north, while General Bourbaki had col- 
lected 54 guns of the French artillery of the Guard on the 
further side of the Rezonville valley. 
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Retirement of Germans. 7-30-9 

The Prussians responded for some time with a heavy fire, 
and then retired by batteries into their former positions. 

Move batteries and retire infantry. 

Advance of German Cavalry, and their Repulse 

Meanwhile the two brigades of the 6th cavaby Division had 
arrived, having been summoned by Prince Frederic Charles 
from their positions south-west of Flavigny Gruter's brigade 
advanced in squadron columns at open intervals along the rood 
from Buxi^res to Rezonville ; its first line was formed of two 
squadrons of the 3rd Lancers, the 6th Cuirassiers* being in 
echelon on their left rear and the 15th lancers on their right rear, 

The 12th Dragoons accompanied the advance on the right of 
the brigade. The hussar brigade had likewise opened out like a 
fan ; the 1 6th Hussars were on the right wing, the squadrons 
of the 9th Dragoons, which were present, followed as second 
line. In this order of battle Colonel v. Schmidt passed to the 
north of burning Flavigny and took the direction of Rezonville. 

Move. 

The twilight was now failing; the flashes of the enemy's 
artillery and musketry alone enabled us partially to distinguish 
the objects of attack. Gruter's brigade advanced through the 
Prussian artillery line, but soon met with strong bodies of th^ 
enemy's infantry, the fire from which caused it considerable loss. 
After the retreat of the batteries the cavalry also found itself 
compelled to withdraw behind the nearest height. 

Move. 

The hussar brigade, which in riding forward towards Rezon- 
ville had crossed the great road from Vionville with its left 
wing, came across, some few hundred paces to the north of it, 
the previously mentioned detacnments of the 6th infantry Divi- 
sion which had just found themselves threatened by an attack 
from the enemy's cavalry, and in consequence were firing 
vigorously in all directions. After Colonel v. Schmidt had 
brought forward the entire hussar brigade to the north side of 
the high road and through the Prussian infantry, be charged 
towards a mass hardly distinguishable in the darkness, which 
meanwhile moved away to the right. Shortly after the hussai« 
found themselves in the middle of hostile infantiy, which fired 
on the Prussian squadrons. The latter dashed through the 
kneeling ranks of skirmishers in front of them, dispersed som^ 
formed bodies of infantry, but in the darkness of the night no 
greater result was possible, against the hostile infantry. An 
attempt on the part of Colonel v. Schmidt with about 50 of the 
Zieten hussars to disperse a detachment keeping up a vigorous 

*** Three squadrons strong. 



132 

7.30-9 fire from the enemy's right wing, failed in the present total 
darkness in consequence of the flagging condition of the horses, 
which had been under saddle since 2.30 a.m. without having 
had a feed or a drop of water. 

Whilst the French infantry retired upon Rezonville, the 
hussars were again withdrawn over the high road. 

Move. 

The commanders of both Prussian cavalry brigades engaged 
in this struggle were wounded, and Major-General Gruter suc- 
cumbed to his serious wouud a few weeks afterwards. 

Final Movements near Vionville. 

The narrated course of the CDgagement of the Xth Army Corps 
and the evident superiority of the opposed French forces did 
not permit of the execution of the attack in force purposed by 
the commander-in-chief General v. '\''oigts-Rhetz had, however, 
given a definite promise to maintain his positions between Mars 
la Tour and Tronville to the last. When towards 8 o'clock the 
firing in the direction of Rezonville increased in intensity, 
General v. Kraatz advanced upon Vionville with the 1st batta- 
lion I7th Regiment and the fusilier battalion 92nd Regiment. 
The 4th light battery of the Xth Corps took up a position on the 
height west of the village, and the 4th squadron 16th Dragoons 
rode forward in the direction of Rezonville, but was driven back 
by musketry fire. 

Move, and, place 4 L. X. at the point named. 

PART TAKEN IN THE ACTION BY IXth ARMY 

CORPS. 

The IXth Corps had received instructions to advance to Sil- 
legny with a view to following the Ilird Corps to Gorze on the 
17th, but subsequently in the forenoon of the 16th received 
orders from the Royal headquarters to cross the Moselle that day 
if possible. At midday Prince Frederic Charles sent orders to 
the same effect. 

General V. Wrangel, commanding the 18th Division, received at 
noon a communication from General v. Goeben, commanding the 
Vlllth Corps, that he was then advancing with all available 
parts of his Army Corps in the direction of the engagement which 
to all appearance was taking place on the other side of Novdant. 
Upon this General v. Wrangle had sent the 11th Grenadiers to 
Corny to occupy the bridge at that point ; the commander of the 
regiment was instructed to place himself under the orders of 
the Vlllth Corps, as we know he did. General v. Manstein, in 
ignorance of what had occurred at Gorze, had originally not 
intended to bring his troops over the Moselle on the 16th in con- 
sequence of their being somewhat fatigued with the preceding 
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marches. But when the midday orders of the commander-in- 7.30^9 
chief reached him at 3 o'clock, by which the IXth Army Corps 
was to get as far on its way as possible to the destinations 
prescribed for the I7th, he at once ordered it to cross the river at 
Arry and Corny. 

Prince Louis of Hesse had already received information of the 
intentions of the commander-in-chief, and in consequence had 
made all arrangements for his Division to move by way of 
Corny. The 50th brigade, which was further eastward, received 
orders to advance to the bridge ; General v. Wittich after send- 
ing forward the 2nd squadron at a trot to gain intelligence of 
the situation of affairs,* commenced his march for Gorze at 
4.30 p.m., with 4 battalions of the 49th brigade, -the 1st cavalry, 
and 3 batteries. 

The passage of the narrow and swaying suspension bridge 
between Corny and Nov^ant caused considerable delay. In 
consequence of the reports which meanwhile arrived, it was 
resolved to bring forward the batteries at once viS Gorze to the 
point where the 5th Division was engaged, and to bend away to 
the right of the road with the infantry, in order to reach the left 
flank of the enemy's line of battle. By desire of the commander 
of the 16th Division the troops took the direction of the Bois des 
Chevaux. But as the paths through the great woods, in which 
the shades of darkness were already falling, were narrow, it was 
half-past 7 o'clock before the six leading companies of the Ist 
Regiment encountered the French Chasseurs of the Guard, which, 
as we are aware, had been holding the Bois des Ogiions for a 
considerable time. 

Although at first outflanked by the enemy, the Hessians were 
supported by the half-battalion which was following, and then 
forced their way with tjie bayonet. They advanced to the 
north-west edge of the wood, and from that point directed their 
fire against the French reserves, which withdrew in the direction 
of Rezonville. It was impossible, however, to obtain any further 
successes. As hostile troops were still holding out on the right 
in the wood, a prolonged action was carried on with them, until 
General v. Manstein, who had been some time present, ordered 
the contest to be discontinued after 10 p.m. The brigade en- 
camped, rifle in hand, on a clearing of the wood, and pushed, its 
fine of outposts partly as far as the border of the wood opposite 
Rezonville. 

Move, 



* Order of march of the Hesse-Darmstadt troops via Nov^ant to Gorze : — 
2nd squadroQ 1st cavalry. 
1st and 2nd battalions 1st Regiment. 
Ist heavy "1 

2nd heavy »- batteries of the Hessian field division. 
1st light 

1st and 2nd battalions 2nd Kegiment. 
1st, 3rd, and 4th squadrons, 1st cavalr). 
The rifle battalion of the brigade had been detained by the trains during the pre 
ceding marches, and did not join the other troops until night. 
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7.30-9 CLOSE OF THE BATTLE. 

It was now past 9 o'clock before the contest had ceased at all 
points. Deep silence then reigned over the broad expanse upon 
which since 9 o'clock that morning death had been reaping so 
terrible a harvest. The hot summer day was succeeded by a cool 
night, and after almost superhuman efforts the warriors snatched 
a short rest in their bivouacs. Across the plateau of Eezonville, 
80 hardly won in the fight, stretched in a broad bow from the 
Bois des Ognons to the Tronville copses the line of Prussian 
outposts, which on the rising of the moon was extended by the 
cavalry of the left wing over the blood-stained field of Mars la 
Tour as far as the Yron brook. 
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